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Staup Act, 29, 35. 

Staymakers, 19," 11%, 

Steel, Rebecca, 60-1, 61n, 67n, 169. 
Stevens, Isabella alias Elizabeth, 63n, 91n, 
Stevens, Mary, 91, 91ln, 

Street lighting, 91. 

Stretch, Peter, 9-10, 

Striker, Ann, bs, 88n. 

Sugar Act, 176h, 295 29n, 3-5, 

Sutton, Elizabeth, 81n, 

Symonds, Mary, 51, Sin, 109, 128, 
Symonds, William, 60n, 


Taggart, Mary, 61n, 

Tailors, 19, 32, 

Tanners, 10h, 

Taverns, 71-94; business centers, 91-2, 93n; conduct in, 75, 77, 79, 80; 
definition, 71; description, 72-3, 78; enlistments, 93n, 943 food and 
drink in, 73, 7h, 77; illicit, 7h-7, 79-50, ECn; mercantile centers, 76; 
petitions for licenses, 80; public meetings in, 91-2; recreation in, 76; 
retailing liquor, 77; social centers, 71-2, 768, 92, 

Tavernkeepers, 71=96; comaonly known, 62-3; qualifications, 71; retailing 
activity of, 91, 

Tavern Licenses, 71-2, 7h<5, 77-8, 82, 963 petit ~ns for, 76, 96. 

Taylor, Amelia, 107, 

Tea Act, 1773, 31. 

Terry, Rebecca, 93n, 

Theatre, 38. 

Thonas, Elizabeth, 53, 53n. 

Thornton, Ann, 50, 

Thorp, Mary, fisns 

Threa Crowns, The, coffee house of Mrs, Jones, 82, 

Top, Anne, 8ln, 

Townshend Act, 29=30, ; 

Trade, retail, 41-2; triangular, 28; see commerce, 

Tuckness, Mary, 68n, 

Turner, craft, 103, 


Uph olstery > 105. 


Vaccination, 38, 

Yendue, see auction, 
Versatility of wonen, 97. 
Vintners » FMe 
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Waddle, Katherine, 112, 

Wade, Francis and sister, 58-9, 

Walton, Elizabeth, 76, 81, 83. 

Want ads for needle workers, 109, 

War, economic effects of, 5-6, 15-15, lén, 24, hi. 

Wealth, reflected in clothing, 108; reflezted in personal service 
occupations, 112=3, 

Weaving, 105. 

Webb, Ann, 1,5n, 

Weekes, Elizabeth, 67, 

Welsh, Jane, 80n, 

West, Elizabeth, 73, 88, 88n. 

Weston, Hannah, 7n. 

Wharton, Rachel, 5n,. 

White, Catherine, 107. 

White, Mrs, Johr, 95-4, 

Willard, Sarah, Bon. 

Williams, Alice, 110, 

Williams, Mary, 85, 118, 

Willing, Richard, 15n. 

Wilson, Elizabeth, 108, 108n, 

Windsor chair, 18, - 

Wishart, Ann, Ll2n, 

Wistar, Caspar, 19n, 

Women, acceptance in business, 115, 118=%; duration of business 
activity, 118; in family business, 11&; reasons for self-employment, 
7} at role in the economy, 116-9; versztility in business enterprises, 
116, 

Woodward, Elizabeth, 63, 63n, 

Woodworking, 18n, 

Wormley, Eleanor, 98, 
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Yeates, Mary, 83, 
Zacharias, Mrs, Johannes, 10), 
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APPENDIX 


A Note on Method 


Colonial newspapers were used as indicators of women's economic 
contribution to colonial life, They were canbed carefully for the 
nanes of businesswomen. Then the material was categorized according 
to occupation followed. Such organization revealed the three significant 
categories discussed in the text of this dissertation, The separate 
occupations were then discussed in relation to why the wonen advertised, 
which waz rare, or in regard to the type of reference in which their 
business was mentioned, 

To Supplenent the newspaper records a Sampling was made of other 
representative sources, Logan an¢ Norris accounts were studied to 
discover what women bought wholesale goods, Tavern licenses provided 
accurate records of tavernkeepers and court records noted the 
unfortunates who ran afoul of the law, Petitions, diaries, non- 
importation agreements and miscellaneous manuscripts further supplemented 
the public press and revealed that there were many more business women 
than were referred to in the papers. 

Much of the newspaper evidence of women's econanic activity has been 
fragnentary, Death notices, sales of property, estate settlements, 
auction advertisements, changes of address, and other itens not intended 
to indicate economic activities often inadvertently disclosed important 
infomation. Frequently, interpretations had to be made from items 
obscure and tantalizing in their lack of detail. Many decisions about 


the economic significance of wanen named in advertisements had to be made 


xii 
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fraa inference or explanation of an item in the light of how it was 
written, what similar items denoted, or how it differed from the 
customary pattern. Sonetimes an incanprehensible item, or even a series 
of ambiguous comments, was followed by a positive reference that 
eventually lent meaning to what had been obscure, but the absence of too 
many parts of mony a jigsaw puzzle made it impossible to categorize many 
of the women for whom there was an absence of corroborating data. 

Manuscript sources also were often ‘antalizing in their lack of 
information. The tax lists in particular frequently listed taxpayers 
witheut cesignating their occupation. In 1756 the Freeholders! Tax IAst 
assessed over two hundred women, However, occupations were mentioned for 
sixty of these only; at least seventeen others sidat cose gey cats that were 
noted elsewheres In 1769 the properties of fifty-two women were assessed 
for the poor tax, The enterprises of seven of these were noted; at least 
seven others had had their economic activity mentioned elsewhere. The 
Lanp Tax of 1765 and the Paving Tax of 1765 proved equally sterile, In 
addition, receipt books such as those of Dr, Phineas Bond and Joshua 
Baldwin often included receipts signed by women without any indication of 
their business or service, 

Women enterprisers were discovered from their Christian names, or 
the titles Mrs, or Widow. Among the problems encountered were a few in 
connection with their names, A rare one occurred where a man had a 
Christian name customarily attributed to a womane Such instances were 
uncommon, but there was one Blanch, who, after a number of advertisements 
without identifying pronoun, eventually used "he" in his advertisement, 
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1. The Fennsylvenia Gazette, April 19, 1759. 






as anion ap oe scutes ve cote 3 
Yaie eoqeteton wenttene # xe twnltoy GMb | 

wk Yo Gonenda et apd , aU oF t pages 2 

Comm Bode ey etabtracet 72 ohana ainexg weegkt, # seas 

tee sotreardgmres ts etresia nt fae ete esta ‘x0 ae ot a 

Ss ties ‘eles xh entertlattiat este won wale wets qs” ie 

dives qe? Sete yhialupest “aber seg at 34st xed edt otiok pamtteteth ’ 

i | set xed (oeoRfoeats ala STI at ofkit gages <zed$ cbanaees eke 

—et Gade fiers ster soca Qe“ {ses 1 ote Berbrard ct 779 iteroass 


sitagiato fast exent aeetaewet tenet Yo yyino saedd Yo xis 


Kaadiguer G8oe ase SNK TED Ge Se Ptiagrig adt VOT al aawctupals hover | 
i 


a Zz =o a ~Z 
is nit os 


de 8a eed. few Sul) to alpee Wr Reategsetes eft .set Yooq a We 


gee 
ai? .vietaiete beecd) om DeRose otmavee 4iecd+ bad BBR etodito oeroD 
at <etsisve oCome iniwong Ce Fe Bes gntesS elt bes Sai Yo ust pel ; 
gufia> Erm lae®t tqenkda a te anere ce Cows, atood sqtesot rotethte | 
+ . e 


*e oentds vibes ~oo jee thbo nepoe 2S Rang te atycooes ‘pebuTsed ned webbie 
noises io coontaurd ‘ttont 
O° yt pikes: yk ha the Nase Met, Sesevbosilh view prsebagtiodas eenichl , is 
| abt a oes | ery amyON exeidyes sift phat. pest aa et amet 
# bat ais ‘- antite Eprpote'. wer wast A — 
pe dating ict tack giiston 6 of Sabena 
 acusenane By “i & wh ie oo s 












saa 


xiv 


Occasionally there were two wanen of the sane nacee The estate 
settlenent notice for Mary Jacob, Shopkeeper, mentioned the executors, 
Mery Jacob and Ann Gillingham, would continue the bustress.2 

Variation in spelling was customary, Magdalene Mackenet in one 
paper appeared as Magdalin Mackinet in another, Abigail Pederow, the 
Shopkeeper, from whom many goods were stolen, was Abigail Pedro in the 
Freeholders' Tax List of 1756, and was most likely the Abigail Pedroe 
who had property for sale in 1761, Sarah Rannald, the innkeeper, 
appeared in the tavern licenses as Sarah Reynolds,2 

When the surname of an advertiser appeared without a Christian name, 
as Widow » much confusion cecurred especially when the name 
Was a common one, such as Jones or Roberts, 

Some women may be concealed in partnerships in which no Christian 
names were given. Frequently, partners advertised, as did Baynton and 
Morgan, without any notation of first names. These partners had 
advertised earlier as Elizabeth Baynton and George Korgen.§ 

Addresses, another means of checking, were frequently not given, or 
were given in such vague terms as to be practically meaningless in helping 
2. Gazette, January h, 1770, | 
3¢ Ibid, January 15, 1751, July 31, 1760, January 15, 1761, September 23, 

762, January 10, 1776; The Pennsylvania Journal, January 10, 1776; 

Secretary's Office, Ledger A and ledger B, licenses for Marriages, 
Taverns, Pedlars, A, 40, By 85; Freeholders! Tex list, 1756, See 
page 67n and page 83, . 


r. See 26n, 596 
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to pinpoint an individual,? Wnere no address at all was given, the 
presunption was that the woman lived in-Fhiladelphia county. Widow 
in Front Street was all too typical of newspaper 

addresses, Even where tavernkeepers were concerned, the licenses did 
not help much, as they merely listed commumities such as Southwark, 
Northern 1apereeey: or others, as the sole address, The accounts of 
merchants such as the Logans znd Norrisses gave only an occasional 
address in all their eccounts, 

Another problem met in Studying the Norris accounts was the 
failure to distinuzuish between their own business and personal accounts 
or the business and personal accounts of their customers ,° 

Sometimes a series of obscure references to a woman were clarified 
eventually by an accurate statement ebout her economic activity. The 
case of Mary Lisle illustrates the ambiguity of isolated references that 
were clarified eventually bys positive comment. She rented a brewe 
house, a bake house, and an important shopkeeper moved "opposite Mary 
Iisle's", before her true occupation was mentioned by a man who moved 
to the "brewhouse formerly kept by Mary Lisle", In the absence of 
corroborating evidence some women may have been ignored who really did 


ETT A ayy aA RNase orencaecrerseme crear re a Ea lllas 

5» The Pennsylvania Chronicle July 13, 1772; The Pennsylvania Packet, 
August I5, 17743 page 55- However, not all addresses were hopeless, 
Mary Eddy's hardware shop was in Front Street between Market and 
Chestnut. The Mary Eddy of Mary Eddy and Son, who sold Cry goods in 


6. 


Front Street between Market and Chestnut, was surely the’ woman who had 
the hardware shop. However, the dry goods shopkeeper was not identified 
as the proprietor of the hardware shop, so there is a possibility that 
brothere living in the sane block left widows of the same very comnon 
oe ae nhan€s Actually, the hardware Shop had been moved within the 
blo ry 


Norris Papers, 1731-170, 92; page 112. Illustrative of this was the 
case of Elizabeth Paris, The account for her noted neither that she 
was a chandler nor what goods or service She provided, Nor was there 
any indication whether the more than BLO paid her in 1732 was for 
candles (presumably), for household use, or for sale, 
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play a positive role in the colonial econany,? 

Frequently there were single obscure references to wonen whose 
occupation was revealed in other ativertisements. Several representative 
newspaper notices illustrate these cases, One man drew mortgages at a 
house "next door to Mrs, Redmond", Mary Roberts merely advertised an 
auction of houschold goods and sundry other things when she retired, and 
Widow Williams advertised that she continued the business as usual and had 
for sale various liquors and a large quantity of pickles, In each of 
these cases eupplementary data revesled the eccnomic enterprise, Mrs, 
Redmond was a prosperous, well-known Shopkeeper who advertised frequently, 


Mary Roberts kept a famous coffee house, and Widow Williams was a 


. licensed innkeeper. The notice about Widow Williams appeared to indicate 


a Shopkeeper, but the tavern licenses dispel that myth. The retailing 
of pickles was nerely an adjunct to innkeeping. In a period when adver- 
tising was not common, many a wanan mentioned as casually as the above 
may well have been a figure of econanic importance but has been passed 
over for lack of verification,© 

One specific type of baffling problem came fram the "near to" 


items, those in which locations were given as "near to 





Typical of such items was the sale notice for property "near Widow 
Church's", Later, sales from Widow Church's Wharf established her 
enterprise,? Surely other waren prominent enough to have colonists 
mention them in noting locations were of Some importance, - However, if 
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7e Gazette, April 2, 1747, October 25y 1750, January 1, 1751, January 295 
T7si, Hey 9, 1752. f | 


8, Tbid., July 19, 1753, May 23, 1757, September 11, 1766, January h, 1769; 
Tavern licenses, B, 3, 


De Gazette, October 13, 1763, May 9, 1765, May 16, 1765. 
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there were no supplementary references the curtain merely rises partially 
and falls abruptly. More than thirty wanen for whom there is no 
Supplementary information were prazinent enough to te noted by advertisers 
who were "near to" one or another of these waren, 10 

Another type problem came from the advertisements that notified 


colonists of important business meetings, real estate gales, or auctions 





"at the house of | " or merely "at tg! 








Since coffee houses and taverns were business centers, ousiness meetings 

or auctions "at the house of" frequently referred to a tavern, The more 
important innkeepers were so well known it was not necessary to designate 
them as such, However, one case iliustrates the pitfalls of presuming 

all such notices referred to innkeepers, In 1749, debtors of an estate 
were requested to meet the administrators "at tie house of Sarah Lancaster", 
In 1739 Sarah Lancaster, "SiveewWeaver", had notified the public of a 

change in address, Unless there were two wanen cf the same name, Sarah 
lencaster was not an innkeeper,l1 In the case of a single sale of 


property at 's, many women tavernkeepers may have been 





mistec, for it is too tenuous to maintain that all such activities must 
have taken place at an inn. After 1762 the tavern licenses made it 
possible to check such statements, 


Estate settlement notices were particularly disturbing, Should 


re nn Es Shs oe 


10, Gazette, March 5, 1767, May 21, 1767, July 29, 1772. In addition 
to Widow Church, Widow McVaugh, an innkeeper, Elizabeth Mouse, 
an innkeeper, and Widow Eddy, achopkeeper, were mentioned as being 
near an advertiser, 


ll. Ibid., May 10, 1739, July 20, 1719. 
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wonen's estate settlement notices, where debtors and creditors were 
requested to settle, be regarded as having any significance in helping 
discover enterprisers when no information other than the name was given? 
Twenty-seven women were mentioned thus, Perhaps the wonan merely 
inherited the estate, In refutation of this » Cornelia Bradford, the 
printer, was listed merely as "Cornelia Bradford, widow, date of this 
city deceesed™,12 However, in the absence of further data these wamen 
have been igncred, and perhaps consigned to undeserved oblivion,23 

An occasional single iten also appeared for those still living. 
Notices to creditors to bring in their accounts must surely indicate 
women enterprisers. However, here again all too often names alone 
were all the information given. Such an item was that of Mary Hakens, 
who ordered her debtors to pay or be sued, her creditors to bring in 
their accounts, Several times, as in the cases of Jane Warmer and 
Elizabeth Crawford, creditors were notified to bring in their accounts, 
Perhaps the latter were not too successful, Catherina Youngen notified 
all indebted to her or her husband "now gone to Germany" not to pay 
anyone any ce5ts justly due her, as nobody was "impowered" to receive 
these, 1s 

Tantalizing were the notices such as that of Michael Magraw. He 
said he and his wife had agreed to separate, "She has agreed to work 


for her own subsistance and has released him from all demands", Therefore, 





ati eT eee 
12, Gazette, September LL, 1755, 


13, Ibid., April 29, 1742, March 14, 1758; Journal, August 9, 1750. This 
Classification included Margaret Mankin and Rebecca Zdgell, who were 
mentioned elsewhere as shopkeepers, and Elizabeth Walton, the inn- 
keeper. 


Uy, Gazette, July 2h, 1755, July 5, 1759, November 2h, 1763; Journal 
Seas 2, 1767. ’ s B 7 3 pA LL 7) 
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ne public should give her no credit on his account. What did she do?td 

Several times women advertised that they would not pay the debts 
of their husbands, wio had left. Where did these women get their 
livelihood? Did they continue the fanily business? If SO, what was 
the enterprise? The German papers, in particular, publicized the family 
squabbles and problems of women with errant husbands, These women usually 
notified the public that it should not trust the offenders, for the long- 
suffering wives would not pay their debts, Apparently the wonen nanaged 
to earn the family incone, but now?25 

Ooviously, caution must be exercised against reading too much into 
the newspaper advertisements, ‘“eneralities cannot be made on the basis 
of spotty evidence, If we were to judge from the frequency of items in 
the newspapers, we might conclude that many wives left their husbands, 
and that large mumbers of colonists, especially those of German descent, 
were busy trying to trace lost relatives, Conversely, we might presume 
the scarcity of itens meant the individuals were not economically 
important, but supplementary material has shown that was not always true, 
Pertinent to this study is the question of how much can be inferred or 
how an iten should be interpreted, 

According to the wording of a newspaper iten, and in comparison 
with what similar items had denoted, there were a series of references 
that may well have indicated shopkeepers, tavernkeepers, or artisans. 
However, corroborating evidence was lacking, 


na ee CR LE ENE FAL oT OE ae NT et 
15, Journal, March 8, 1775, 


16, Pensylvanische Berichte, May 1, 1749; Der Wochantliche Staatsbote 
tober 10, 1769, Ten women refused to pay their husbands! debts. 
Typical of these was Eva Berwerin, who claimed her husband left her in 
dire poverty, at the instigation of godless neighbors, after she had 
Supported him, a sluggard, through her hard work, Anna Wolfin's 
problem was that her husband took to drink, 
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hotually; oblique references to shopkeepers were not camon, In 

1755, Mary Harbeson advertised her hone as one that would make a good 

+ buxter's shop, and in 1757 Widow Reardon pigisestied that her home at the 
Sign of the Boot, wherein she lived, was very camnodious for a merchant 
or a shopkeeper, Ann Reardon was listed as a shopkeeper in the 
Freeholders! Tax list of 1756.2! 

Anong the references to women that may be tavernksepers were 
Elizabeth Edgar, Eleanor Bruce, Mrs, Carew, Mrs, Bridges, and Widow 
Ulrich, A letter was to be left at Elizabeth Edgar's, Philedelphia; 
any customer for an indentured servant could induire of Eleanor Bruce, 
at the Sign of the Sugar-lcaf; inquiries about another indentured servant 
fit for a tavernkeeper could be directed to Mrs. Caren; theatre tickets 
were sold by Mrs, Bridges; and news about a deserter could be given to 
an officer at Widow Ulrich's,18 

Eleven women announced the sale or rent of the shop tools and 
products of a craftsman,19 They included the tools of a weaver, biscuit 
baker, brewer, potter, cutler, and Silversmith, as well as a potesh works, 
There was no indication whether any of them ever actually were crafts- 
wenen, They may have been settling estates only. Three@° other women 


ree eeeatennheeenetthnreamen stasis sertomendclonomenercoattnn mec eis 


17. Gazette, September h, 1755, March 31, 1757; Freeholders! Tax Lict, 
17563 page 68n,. 


18. Gazette, January 15, 17)0-17L1, June 6, 175k, June 13, 175, June 27, 
175h, August 29, 17543 Philadelphische deitung, February 11, 1757; 
Tavern Licenses, A, hl. Since sericus corruptions in spelling were 
not unusual, could Mrs, Carew, mentioned June 27, 1754, have been the 
Rebecca Grew who purchased a license September 10, 17627 


19. Mercury, May 31, 1753; Journal, December 13, 1775; Chronicle, March 25, 
1767; Gazette, January 20, 1735, September 16, 1736, August 6, 171, 
September 27, 1750, October h, 1753, January 15, 1756, January 22, 1756, 
June 5, 1760, February 3, 1763, September 19, 1765, Novenber 15, 1775, 


eC, Gazette, December 12, 1747, March 28, 1749, February 19, 1751. 
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offered servants who were skilled artisans. The most plausible-sounding 
advertisenent was that of Widow Eaglesfield, who offered for sale 
"Several sorts of Joyners Wares, at Reasonable Hates",¢1 William Davis! 
widow informed those who had left any old books with the deceased book= 
binder that they would find then bound if they came to her, However, did 
she bind them, did she continue the business, or was this the lone 
instance of any connection with the bookbinder's craft?22 In addition to 
the sale of her household and shop goods, a tobacco engine, screw press, 
and other materials for carrying on the business of a tobacconist, a 
quantity of vobacco, a sieve maker's loom, gears for weaving sieves and 
other items in hair, and a still and worm, were sold with Elizabeth 
Evans' effects at her late home, at the Sign of the Crow, Was Elizabeth 
Evans a shopkeeper, tobacconist, sieve maker, and distiller? Did 
colonial versatility go that far?°3 

The greatest problem of all was the omissions, Typical of the 
licensed innkeepers, who were not noted in the press but were discovered 
elsewhere, was Margaret Trotter, who receipted a bill of over eleven 
pounds for Dr. Bond, in 1757. She held a license in 1762 and received 
her last in 1771.°4 Jacob Hiltzheimer recorded in his Diary that on 
November 23, 1772, he went to Widow Spence's and there supped on venison 
with four gentlemen, one of whom gave the supper because he was leaving 
ng ee 
21, Mercury, May 31, 1733. . 
22, Gazette, January 15, 1740=17h1, 


23. Gazette, November 1, 1753, 


2h. Phineas Bond Receipt Book, March 11, 1757; Tavern Licenses, A, B, 58; 
Freeholders' Tax list, 1756, A Widow Trotter was taxed in 1756, I¢£ 
this was Margaret Trotter she kept a tavern at least fifteen years, 
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for Carolina. Widow Spence received a tavern license September 6, 1770, 
for which she paid 3.5.9. Consequently she had full privileges, 
~including the dispensing of wine. Sarah Spence purchased further 
licenses in 1773 and 1774.29 Furthermore, the tavern licenses alone 
‘revealed the number of innkeepers referred to in the press were 
infinitesimal in comparison with the total number licensed, The constant 
arrest of men and women for sellinz Jiquor without license was further 
proof that there were many inns in additiom to those referred to in the 
newspapers or licenses, 

Many an artisan functioned quietly and was never referred to in the 
newspapers.e The early Quaker manufacturer Sybilla Masters, who devised 
ané patented a new process for curing Indian corn, developed a method of 
weaving hats of leaves and straw, and perfected a kind of honiny, 
"Tuscarora rice", sold as a cure for consumption, was overlooked.2° The 
fanous seamstress of Revolutionary fame, Betsy Ross, was not referred to 
in the pre-Revolutionary press, 

Undoubtedly there were many other enterprising wamen in business 
who have gone unnoticed. The tavern licenses reveal that a mere fraction 
of the women licensed to keep tavern ever had their names in the paper, 
Surely many of the women noted on the tax lists, the accounts of 


mercantile houses, and in receipt books, were in business, 


25» Farsons, Jacob Cox, (ed.), Fxtracts from the Di of Jacob Hiltzheimer 
of Philadelphia; Tavern Licenses, By 505 12) Ole 


26. Needles, Sanuel H., "The Governor's Will, and the Globe Mills, 
Philadelphia", PHHB, 8: 279~209, 
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TAVERN LICENSES 


Percentazces of Women Holding Licenses a 
Date Total Number of Women Percentage 
Licensees Licensed 

July July . 

1762 = 1763 293 =e oe 17.7 
1763 = 176) 308 52 17.0 
1764 = 1765 309 53 cy get 
1755 =~ 1764 306 | 55 18,0 
1755 «© 1767 312 5h 17,0 
1757 = 1768 285 57 20,0 
1768 ~ 1769 26h 53 20,0 
1769 = 1770 283 59 20.8 
1770 = 1771 28h 60 22.0 
1771 = 1772 270 4g 18.0 
1772 = 1773 265 L6 17.0 
1773 =~ 1774 260 50 19,0 
1774 = 1775 276 51 19,0 
1775 = 1776 218 Ly 20,0 


Duration of Tavernkeeping 


Number of Years Number of License 
Licensed Holders 
1 55 
2 hi 
3 30 
\ 15 
5 6 
6 7 
7 8 
8 9 
5 6 
10 5 
11 2 
12 2 
13 3 
1, 1+ 


* Elizabeth Coombes, Sarah ayes, Ann Marshall, and Rebecca Terry were 
licensed from 1762 to 1776, the only wonen to hold licenses for a 
“year period, 


. xxdid 


Mv 


iD 


b 
2. 
ne 


pes 
ws FF?) 


wa 


le PLD HE CO <P eye) 


a 





BIBLIOGRAFHY 


>» 


I, Bibliographical Aids 





Prigham, Clarence S,, History and Bibliorranhy of Anerican Levsparers, 
169082£2C, Worcester, hassachusetis: Aucricen Antiquarian Society, 
T9u7. 2 volumes. | 


Poll, Eugene £., (ed.), The Pennsylvania Marezine o 
Bicgrarhy I 1 
The historical Society of Ponrsylvania, 195k. 









Cuice to the Manuscript Collections of the Histcrical Sceiety of 
Pennsylvania. Second Edition, Fhiledeiphia: The Eistcrical Society 
of rennsylvania, 1949, 





II, Manuscript Sources 


The Historical Society of Pennsylvanta 


Cadwallader Accounts, Folder of Accounts, 17. 

Court Papers, 1715~1790, Indictments, City of Philsdelphie. 

Court Papers, Connon Pleas, 1732=174h, City of Philadelphia, 

Edward Carey Gardiner Collection, Miscellaneous, Box lS, 
Freeholders! Tax List, 1756. 

Janes Claypoole Letterbook, Accounts, Receipts, 1681-1663, 1 vole, 
Joshua Baldwin's Ledger Book, 1729-1797, 1 volune, 

Larp Tax, 1765, 


Icgan Papers: Volumes 18 and ),0, 
Account Book, 17121719, 


Nen Importation Resolution, Philadelphia, 1765, 
Norris Papers: Volumes 35, 39, 40, Wil. 

Ledger, 1709-170, 

Ledger, A, 172-2731, 

Day Book, 1739-1761, 
Paving Tax, 1765. 


Pemberton Papers, 1772=2773. Volumes 17, 21, 2h, and 25, 


xdvy 





3. sept oe eeeeES: a Sut 34 Sap wmigoel = 2 ek: Bie: pe 








ead ah apbxianel Xe ee. 


ta parts auth its «elit hi OASES si Bae S30 


eCdRk yodnses’ wi ae 
¢ Ae o te: y . 
‘ oo . —_ _. 
eexauol SqlisauneM ot i. Bik ane ee 
a >» , o¢ 


Vy oe 
sincvdyaacst tw Wadso® Eeviasert a Dieser om 


a axa a s a) 


Jai ,ctrwoook Yo tehict <20a020A ‘sebete 


“lo oft0 ~ehoamiadhel RT L-2ETE gittaget ae ia a 
; 
> Fae ae sa9k4 howard dames fund ay 


rotetloKss ymbsqetiod roattrsa0 wed rs ae 7 


a 





XKV 


Puiledelphia City, Court Papers, 1697-1732, 173?=2744, 174-1790, 
Philadelphia County Court of Quarter Sessions and Connon Pleas, 1695, 
Phineas Bond Receipt Book, 1758-1810, 1 volume, 

Pennsylvania Histcrical Society liscellaneous Collection, Petitions, 
Philadelphia, General, 1692-1891, undated, Box UA, Petitions for 
Tavern Licenses in Philadelphia, 1728, 

Poor Tax, 1769. 

Secretuty's Office, Ledger A and Ledger B, licenses for Marriages, 
Taverns, and Fedlars, 1761-1776. 2 volumes, 


III, Colcnial Newspapers 


The Ancrican Weekly Mercury, 1717=17h2, 
Germentowner Zeitunz, 1762-17776 
Ivanische Ges 


Der Hoch=Deutsch Fens; chicht-Schreiber, 1739=17h6, 






Hoch Teuteche und Englische Zeitung, 1751-1752, 





The Pennsylvania Thronicle, and Universe Advertiser, 1767-177h,. 
The Pennsylvania Evening Post, 1775.6 
The Pennsylvania Gazette, 1726-1776, 


The Pennsylvania Journal, and the Weekly Advertiser, 1763-1776, 





The Pennsylvania Packet and the General Advertiser, 1775-1776, 
Penny Post, 1769. 
Pensylvanische Berichte, 176-1762, 


Philadelphische Zeituny von allerhand Auswartig und einheimischen 
merckwurdiren oachen, 1755-1757, 


Der wochentliche Penns lvanische Henrich Millers Penns lvanischer 
taatsbote, 1775=1776, 


" Der Wochentliche Pennsylvanische Staatsbote, 1768-1775, 
Der Wochentliche Philadelphische Staatsbote, 1762-1768, 













te ttSoet etd Fond Tas oe ep ‘eiatved 
es ene riTtat. kP wet yet 
Ay ad etsigto 


qugetitad “ind opiate eit 5 segs at tas A aayher 230" a a4 
. ath; aid $ ey qiaeLor£ eisdses fhe |g an 2 
re st) ae 
: : i Lx hr ° 7 
wage Seinolod our yg ee 


4 SMV BTESE gua siaeall sash ot 
ofthat coxph uepd geste? 
oH QONE 9297 bento tile liaeet aaa es ccmeeoemeie Bt 





TOTAL eoedien™s pone Re 
Rite cient guar epee ot 
»2sTzoSte ction souetgr e 









bus ptipas Dect pate ent a Ri “— 
’ i“ “> ye 


1 a fF 


eet °F ror sé. 


i) 


tes ee 


ee —“s 


a i 


Iv. Printed Sources 


A. Boeks 
Piddle, Henry D., (ed.), Extracts fron the Journal of Elizabeth 
Philadelphia: Lippincott, 


Drinker from 1759 to 1C07 AsD. 
> 1682—= 


L659. 
gle, We He, (ede), Pennsylvania Archives, Third Series 
Harrisburg: State Frinter, 1694-1899. 30 volumes, 
to Willian Penn, and Laws of the Province 
el gegen cern nae aa te ey 






ant 


1801, 
_ 1662 and 170C see 


George, Staugiiton, Ch 
of Pennsylvania Passe 


Harrisburg, 16795. 





Or 
d 


between the Years 





of a life Chiefly Pessed in Pennsylvania 
Hiackwood, 10622, 





Graydon, Alexander, Mexncirs 
dithin the Last Sixty Years. Edinburgh: We 
Hazard, Semuel, (ed.), Fernsylvania Archives, First Series, 166-1790, 
12 volumes. 


Philadelphia: Jeseph Severns and Company, 1852=1856, 


L=vs of the Cammonwealth of Pennsylvania from the Fourteenth D. 
One Thousand Seven Hundred, to the twentieth D 

ond Hight Hvndred and Ten. Compiled by 
1810, volumes, 







of Octsber 
John Bioren, 





of liarch, Cne Thecus 
jarles Scith, Philadelphia: 
Minutes of the Provincial Council of Pennsylvania. Philadelphia: 
Joseph Sererns and Company, 1052, volumes. Camnoinly called 


Colonial ~ecords, 
Mitchell, James and Flanders, Henry, (editors), The Statutes at 


Large of Fennsylvania from 1682=1801, Harrisburg, . 
volwnes, 
Narratives of Early Pennsylvania West 
New Yorx: C, Scribdnerl3 


30-1707. 


Myers, Albert Cook, (ed.), 
New Jersey, and Delaware, 
Sons, 1912. 
Parsons, Jacov Cox, (ede), Extracts from the Diary of Jacob Hiltze 
Philadelphia: Willian F, Fell and 


heimer of Philadelnhia, 

Company, 1 936 

The History of Fennsylvenia in North America ees 
L790. 2 volumes. 


Proud, Robert, 
Philadelphia: Zachariah Poulsen, 
Watson, John ¥,, Annals of Philadelphia and Pennsylvania in the 
Philadelphia: Edwin S, Stuart, 1897. 3 volunes, 


Olden Time 4.,. 


















4 ‘ | OT um of 
gertivaa? gt a Gib OC. eee SR em 
wit is gS al ey oy a ee ee ram 

= ‘ ~ iy? + = “. “% 
Met ok hoes SS 


sheds te: Bit pleats : prot Leber 
., i tai Teaeha teh, Bs 33 


SOHAL 20uee beret aes. pest 


o= 4 enarharg tr 


em ae micas in a 


edie wires Fh pate ORR ine gh 36 extorelt yteimaxpts oti 
may tee APA SBES. af Suhel 2a par 2 teat ait? <— 


BES ouch sige ened Avda) ote iresall 


‘ » ~ >» . 
e ‘ seal ~ - = 
ety ait 44 
Gt. ao , ae = ¢ ‘2 > +< ¥ aie sm s¥oc igo 7eh Reyer 4 ' Pa 
ne em a > or rs " . 
cul, moss: iaiS inet eure Ba S famenpeyo) +: to tad © 
. - wee.” (a ee i, + ames esis & , 
es fares eNS ogee are . aeyed Breletuls pe Sso7oU  7O 
eile 9a Eee a ey, - Tier ie . a 
— rn ey ’. & re 41 ie SS eae 5 ?7u> ea rig ‘ Hees z9 ys 
be. - " Te aoe eo iad es a Te © - 
weenie 2 OAD Ghote TRE Giaee. sit ails os Sa 7 
7 ‘ | 
T yh 


is Sette pass ek cae of ee: Shin’ IO “Laue? ) Seton: wort ons aie 
rm : “= a on, aaa’ ~y a ieee aad ee " - 
Jae * O tw ears « PP ie ee tea tes Oe 
a 


Vol? te tens’ tates 


od th ‘} eae q@3s% 





34 PET a eT 1g bein } 
ayn eh opie) And ‘ bs ; 
> wal Re OTe is sty foots ie ee ts rate 7 S ae 
. 1 
> i 7 as 
\ ~ _ LS » [ 
Rist pid my uP ee Vs wy tue ® ter e ene 
Beil sedrsvt yn ioe 28 costae als 
E “a ae a sw F waa? Wo , 


on Yeo gt v fe 


Sr RieL a! ee ovis roa ai: 


* =e chk 


Hltus 














B, Periodicals 


Black, Re Alonzo, (ed.), "Journal of William Flack", Pennsylvanis © 
facazine of History and Biography, 1: 117132, 233-049, Gob- 
19. 


"Correspondence between William Strahan and David Hall, 1763-1777", 
Pennsylvania Macazine of History and Biography, 11: 223-23h. 





mrfect of the 'Non Importation Agreement! in Philadelphia, 1769-70", 
Extracts fron letters of Henry Drinker to Abel Janes, Pennsyl=- 


vania Magazine of History and Biography, Ui: 4145. 
LOL I OT OO 


Sauer, Johann Christoph, "An Early Description of Pennsylvania, 
1724", Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Piography LS: 236 










"Shin Registers for the Port of Philadelphia, 1726-1775", Pennsylvania 
Macazine of History and Biovraphy, 23: 25-26, 370-385, 195-515; 





Zits Oe “115; 212-223, 340"356, 500-5193 25% 118-131, 266-281, 
00-116, 560-5743 26: 126-143, 230-28), 390-4003 27: 9-106, 
238=2):7, 346-3526 


"Some letters and an Abstract of Letters from Pennsylvania, Containing 
the State and Improvement of That Province. Published to Prevent 


MisReports, London, 1591", Pennsylvania Magazine of History and 
Biography, 4: 189201. 


V. Secondary Works 


A. Books 


Adans, Janes Truslow, Provincial Society, 1690-1763 (A History of 
American Life, edited by A. “Me Schlesinger and D. Re. Fox). 


New York: Macmillan Company, 1928. 


Andrews, Charles M., The Colonial Period of American Histo 
New Haven: Yale University Press, 193i volumes. 


Beer, Seorge Le, British Colonial Policy, 175-1765. New York: 
Macmillan Company, 1922. 





Bezanson, Anne, Gray, Robert D., Hussey, Miriam, Prices in 
Colonial Pennsylvania. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania 
Press, 19356 


Pezanson, Anne, Prices and Inflation during the American Revolutions 


Pennsylvania, 1770-1790, Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania 
Press, 1951. 





t Rates ae rekindle anata sae a anwote ™ 
Oe ane atin est aie Seed 58 Stioe ns A gtruy fence 
- 5 


{eos Ses e  biahehat) 1 a= LP var o joe tad yea aby? 6c 4 : ‘ 5 






See (ARNEL Loh, oe ssahn ‘Tt uos Te SHEE exert af woo 
mo SE —. " Ya % ' ya = 
tee he suit bans <a an coo. 22 oc ine- a4 ° r : a= 


ga titerDysiss Ye mr echoaws <i Ae etapa bie rad etal 4) 


A ae «af ee. ee ee ae : 
as Thy akan einen Re Mees adi Se ai by oe: ASSe Einar iyeinet oe vets % 


whew 


“ i Fy ct Sh in LL A « 
"te ha) hes hy ry —_ nay } ea | 
F We fay cote 2 Pa Boat — pee trefsinss eg 
os abek gi Beaty 7 ae , $23 .ueiaine te ones 
q=A te 85 my c < tc¢* 2 = wad. >. - 
" ' : ‘a, 
qucked? 2% ies 


t ss 


ae 
, 
% 


am 






ABORde NdSBES 
gether tpsy:< a of rd at ee or ) Se tern? Ye Soarnteek - wa a « ® a 


SHGTHT. of Per ei ion ae eee te ee j 
paige aorere gs NS ' ? SSeORRHOS Di CERES oid. : 
NT En Meal Nand We EE OE MI a. ae ehinitos Stig z. LM oP 


LOHRGL ad <eiggaget. 


‘ 4 sé j 
; ewooH A. 
aor 
* se 


| stsiadieien SP GS tote whee mabe 

; 2ON2L wre mii inost aaok vstl . 
ay ive ‘4 a ‘ Mf a ; er g ‘ aa 
, ic, LF ond ie A cae. § Ae’ : hi ‘ P . Ax @ - ; 





— cee Pts 
s Sad #uakits, i] ws 


xxviii 


Bining, Arthur C., Pennsylvania Iron Manufacture in the 
Eighteenth Century. Harrisburg: Pennsylvania Historical 
Canrission, 1936, ~ 





Pining, Arthur C,, The Rise of American Econoaic Life, New 
York: C, Seribner, 1943. 


Bridenbaugh, Carl F,, The Colonial Craftsman. New York: 
New York University Press, 1950, 


Byidenbaugh, Carl F., Cities in Revolt, Urban life in America, 
1 7i:3-1775. New York: Alired A. Knopf, 1955. 





Bridenbaugh, Carl F,, Cities in the Wilderness, the First 


Century of Urban Life in Anerica, 1925-1742. New Yorks 


the ionald Fress Company, 1938. 





Bridenbaugh, Carl and Jessica, Hebels and Gentlemen: Philadelphia 


in the Ase of Franklin. New York: seynal end hitchcock, 19 


Bronner, Edwin, "Pennsylvania: 1681-1701, Utopian Fajlure, 
Practical Success", (Unpublished doctcral dissertation, 
University of Pennsylvania, 1952), 





Dexter, Elizabeth Anthony, Colonial Women of Affairs: A Stu 
of Women in Gusiness and the Professions in America before 
2n Zilin VOM ANY y 92 le 


Dunaway, We Fe, History of Fennsylvania. ‘State College, 
Pennsylvania: Tne Pennsylvania State College, 19,6, 
Greene, Evarts B,, The Revolutionary Generation 1763-17 


(A History of American Life, edited by Ae he Schlesinger 
and D. X, Fox). New York: Macmillan Company, 1928, 






Herrick, Cheesman A., White Servitude in Pennsylvaniae Philadelphia: 
os 
John J, MeVey, 1926, 






illustrative ap, Transactions of the American Philos 
societye Philadelphia: Anerican Fhnilozophical Society, 1953. 
Vol. L3e Part. I, 


Jackson, Joseph, Encyclopedia of Philadelphia. Harrisburg: 
The National Historical Association, 1933. volumes, 


Lathrop, Elise L,, Early American Inns and Taverns, New Yorks 
R. Me McBride and Coupeny, 1936. 


Overholtzer, Ellis P,, Philadelphia; a History of the City and 
Its People, a Record cf 225 Years. iladelphia: The S, J, 
Clarke Publishing Canpany, 1912. h volumes, 






Osgood, Herbert Le, The American Colonies in the Fichteenth Century. 
New York: Columbia University Press, 192). volumes. 


a gs 





see. xt Res rt ee Peis itt ste 


Ty i suet we 


A A TT oe)! 
ais me Bt abr 5 | iaietent oh? eA 
ore a! owe ite ee Sn 
a ul 


>, 
’ «ih, 
kei CL me 


gare ise "on ww 


‘ 
aten ohe ¥ ies are eRe Pps singin peoiaesy tug Lua? raced 
Kolin as a argent — a ee Myers tre hy 
See gReGten a FES A is "lt * tt to. 3 
Mine a cataegt =f ta Bee satiaey Lrasicret* ibd neue 
(ie oe PLD eID Sexqinue fasta t Oana). » Manone sees? We 
o(Seet  aboviyecet te heroes: ei are 
et k tie tais top Paleo le | names ifedes LIS ode a 
an BE SOP Ana , Pu ies : inn bows anenlay. A we tc , monet 
oe em er te eet PP we ren) ae 7 ree . : “ - y ~ 
si ee ch Ree tk eee ee aa | mas 
www 
qugetoy Sse + aah & i 16 vac aa sala Me hevewt | 
afd. VSTi’ By a? perce erase ec. teirs poranit ai 
Coe get sts q 5 hitetetefr its Von rtufovesl Soe os pdacirel. arta 
” datas ale eb preg ey re Sa mm We et ae naeavn er marten = | 
SAH 89- SS g aK et HASLER pS. Er rapsisek lo Ines A} Tie 
Book yoismes Aoiftee alt yeroY wall 2 (x0T of oC bas are 


en ail aL 


sqhteistal tat gies: ar Vero. A eee 8 oe EE a ase potest “eke 







Fad sys%y “3 re ue Mie 4 eet iy i = ? 
aes 2 Ler Eee a = ee Sr A a - ee " c~ 
? at irae 

i rere 3. pees th ate sty i ota ped ie mn » 

yf fy ~ = se ‘ 





3 Cra as sk cn aR eee 
ie ae ese oe | coe a % a. aRe a 4 Lae 


xc x 


Scharf, John T,. and Westcott, Thompson, History of Philadelphia, 
1609~<188). Philadelphia: L, ee iverts and Canpanyy 1 8) 2 


3 volumes. 


>» 


Schlesinzer, Arthur H., The Colonial Merchants and the American 





Revolution, 1763-1776. ‘ew tcrks Columbia University, 1918. 


Seilhamer, George 0., History of the American Theater, Philadelphia: 
Globe Printing House, TBebe 


- 


Thayer, Theodore, Israel Pemberton, King of guakers, Philadelphias 
The Historical Society of Pennsy) vania, 19u36 





Thayer, Theodore, Pennsylvania Politics and the Growth of Democracy, 
170-1775. Harrisburg: Tne Pennsylvania historical and Kuseum 
Comiission, 1953. 

Tolles, Frederick 3., Meeting House and Countine House, The 

Quaker Merchants of Colonial rhiladelnhia . 

Chapel Hill, Worth Carolina: University of North Carolina. 

Press, 1948. 





B, Periodicals 


Brunhouse, Rp Le, "The Effect of the Townshend Acts in 
Pennsylvenia", The Pennsylvania Macazine of History and 


Biography, 5h: 355-3736 


Gillingham, Harrold E., "The Philadelphia Windsor-Chair and 


Its Journeyings", Pennsylvania Magazine of History end 
Biography, 55: 301-332. 





Jones, H. Ge, “Historical Sketch of the Hittenhouse Pper 
Mill; The First Erected in America, A.D. 1690", Pennsylvania 


Mazazine of History and Biography, 20: 315-333. 


Kistler, Ruth M., "Willian Allen, Provincial Man of Affairs", 
Pennsylvania History, 1: 165<17h. 


Needles, Samuel H., "The Governor's Mill, and the Globe Mills, 


Philedelphia", Pennsylvania Mevazine of History and Biography, 
8: 279-2996 


Nettels, Curtis P., "The Economic Relations of Boston, Philadelphia, 
and New York", Journal of Economic and Susiness History, 3: 185= 
2156 


Pennypacker, Sarmel W., "The Settlement. of Germantown and the 
Causes Which Led to It", Pennsylvania Magazine of History and 


Biography, hs 1-1, 


Plummer, Wilbur Ce, "Consumer Credit in Philadelphia", Pennsylvania 
Magazine of History and Biography, 66: 385-409. 





taliyera line Sut ce eo i -eQoe ree & 


oe are tit a 


bebe oa an ¢ . = .? 
< COT nt ce .. ew Bs Saweee aoe 1 Se OES, 


ae eerie ne BE Pal ge. Cea ae '. 


SoG AS Here athe Fe Gos Sue) weno" its a La BN = 


As yaa a oe ah pn at ee gee as 


. = a, " : — e f 
as Nee sae terns rire ee tes. ros oO . ut - 
‘ j i . Tp Le neat: i =e nner re - pore _ “ al. é T 
bags ¢ OY Bee, hte SG > eS F . * Sire ie tet learts) : 1 * ary 
2 
e ba y ~ 


. ales ha byet me . 


oct” ptt —of Brune: 2s halide pels ane, aeigest eet torrebert ceoiset * “a 
¥) 2 


AE StgA GekdeeoT ait) to, oahee eat ent off deta oa 
te Yrmr. To salsengs: oie hearst eee Posgges sheet 


itn TRE le cyigeznors ” 
Ree Sies> teehee strilaniie ot gst BlGres8 oe 


fist roNes4e So antral aha Me <"aantypirnb- : 


a ao on St = al a Ae pa ~~ ral 
« 


SEE LOE 28R cesar ois. 


SOakt. atts bate nies a? xv. ge Peake Lesirosenl® get 4h 
BREE TS BR ge te RD Seeeonaly oat. 






Lj GP ONEREA Yo ack Aegksanrct GHEE eae al atk cate re 
ey |: Saeaeine ) onic-tat 4S pele aceasta 


| a 
ho rig eee Leek 
ets wt eat ehhh ct aseocd Sot on 8 oe : 
eee hc, Sree? enemas feet 





PREFACE 

Recent years have brought an interest in women's role in the 
national economy, Modern labor-saving devices have freed women fron 
the drudgery and confinenent of household chores, Many women have taken 
advantage of this to seek gainful employment. A number of studies have 
been made of women's contribution to + « national economy in recent years, 
but little has been written about their contribution in colonial times. 
What did they contribute as self-auployed members of the working force to 
the economic life of colonial days? 

Throughout the colonial era the prinary occupation of Philadelphia 
women was homemaking. The importance of marriage to a young girl was 
attested in Franklin's little whimsy in the Gazette: 

To Gov, Johnson = Petition of Maids, 
Whereas we the humble Petitioners are at present in a 

very melancholly Disposition of Mind, considering how all 

the Batchelors are blindly captivated by Widows, are our more 

youthful charms thereby neglected, the consequence of this our 

Request is, that your Excellency will for the future order, that 

no Widow shall preswie to marry any young Man till the Maids are 

provided for, or else to pay each of them a Fine to be laid on 

all such Batchelors as shall be married to Widows. The great 

Disadvantage it is to us Maids is, that the Widows by their for- 

ward Carriages do snap up the young Men, and have the Vanity to 

think their Merits beyond ours, which is a great Imposition upon 

us, who ought to have the Preference. 

The petitioners, sixteen maids, concluded with the "hope you will prevent 
any further Insults", 


The important part played by women in the colonial hame in helping 





1, The Pennsylvania Gazette, March 2, 173h. 
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20d, 
provide life's necessities, food, shelter, an¢ clot » has been 
discussed frequently, but the economic role of women outside household 
activities has gone unrecorded and unsung, The purpose of this study 
has been to determine if women made any eignificant contributions as 
entrepreneurs <= in the words of Webster, tiose who asswed the risk 
and management of business == to the colonial eccnaxy of the area 
comprehended today in Philadelphia county, and if they did, in what 
fields they might be found in a position of ecnsequence, The frame of 
reference for this study has been the newenacsers. The narrative has been 
based on bits of information pertinent to wacen's business activities 
that have been isolated fran the mass of newszacer advertising; this has 
been supplemented by additional facts fraz selected representative 
colonial manuscripts, Time and again, incide-t2l information has been 
Snatched fran death notices, sales of property, estate settlements, 
auction advertisements, chanzes of address, ac4 other items whose main 
purpose was not to indicate econonic activities but which inadvertently 
harbor gems of information, 

The colonial newspaper is the best Sinzie guide to the econonic 
activity of the denizens, albeit its picture is necessarily lopsided and 
incamplete. Newspaper evidence of occupation for both men and women is 
limited to those whose names were mentioned fcr one reason or another, 
There were many more entrepreneurs than were referred to in the papers. 

A brief perusal of the Norris ledgers alone indicates many non-advertisers 
who bought stocks of sufficient quantity to supply small shops; the tavern 
licenses reveal many tavernkeepers who never were referred to in the 
public press, 

The evidence of wanen's econanic activity is fragnentary, Much of 
the material is scattered, and undoubtedly much lies hidden in long-forgotten 









a Se sense we etsa Passe es aan 
ists oad fiweccag te a sebedenk *- 3K alt prea 


is ‘ad ie 


diets mlt So Pane Jalbict off af + @ranltod | <— 
- te “4. 
Snike mt (hth cgets Th Sas. etrtety atriivtal te? ct waibos & exe 





re ae | 


a 
So partied? <esmerpoues Hohe Say a ax Sno? eo? atgia ised she. a at - 
nee eal @ivaiaan oct 3. tageceeen act crsant cad theta eld 20% esouroten 





ox 
eeivivicos osanieus <i of dheniieg DOLEAAEY TE, % aiid ho buee a 
att etc ante tStevep ae srveN oO aegm a4} worl botafoat stood ovuit dunt” _ 
evitnsaaneiooy taoacee cor atoel Tem seiihe yd bodsentgnt ood 7 
ede! Ball CoMamesict Isccearost .Atese Bas ant sd qhroemnen tatoaton = 
me : 
ghtnomisios ateite ome: lo sdfae rechten dégeb apet bottotase 
Rae RUSS Sel) tH Soe pttovbhe te smpaiests «Stusrortievds notdous 7 
siinestetent Ratcy cot 2s iv ios <ihneoe ave tha ed he sosiall aot e, 
oe Ltaarsy yet % envy. waded: 


DRO Mis of shi -eleeie fae gm a ware cstaotoo ed? 
bits ante oa vihwtiwiad) @6 Pie Ohy ett Shacks teat oft to Wieltos 

SE ObetiW kot yor Apod tase Jetnsse Bo Semaciaharael sedetgmoat 
ue Pa 


<taiitoeee {ty Rexeen Oho cel fates cin alate cea aml ov hegingt 
: au ag rate 
sae sr at cytes or wie ont ee - aan ~ 


ai 





‘Moone a7 A se 
a ie ace 
or p ne? v 


pe ens pa wt os , 


woclt 


or neglected family documents, stories passed by word of mouth fran 
generation to generation, or seldom-used business records. Despite the 
fact that information must be gathered from isolated itens scattered 
hither and yon, or gathered as incidental fact from records not intended 
to document women's econanic activities, the scattered evidence indicates 
women did engage in occupations outside those cumprehended in "household 
activities", 

Women actually played a much larger and more important role in the 
economy of colonial Philadelphia than has been realized generally, Many 
women showed economic independence, initiative, and enterprise, Signifi- 
cant numbers were shopkeepers, tavernkeepers, and craftswomen, While 
there was a scattering of evidence of women in other activities, these 
were the significant businesswomen, Their occupations were proclaimed 
to the world most frequently when the enterprisers were mentioned in 
advertisements, This dissertation is a discussion of the econonic role 
of the colonial women who achieved a fairly prominent position in the 
economy as shopkeepers, tavernkeepers, and craftswamen, It is not an 
attempt to catalogue the enterprise of every woman mentioned in the 
newspapers. | 

Since this is a study of women who assuned the risk or menagement of 
business, the less experienced, confident or enterprising women who merely 
utilized extra space in the hone, or worked in subordinete positions, 
have been eliminated, Alexander Graydon, in writing of his mother's 
keeping a lodging house, commented that this was "an employment which 
in Philadelphia, has been the vsual recourse of persons in her situation, 
that is, of widows, reputebly brought up, left in circumstances too 


Slender for the support of their fanilies",° Nurses and even governesses 
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2. Graydon, Alexander, Memoirs of a Life Chiefly Passed in Pennsylvania, 35, 
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were merely glorified household servants. One hopeful governess, of 
the very few who advertised, evidenced greater confidence than ability 
when she claimed to teach "grammatically and with great Perspicuity, 
She will learn them likewise plain work and marking",3 

Although Philadelphia county was predaninantly rural, few 
plantation owners advertised and then only when animals Strayed or the 
properties were sold, The one frequent advertiser was Hannah Dubre, wno 
raised all sorts of garden seed on her plantation for the wholesale and 
retail trade and advertised then sporadically fron 1753 until 1770, 

Most of the research for this dissertation was done at the 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania. The writer is deeply grateful to 
the Society, and to the members of the Manuscript department in 
particular, for their kind, courteous, and generous assistance at all 
times. She is indebted also to the personnel of the Ridgway Library 
and the Temple University Library for their help. 

The writer is deeply indebted to Dr. Thaaas Cochran for his 
criticism, guidance, and encouragement. Without his sympathy, good 
humor, and inspiration the task would have seemed insuperable, 

An expression of appreciation and thanks is due the late Dr. Arthur 
C. Bining, who always was most generous with kindly advice and 
constructive criticism, and Dr. Jeannette P, Nichols, who lent encourage- 
ment in the early days of the project and has given helpful criticism in 
the latter stages, 
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30 Gazette, September 9, 1772. 


4. Ibid., October 25, 1753, November 1, 1753, December 12, 175), November 
17, 1763, October 6, 1768, February 8, 1770. 
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Chapter I 
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PHILADELPHIA'S COLONIAL ECONOMY 


The economic history of colenial Philadelphia may be divided into 
three periods: 1681-1719, 1720-1763, and 1763-1776. The first period 
was the presnewspaper era, the time the economic foundations were laid; 
the second brought the establishnent of newspapers, the conclusion of 
the colonial wars, and some economic complexity; the third was the 
period of imperial reorganization with consequent economic strain and 
Stress that eventually emaene the shalor the whole colonial period, 

Agriculture, commerce, and the crafts were the basic occupations 
of the inhabitants of Philadelphia county throughout the entire 
colonial period, This economic blueprint was sketched as early as 
the first twenty years and explored further and refined in the remainder 
of the colonial erae 


County residents provided the agricultural products while the 
city residents, as distinct fran the county, exported the richly 
diversified agricultural products of Philadelphia county as well as 
the "Pennsylvania Dutch" hinterland!, and imported goods from the 
other colonies and the mother country for these same areas. The needs 
of the farmers and traders in tum stimulated the development of crafts, 
Millers appeared to grind grain into flour, bakers to make flour into 
biscuit, shipwrights to build Ships, carpenters to build wharves as well 


era etaneaiecepw arent eeserneorareentemien eteresreemsang meatier omer tn comin a, 


le Colonial records make little distinction between the tillers of 


Philadelphia county and those of the hinterland, the ever owing 
area west of Philadelphia, and the Jersey and Maryland region, 
a 
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as homes. Although the commercial activities of the traders and the 
craftsmen reflected changing conditions more+readily than did those of 
the farmers, it was the increased production of foodstuffs of the 
Philadelphia and hinterland farmers that stimulated and made possible 
more cauplex econanic activity e* 

William Penn and many of his Quaker followers wanted wealth and 
security as well as protection for their religious ideas and personal 
liberties. To attract settlers and reap a reward from his land Penn 
also invited non=Quakers to Pennsylvania, He publicized his plans 
in widely distributed brochures explaining the indigenous products, 
what could be raised by cultivation, and conditions for acquiring land; 
he appealed especially for immigrants who would be best adapted to, and 
most needed in, the new lands: industrious famers, day-laborers, and 
craftsmen. He alse sent agents throughout Europe and formed companies — 


to guarantee the colonizing of the province,3 





@e Colonial records provide little specific evidence of agricultural 
developrent, but commercial accounts, in recording the increasing 
experts of "bread products, grain, flour, and biscuit", indicate 
the growth of farm production, 


3 Myers, Albert Cook, Narratives of Early Pennsylvania, West Jers 
and Delaware, 202=215; Bronner, Edwin, "Pennsylvania: 1001-1701, 
Jtopian Pailure, Practical Success", (Unpublished doctoral 
dissertation, University of Pennsylvania, 1952), 1-11, %~38, 101-107, 
Penn's policy for disposing of land was essentially feudal, Orig- 
inally he planned to sell 5,000 acres for 100 to individual pur 
chaserse He sold a few tracts but soon discovered few could afford 
to buy such large tracts so he provided a settler could buy 250 acres 
for b5, 500 acres for 10, or rent land for one penny an acre yearly 
for a maximum of 200 acres. At times he made additional concessions, 
Penn levied an annual quit-rent of one shilling on each hundred 
acres sold, The qiit-rent, the commutation of goods and services owed 
a lord into an annual financial payment to quit a man of feudal 
responsibilities, had no place in the new world. lowover, the letters 
patent gave Pennsylvania to Penn under feudal tenure. Recalcitrant 
colonists refused to pay rent on lands purchased and fought Penn or 
his heirs tnroughout the colonial period. "The founding of Pennsyle- 
vania was a spectacular and successful business venture for everyone 
except Penn," 
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The few early large-scale purchasers were largely investors only. 
The majority of the settlers, who came from the British Isles, kolland, 
Germany, and the other colonies, were of moderate or humble circun- 
stances and had to clear the forest, plow, build their own homes, and 
conquer the land by their own back-breaking toil. Sometimes they were 
faced by near starvation; frequently i11 health addedto their hardship. 
Ecwever, in general they were optimistic about the futuré despite their 
imnediate struggle and small returnelt 

The compelling necessity of providing food, shelter, and clcthing 
dictated to the settlers the necessity for farming, for a time at least, 
Cenerally they used primitive agricultural methods to raise their crops 
of grain, wheat, rye, oats, barley, and buckwheat, peas, beans, hemp, 
flax, tobacco, cattle and other products, They used crude wooden plows 
and harrows drawn by oxen or horses, sowed grain by hand, reaped with a 
sickle, and threshed with a flail, However, industrious farmers, 
cultivating the rich soil, soon provided food for themselves, food for 
the townspeople, and surplus food for export.” 

After the food supply for the town was assured and sufficient local 
trade developed to cbtain commodities that could be exchanged in the 


ae ent ent ameninsiesinesfentivenssinsineuthsnuansnisenafindetionsnetheetntanamet-antnnaie ies 


4, Pennsylvania Archives (first series), I: 0-6; Tolles, Frederick Be, 
Meeting House and Counting House, 38-L4; Brenner, "Pennsylvania", 130= 
e Approximately a dozen women purchased tracts of fron 250~) ,COO 
acreSe 






5s Bining, Arthur C.,, The Rise of American Economic Life, 55=56, 56-60; 
Bronner, "Pennsylvania", 50; Myers, Narratives, 262, 2923 Adams, Janes 
Truslow, Provincial Society, 28—29, 

Philadelphia county as a whole remained primarily agricultural 
throughout the colonial period despite the town's growing importance 
as a trading center, In 1683 Penn reported a weekly market had been 
established "to which the ancient lowly inhabitants come to sell their 
produce to their profit and our accamcdation", By 1685 two weekly 
markets were in operation and James Claypoole, treasurer of the Free 
Society of Traders, wrote Penn, "Provisions very cheap", By 1698 


Germantown, another county village, had become a market town for. 
agricultural produce, 
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world market, Philadelphia's shrewd merchants sallied forth to find new 
marts for trade. These men first traded with other mainland colonies ,® 
and by 1590 Philadelphia merchants had developed a profitable inter~ 
colonial trade, Philadelphia had become a center for the exchange of 
agricultural staples particularly, and for skins and forest products, 

In the next decade, to the accompaniment of complaints in nearby colonies 
against Philadelphia's dosinance in the sale of raw materials and the 
purchase of necessities this intercolonial trade grew.’ It becane more 
important as more lands were settled andi improved roads and ferries were 


built 3 
This profitable trade helped Philadelphia merchants accwmlate 


capital, but they had to sell outside the mainland colonies to secure 


eee rh ener retinue inner cp. 


6. Myers, Narratives, 241-22, 325; Claypoole letter to Norton Claypoole, 
London, 1; 5 moe 1662, Letterbook; Pennypacker, Sarmel W., "The 
Settlement of Germantown and the Causes Wnich Led to It", Pennsylvania 

Mazazine of History and Biorranhy (hereafter PHB), IVs ye 3 “Sone 

etters and an Apstract of rs from Pennsylvania. Containing the 

State and Improvement of that Province. Published to Prevent 

MsReports, London, 1691.", PHHB, IV: 199, 

To encourage the extension of commerce Penn granted, in 1682, a 
liberal charter to +he Free Society of Traders, a joint stock company » 
Penn contributed Capital, land, and the privilege of carrying on 
nanufactures as well as trade, The Company began whaling in the Bay, 
imported goods to sell in rhiladelphia, and within a few years cut into 
Massachusetts! carrying trade in the Caribbean islands, Despite 
ambitious nlans anu early successes the company was not profitable, was 
dissolved by Assembly action in 1721, and wound un itsaffairs, 















7 Nettels, Curtis Pe, "The Economic Relations of Soston, Philadelphia, 


and New York", Journal of Economie and Business Histo 9 III: 207-215; 
Bronner, "Pennsylvania", ILO=IlT, 301-302, 339 

Philadelphia shipped sone grain to New England and even to the West 
Indian Barbadoes in 168, Seven Ships from Boston brought lunber, West 
Indirs goods, wine, fish, iron, and European goods, and carried away 
grain, flour deerskins, tobacco, whalebone, and port in 1687. In 1690 
Willian Rodney wrote Penn, "de supply New England with abundance Wheat, 
Pread, Flower, Eeef, Pork and stro beer", and also sell in Maryland 
and Virginia. 


8. Brideabaugh, Carl F,, Cities in the Wilderness, 1933; Osgood, Herbert L,, 
The Anerican Colonies in the lAéth Century, II: 499; Schlesinger, Arthur 


Mo, Colontal Mercnants and the Mnerican Revolution, 26-27. 
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sufficient funds to pay for Duropean imports .? Individuzl energetic 
merchants built up a lively trade with the West Indies mostly in pro- 
visions, timber, and horses, which were bartered for suger, cotton, and 
indigo. This trade cane within the Scope of the Navigation Acts since 
‘the products were not reserved for England and were carried in ships 
owned and staffed by Englishmen or colonials, ‘The outtreak of King 
Willian's War in 1689 encourazed production and commerce and Pennsylvania 
found ready and profitable markets for all she could produce, Philadelphia, 
tne capital, by 1700 based her existence om her rapidly growing comerce,+t 
The story of Philadelphia's growing cauwrcial prosperity was tinged 
by dark accusations of illegal actions. In the last yezrs of the century 
Philadelphia was severely censured by the English goverment for dise 
obedience to the foreign trade laws and regulations, Comlaints claimed 


CL PCT a AO Et eesti tala tibetan 
9. ALL trade beyond the mainland cclonies has been considered "foreign" 
in this paper. This included the English West Indies as well as the 
possessions of other countries, : 


10, Bronner, "Pennsylvania", 3330. The Board of Treis figures compiled 
in 1698-99 revealed Pennsylvania sent to England prectice valued at 
82720 and purchased B10, 702 worth, and in the ensuine year goods sent 
to England were worth i540 and imports cost 817,042. These figures 
excluded the larger foreign trade, particularly the rather extensive 
exports to the West Indies. The report to the Boart of Trade in 1700 
claimed the colonists "have improved tilledge to that degree that they 


have made Bread fflower & Beer a drugg in all the Herke+tts in the West 
Indies", 


il. Myers, Narratives, 325; Adams, Provincial Societ L5-52; Bronner, 
"Pennsylvania", 13k-lil, 33h=3h0 3 Pennypacker, “Germantowm", PUHB, 
IVs h-5; "Letters", Pitiz, IV: 199, 
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Pennsylvania was friendly to pirates and encouraged illicit trade, l2 

After 1700, in addition to the Caribbean trade direct connections 
were made with Bristol and London for manufactured goods and with 
Lisbon and Madeira for wine. Queen Anne's War stimulated trade, legal 
and illegal; it also brouzht depression on the heels of ware However, 
1715-1720 brought recovery and a thriving trade. Despite war and 
| post war depression, on the whole there was increasing prosperity. By 
1729 Philadelphia had become second only to Boston as a commercial 3 
center, 3 

Second only 40 Philadelphia's commerce was her handicraft industry 
wiich supplemented and became an important adjunct of trade. Some 
craftsmen were sent over to the colony to help establish it, others were 
invited to settle, These artisans not only provided basic services but 


created a denand for goods as well. As more settlers arrived, more 


nn nr nenemeneeeieteensaimearannianteentersstnestsciesatietteemathseat sentences -stnssinsianahninbueneioveateas-chowdnnaeunabasziare 


12, Bronner, "Pennsylvania", 190-191, 275=30h, Privateering was legal 
in the colonial wars but it tended to merge into outright piracy. 
Men who had become careless over the legalities of seizure, and 
had eventually stooped to illicit actions, infested the Caribbean, 
the African coast, and even preyed upon the Shipping of the North 
Atlantic, Since the Board of Trade papers were full of references 
to pirates in most of the colonies, Pennsylvania was "no more 
cursed with them than other provinces, However, it is certain 
that lawless men were attracted to a colony where the use of force 
was frowned upon in principle, and seldomresorted to in practice," 


13. Bridenbaugh, Wilderness, 185-186, 203-2053 Proud, Robert, The History 
of Pennsylvania in North Anerica ses, II: 27-23. By 1720 the 
maunder of merchants had grown sufficiently to form a distinct class, 
New merchants included Edward Shippen, Thomas Lloyd, Jr., Thomas 
Masters, Richard Willing, Cadwallader Colden, William Fishbourn, and 
Jonathan Dickinson, Their chief importance lay in their growing 
wealth, From merchants! profits came capital for expansion and 
investment. One venturesane merchant, John Copson, became a private 
insurance broker for shipowners and a backer of William Bradford when 
he founded the American Weekly Mercury. Samuel Carpenter and William 
Fishbourn were not only importers and exporters, but they owned and 
operated the principal wharves and warehouses, Some of this wealth 
spilled over to the artisans and the shopkeepers who retailed the 
goods, The thrift of the latter added to the venture capital. Men 
like George Mifflin and Charles Read in 1720, three years after 
receiving their freedoms, had enough money to begin their transition 
from shopkeeper to merchant, 
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craftsnen set up shop to minister to their varied needs, Numerous 
craftsmen with a variety of skills assisted commercial ventures and 
helped promote Philedelphia's rapid rise a8 a commercial rival of the 
older cities th ) 

The increase in commerce stimulated especially the crafts concerned 
with preparing corusodities for export and with shipping. The desire 
for goods the English could not provide or colonists could not afford to 
buy stimuleted scme industries; natural resources encouraged others. As 
populztion increased and setters moved farther into the interior, 
Philadelphia's skilled craftsmen increasingly had to meet their demands. 
Fowever, no craft had advanced beyond the household stage by the turn of 
the century.J5 The business depression of the years before the Peace 
of Utrecht made economizing necessary, stimulated household industries, 
and consequently increased the importance of the craftsman, The great 
age of the colonial craftsian began with the eighteenth century .16 

A craftsman's success or failure depended on his om skill, 


er eae espnseaeeeprenesipossyasesrmpsrepnensssemboens stipes since 


li. Tolles, Neeting House, 21,3. Among the Philadelphia inhabitants in 
1655, wrote Penn, were most sorts of useful tradesmen such as 
"carpenters, Joyners, Bricklayers, Masons, Plasterers, Plumers, 
Smiths, Glasiers, Taylers, Shoenakers, Buchers, Bakers, Brewers, 
Glovers, Tanners, Felnongers, Wheelwrights, MU wriehts, Shipwrights, 
Boatwrights, Ropemakers, Saylmakers, Blockmekers, Turners Ete.", A 
report of 1590 noted the presence of a hundred artisans engaged in 
over thirty different crafts and twenty-nine snopkeepers great and 
small, Sixty different operating trades were enumerated by 1697. 


15 Bridenbaugh, Carl F., The Colonial Craftsman, 1-4, 6-66. The 
population doubled every twenty-five years but was not able to 
increase its imports of English goods in proportion to its needs, 


16. meron Provincial Society, 54-55; Bridenbaugh, Colonial Craftsman, 
» 53-696 
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adaptability, foresight, and business ability. He opened and operated 

the shop, purchased tools and raw materials, designed the article, 

instructed the apprentices, supervised the other workers, procured 
orders, and sold his wares. He was responsible for every step in the 
manifacture, the quality of the product, and all dealings outside the 
shop,t? 

Most crafts were suall, The craftsnan usud ly lived in a small 
house of two stories with his shop on the first floor. Customarily he 
indicated his craft by some sign characteristic of the craft in front 
of his shop. The tools and materials needed were not expensive. Most 
articles were made to order, including clothing, shoes, and furniture,l8 

Colonial arts and crafts were organized around the basic fanily 
unite Members of the family and one or two apprentices, often thenselves 
members of the family, furnished the labor, The women usually cared for 
the shop .1? However, the ensuing pages give mute evidence to the fact 
that many women had learned now to carry on the craft and did so, 

In the early years the principal feature of craft development was 
growing diversity, The principal industries wero those dealing with 
eee een reer am 
17. Bridenbauzh, Colonial Craftsman, 6, 126-131, 143. 

18, Ibid., 127-128, Us7-149, On the basis of prescnt day values it cost 
a prospective craftsman about $150 to $2,500 to purchase tools, stock, 
and to maintain himself until ne had goods for sale, In later years 
many artisans made up, for display purposes, jewelry, buttons, hats, 
cloth, ironware, and other items to attract the wealthy. 

19. Ibid., 129-131, (See Chapter h of this dissertation.) Even the most 
respectable fanilies bound out their children. Girls were usually 
apprenticed to the trades fitting for a good housewife. Apprentices 
were usually bound out for four to seven years or until they were 
twantyeone. The master provided food, clothing, and housing for the 
apprentices as well as instruction, and usually boarding and lodging 
for his journeymen, although in the early days journeymen were Scarce, 
highly paid, and found only in large establishments, Only the 


distillers, tailors, cordwainers, hatters, shipwrights, and blacksmiths 
kept any appreciable number of servants. 
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Shipping and preparing commodities for export. Shipbuilding denanded 
and enccuraged shipwrights, ropemakers, Sat inakers, carpenters, and 
others, Most of the flour was milled outside Philadelphia in crude 
mills but was brought to town to be bolted or baked and then shipped, ©° 
Bakers, packers, coopers, and other craftsmen multiplied as commerce 
expanded, 3 

Other important crafts were the building trades, bricklaying, 
masonry, plastering, carpentry, painting, and others, and the furniture- 
making crafts, which were stimulated by the growth of the city. Steady 
work for these craftsmen came from building and decorating the modest 
hames of other citizens, Philadelphians entered the woodworking trades 
early, and even at the beginning of the century only forty percent of 
the furniture was imported. Philadelphia's cabinetmakers, the unquese- 
tioned leaders in the colonial furniture industry, produced expensive 
quality pieces and low-priced common household goods cL 

Secondary crafts, those that met the needs of the townsfolk, 
expanded rapidly too, The leather industries, tanning, saddlery, shoes, 
and such, paced the basic crafts, Soveral good silversmiths gained 


modest fame, and one of the foremost colonial clocknakers, Peter Stretch, 


ena npensgeeeeeret annua eeceeemers 


20, Bridenbaugh, Wilderness, 182-190, In 170) over forty bolters and 
coopers engaged in the flour trade. In 1717 the Corporation of 
the city grented 43h freedoms, 88 of which were to persons directly 
connected with the preparation of food for market, butchers, bakers, 
confectioners, brewers, distillers, vintners, and others, 


él. Bridenbaugh, Colonial Craftsman, 75-77. There were seventy-eight 
cabinetmakers before 1720, . 
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plied his trade,22 

Amomg, the craftsmen were a few individuals who were active in 
crude manufa¢turing.?3 Small industries demantint small plants rose 
to aid Philadelpiiia's commerce as soon as food supplies, and therefore 
survival, were assured, Actually, flovr milling and shipbuilding may 
be included here, Papermaking was inaugurated in 1690 when the first 
paper mill in the English colonies was erected in Germantown by William 
Rittenhouse with the support of William Bradford, the printer. A 
second paper mill was erected in the Germantown area in 1710 by William 
Dewees ,74 

Economic regulation, a remnant of medieval experience, still 
influenced Europeans and consequently colonial immigrants, The colonists 
expected supervision and set up machinery for regulating trade and industry, 
patterning it on that of the English towns, The city corporation framed 
many laws and ordinances to ensure the consumer a just price, standard 


quality, and honest weights or measures, to provide adequate supplies, 








22¢ Bridenbaugh, Wilderness, 182-18). 


23. Bridenbaugh, Colonial Craftsman, 2. Mr. Bridenbaugh has cautioned the 
uninitiated azainst making the common error of assuming that all crafts= 
men did handwork, Clothworkers, potters, printers, and others had 
their tools and at times harnessed wind, water, and horsepower to the 
machine to save labor. As early as 1622 "manufacture" was generally 
understood to include making articles by mechanical as well as 
physical labor, 


2l:¢ Claypoole letter to Norton Claypoole, London, ly 5 moe 1682, 
Letterbook; Jones, H. G., "Historical Sketch of the Rittenhouse Paper 
Mills the First Erected in America, A.D. 1690", PMHB, XX, 315=3333 
Bridenbaugh, Wilderness, 37-38, 0, 339. Much of the capital, 
imagination, and direction for these projects was furnished by ambitious 
and venturesome Quakers who had gained control of and become wealthy 
in world-wide commerce and in merchandizing. William Frampton, a 
fairly large scale, wealthy merchant, by 1685 also was the builder of 
a wharf, warehouse, and brewery, director of a bakehouse, and owner of 
a retail shop. James Claypoole, the treasurer of the Free Society of 
Traders, with the aid of his wife and children operated several 
businesses in addition to managing company affairs 
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and to eliminate cheating and misrepresentation, Continual pains were 
taken to protect traders and craftomen fron @utside competition while 
regulation was kept sufficiently flexible to assure imnigration of an 
adequate supply of craftaien end laborers. Among remnants of medieval 
guiid regulations was the custom of requiring those who desired to 
conduct a trade or craft within town limits to pay a fee and take out 
a "“freedon",?5 Shortly after Philadelphia's incorporation a city 
ordinance forbade non-freemen frax keeping open shops or being master 
workmen, Hany freedoms were taken out in tne years after the Peace of 
Utrecht. 

insufficient currency for the wealthy es well as the lowly was one 
of the severest handicaps to the developnert of trade and manufacturing 
in these early yeare as well as during the whole colonicl period, A 
lav of 1683 revealed the scarcity of coin when it placed a premiun of 
twenty-five percent cn specie, ana provided, "Wheat, Rye, Indiancorn, 


Harley, Oats, Pork, Beef and Tobacco, shall ve accounted Current pay 








25e Cberholtzer, F. P., Philzdelphia, a History of the City and Its 
People, I: 102, The "“freedans® cranted in Philadelphia were sold 
to obtain money for the government and created free men and free 
woren who thus acquired the right to be elected to the common 
council and sane privileges as shopekeepers and master workmen, 


26. Mitchell, James and Flznders, Henry (eds.), The Statutes at e 
of Pennsylvania from 1662-2F01, IIs 61, 90; Adams, Provincial 
society, 463 Colonial Eeccrds of Penns; lvania, I: 576; Bridenbaugh, 
Wilcernces, 196-1993 Bricenbaugh, Colonial Craftsnen, 146; Tolles, 
Keeting House, 73. The Quaker belief in group discipline of 
private affairs strengthened the idea of reguletion, In 1713 the 
Yearly Meeting insisted "that all Friends be very careful in making 
and vending ell provisions and other Camnodities for Transportation, 
teking care that the same be good and of due finenets, measure and 
weight", 
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at the Market price",27 At that tins even Spare produce was scarce} 
_ Not only was cash for conducting business Within the colory scarce, tut 
bills of credit and specie for use in comerce with England and other 
colcnies were also scarce, There were times when the colony wes 
virtually bare of gold and silver. The inability to collect fron their 
debtors made it difficult for Philadelphia merchants to acewmnilete credit 
in London.28 | 

Craftsmen, especially, suffered fron the lack of currency, Little 
cash changed hands in the chops as cash customers were rare; goods or 
Services usually took the place of cashe Credit accounts had to be long 
tenn and ran on almost endlessly, Collections were slow and many debts 
bad. Craftsmen were merely one link in the leng chain of crecit relations 
from London merchant, to colonial merchant, to craftsmen to CONSIZIEIS 
wno thencelves were often ertisans. Many a small artisan was a chrenic 
debtor to a local merchant and in turn a creditor to his custmers, 


However, despite the lack cf money, business prospered .*? 





LLL LLL LCL LLL LL LLL LO CCE CCE Cet 


27- Ceorge, Staughton, Charter to William Penn and Laws of the Province 
of Pennsylvenia, 145, 162, 


28 Bronner, "Pennsylvania", 137, 232, 3/2, In 168 a carpenter conplained 
that while he had finished building a mill ten weeks earlier he still 
had not been paid, even though he was willing to be paid in goods 
instead of money. In 1699 Isaac Norris, the merchant, wrote that 
despite his offer of a premium of sisteen pence he could not find any 
pieces of eight, had to pay a forty to forty-five percent premium on 
English money, and could not collect the several hundred pounds cash 
owed him. He felt that if he had offered his whole cargo for thirty 
percent of its value in ready money nobody could have bought it. 
Later, he said, people were anxious to buy but they simply could not 
pay, and he himself was almost out of cash, 


29» Plumer, Wilbur C., "Consumer Credit in Philadelphia", PIXB, 66: 08- 
409; Bridenbaugh, Colcnial Crefteman, 153-154. ; 
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As a supplement to the basic economic activities of agriculture, 
commerce, and crafts various service occupations develcped to serve 
the local needs of Philadelphians, Markets supplied food and small 
retail shops rose in the earliest days to cater to the needs of those 
who could not afford to buy in quantity. By the beginning of the newse 
paper era some craft shops had added general commodities to the craft 
goods sold there, The public auction or "vendue" supplemented these 
shops in serving the colenists! local needs,2° 

Py 1720 the main lines of Philadelphia's economic activity, set in 
the first twenty years, had rooted firmly. Prosperity had came. 
Agricultural production was increasing in response to active demands, 
commerce was growing, merchants were handling both local and foreign 


cargoes, and craftsmen were firmly established, 


Il, 1720-2763 


With 1720 the newsraper era began, The inauguration of the American 
Weekly Mercury in 1719, the introduction of the Pennsylvania Gazette in 
1728, and the publication of a German paper, Philadelphische Zeit > 
in 1732, followed, in succeeding years, by other German papers gave 
merchants and craftsmen an opportunity to advertise their services more 
widely,-1 From time to time references appeared in these newspapers to 
women shopkeepers, tavernkeepers, and artisans, Succeeding chapters will 
analyze the contribution of these women to the Philadelphia economy. 


LL AC CE tence cs 


30. Bridenbaugh, Wilderness, 2, 346, This combination of craft activity 
with retail selling was a major feature of craft development as well 
as of merchandising. 


31. Brigham, Clarence, pastony and Bibliography of American Newspapers, 
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In the years 1720-1763 Philadelphia's econouy advanced along the 
already femiliar lines of eccnomic activity, agriculture, commerce, 
and the crafts, Economic comlexity32 becane evident in the extent of 
commerce, availability of surplus capital, specialization in services, 
and inauguration of manufacturing enterprises, The sound comercial 
prosperity of Philadelphia continued to rest on agriculture, on the 
populous, fertile, and expanding far country 23 

The two decades of peace after 1720 brousht general though 
fluctuating prosperity to each basic industry. The movement of 
population, followed by improved roads and the inauguration of stage lines, 
ancreased trade in and out of Philadelphia in all directions, into interior 
' Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, and West New Jersey. This enabled 
Philadelphia to continue her growth as a distributing center supplying 
manufactured articles in exchange for agricultural produce. 34 

The volune of trade increased steadily along the already established - 
routes. Philadelphia merchants conpeted with Boston and New York for the 
carrying trade of the middle and southern colonies, and by 1763 had 





32. Pennsylvania Gazette, March 20, 17603 Bridenbaugh, Carl F., Cities in 
Revolt, 3-51) 56-573 Eridonbaugh, Wilderness, 362-363. Important 
adjuncts to a more complex economy, an effective post, better highways, 
and stage coach service developed. By 1757 biweekly mail service to 
New York was available. By 1760 stage coach lines were operating 
betwoen Philadelphia and New York, 


33- Bining, Economic Life, 54-53; Dunaway, W. F., History of Pennsylvania, 
255-255. the "rennsylvania Dutch" led other farmers to adopt their 
more skillful, thorough, and scientific ways of farming. By the middle 
of the eighteenth century many of them fenced their farms to enclose 
their livestock, provided primary refrigeration through the use of 
Spring houses which used running brooks, preserved meat in smoke houses, 
stored grainin their barns, irrigated the fields with canals, fertilized 
the land with manure, and introduced Tull's horse=drawm seed drill, 
Pennsylvania's colonial farms were generally small individual honesteads 
averaging no more than 175 acres, 





34. Proud, Pennsylvania, II: 408-109; Bridenbauzh, Wilderness, 334=335. 
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outstripped these rivals, 3° They exported foodstuffs, staves, lumber, 

pig iron, flaxseed, and furs in ever-growing’ quantitias to England, 

Ireland, southern Europe, and the West Indies. The increasing nunber 

of imports necessitated particularly the expansion of markets to areas 

that supplied coin or products desired by the British. Hence the 

Caribbean trade was pushed with the Dutch and Frenchas well as with tha 

English. The southern European trade, that with Spain, Portugal, the. 

Azores, Madeira, Canaries, and the Mediterranean, also helped provide 

the wnerewithal to pay for English importations and the wines desired so 

much by cultivated colonial palates,20 

King George's War, as the other colonial wars, posed sone temporary 
threat to this expanding comierce, Philadelphia's privateers preyed on 
enemy commerce but privateering brought reprisals and at times merchants 
sustained heavy losses, While there were greater risks there were also 
greater profits for the successful, Despite problems, commerce and 

LAL LLL LAL ELL LLL LS OLGA CL LE OL CL: BT CE ATC rer encgeg-ndy 

3%, Thayer, Theodore, Growth of Denocracy in Pennsylvania Politics, 23 
Bridenbaugh, Revolt, 43-51. In 175, 476 vessels ensered the port 
of Philadelphia as over against 196 and 368 for Boston and New York. 
The sane year a Swedish missionary counted 117 large ships at anchor 
in the Delaware in one day. 

36. Proud, Pennsylvania, II: 20-205; Bridenbaugh, Revolt, 3-51; Adams, 
Provincial Society, 230-231, 293-295; Schlesinger, Merchants, 123 
Thayer, theodore, Israel Penberton, iting of Quakers, 9=20. Dutch 
Curacoa, in particular, and the ‘rench islands a SO, supplied coin 
in return for foodstutfs. In addition, the molasses price was 
25-40 percent lower in the French islands. The English sought to 
prevent the trade by the Molasses Act of 1733 but the law was neither 
obeyed nor enforced. Economic need made mugyling necessary and 
noneenforcenent gave it the appearance of respectability. Men like 
Hiward Shippen, Richard Willing, and Sanuel Powell freighted their 
vessels with flour and lumber to exchange in European ports for 


Servants and manufactured goods, After 1730 these men proclaimed 
their Suropean imports in frequent newspaper advertisements. 
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wealth increased,.3? 

The French and Indian War, too, effected Reneral prosperity but 
little. Some merchants turned to privatesring while others tried to 
maké a profit by engaging in illicit trade with the French West Indies, 
The increase in the size, hazards, and expense of wartime trade led to 
the rise cf a canparatively “big business" for the smell trader could not 
face the ruin a larger capitalist might cireunvent by averaging losses 
against successes, 38 


While commerce expanded and merchants increased importations of 


LL LL LOLOL LOO LL TITEL AACE GO CE Atta seaeerneeaetts 


37e Thayer, Pemberton, 13-2C; Kistler, Ruth Me, "William Allen, Provinctal 

Man of Affairs", Pennsylvania History, I: 170-171; Adans, Provincial 
Society, 293-295, 301. ne report cf 1745 claimed thirty ships, 
seventeen snows, twenty-five brigantines, and twenty Slcops had been 
cast away, lost, or taken by the eneny during King George's War. 

Much of William Allen's fortune was derived fran illegal trade with 
the French in this war. 

Insurance was very important in war and rates went upe Israel 
Pemberton shrewdly timed his insurance orders to avoid the high 
payments as much as possible. He sent his insurance orders to 
London at the last possible moment so that if a vessel reached the 
West Indies safely, his correspondent there could imrediately send 


a letter, certain to arrive before his original order, countemanding 
the insurance, 


38. Thayer, Politics, 139; Schlesinger, Merchants, US-49; Beer, George Le, 
British Colcnial Policy, 175h-1765, 72-121; Adams, Provincial Society, 
2y4e The abnormal deiend for goods and services encouraged wartime 
tredee Vessels carried provisions and military stores to the Spanish 
"free port" of Monte Cristi and there exchanged them for French sugar 
and molasses. These provisicns enabled the French to prolong the war, 
In 1760-1, as a war measure, the British Navy stationed men=cf-war 
in the harbor to disrypt the colcnists! profitable smuggling. The 
vigilance of the British led Philadelphia smugrlers to complain of dull 
trade in the fall of 1763. This supervision ecntributed to the formu- 
lation of a permanent policy of effective regulation of colonial trade 
in conformity with British interests, 
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Eurepean goods annually, the denends of a mounting population2? were not 
satisfied, The colonists deianded more and more of the products of city 
craftsmanship since they could not get what they wanted otherwise, In 
addition, sone craftsmen were encouraged by and profited frau war orders, 
With a growing home market prospects for urban artisans improved each 
decade. At the sane time local production increased, widening rural 
areas furthered the demands for the services of craftsmen to supply the 
back country. Furthermore, the influx of immigrents, especially after 
1750, injected new vigor and heightened competition in old estsblished 
trades, brought specialization, telped diversify and multiply the arts 
and crafts, and introduced new crafts.49 urban growth also inspired 
greater refinement and quality of goods, The craftsman developed as an 
artist as well as a fabricator of necessities. Craftsmen even rivalled 
those of Europe, especially in the two foremost arts of the era, 
silversmithing and cabinetmaking, ltl 

Philadelphia was the unquestioned leeder in the colonial furniture 
industry; her fine furriture won lasting fane for her cabinetmakers, 
From 1730-50 Philadelphia joiners made Queen Anne style furniture, 
cornices, and carvings of walnut, maple, cedar, and cherry. Cabinet- 
workers imitated the English but were generally not as elaborate, They 


ene etree esetnhc aetna pro iemetesyachnenentinnenienapnnstofetneer marie poration essen nsece 


396 Bridenbaugh, Colonial Craftsman, 66-68, 10, 171-172. Increasing 


population was provably the most important element in the development 
of craftsmanship. 


LO.» Tbid., 66-68, 10h; Bridenbaugh, Revolt, 76. Philadelphia even exported 
craftsmen after the mid-century. 


41, Bridenbaugh, Colonial Craftsman, 23-2, 693; Bridenbaugh, Wilderness, 
345-346. Wealthy Quakers, restricted to sober clothes, proclaimed 
their affluence by patronizing and encouraging the silversmiths who 
created fine plate for then and their posterity. 
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had no fined patterns to guide them, but created a reputation for 
fashioning durable furniture of superior design and workmanship, The 
Wincsor chair, one of Philadelphia's most fanous products, was widely 
used in public buildings and taverns because it was sturdy, caxfortable, 
and cheap,/12 After 1750 skilled cabinetmekers advanced to work out fron 
Thomas Chippendale's marual a "Philadelphia Chippendale" style that 
rivalled any mode produced in England and created the Philadelphians! 
reputations The refinenents of the new style made necessary craft 
specialization and helped provide openings for skilled woodworkers, 
Creators of fine furniture hired wood carvers and gilders as specialists 
te embellish their work, However, while the highly canpetitive cabinet- 
making craft becane arather large-scale enterprise with a genvine 
division of labor, sone skilled artisars were still willing to create any 
article requested, Both the new and old methed existed side by side 43 


Despite the passage of the Iron Act, th the metal trades took a great 


ernment mete sacfton canes tags paseevuneenerenamesey 


42, Bridenbaugh, Colonial Crafts~an, 75-753; Gillinrham, Harrold E., "The 
Philadelphia wWindscr-Chair and Its dourneyings", PHB, LV: 310-211, 
Woodworking was divided into reugh carpentry, joinery, woodturning, 
carving, coffirmaking, cabinet-making, picture franing, looking-glass 
making, wagonmeking, coachzaking and other varieties to meet increased 
demand, Coachmaking in particular was a luxury craft and reflected 
the city's growing wealth, 


43. Bridenbavgh, Colonial Craftsman, 79-81. Thomas Offleck, James 
Gillinghen, William Savery and others created masterpieces known 
for their blend of rich carving and sturdy construction. 


lie Bining, A. Cy Pennsylvania Ircn Manvfacturine in the Eighteenth 
Century, 103, 105, ‘The iron Act prchibited the manufacture of steel 
Dut encouraged the smelting of pig iron, since English steel manufac- 
turers relied increasingly on American pig iron. 
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Spurt after 1750 due to the great need for metal items, both for 
personal and industrial use. The metal trades spawned more subsidiary 
crafts than any other industry. Craftsmen fashioning utensils and 
wares for hane consumption created a pressing denand for iron, brass 5 
copper, tin, and pewter fittings 4S 
Coachmakinzg, combining the skills of metal and woodworkers in 
particular, prospered as men grew wealthy, This elabcrate industry 
demanded a large investnent of capital. It required many supplenentary 
craftsmen including the blacksnith, the ornanental-troa worker, the carver, 
the upholsterer, and the leather worker, The painter, Japanner, and 
perhaps the limner added the decorative strokes to the coach, 46 At least 
one wonan plied the coachnaker's trade,li7 
Clothing ani allied crafts flourished. More than a third of all 
artisans engaged in the clothing trades, The tailor's craft achieved its 
highest development in Philadelphia, Wonen, as nantug makere and 
milliners, aided the tailors in clothing their fellow citizens, Staymakers 
provided the foundation ganmcents for colonial finery ani perukemakers 
45. Ibid., 103, 1823 Bridenbaugh, Colonial Craftsman, €4=-87, Among the 
metal trades wera braziers, nailmakers, pewterers, cutlers, coppersmiths, 
tinsmiths, gunsniths » locksmiths, farriers, orna:ental=iron workers , 
whitesniths, coopers, hoopmakers, ship's smitns, boatsmiths, axe and 
hoemakers, and dblacksaiths, The mathematical instrument maker did the 
most intricate work; David Rittenhouse Combined this with clockiaking, 
The busiest was the Silversmiths the fanous Joseph Richardson turned 
many colonists!’ wealth into the forn of Silverplate. Caspar Wistar, and 
then his son, specialized in Superior brass buttons, the "Fanous 


Philadelphia Brass Buttons", and William Sheward specialized in needles 
and fishhooks, 


L6. Bridenbaugh, Colonial Craftsman, 89-91, American coaches were made as 


early as 1729 but could not compete with imports until after the middle 
of the century, 


l?. The Pennsylvania Cazette, August 29, 1756 








ee 


en yeotk 2% Baba eee F) eran wat 
) Wy gcarssed wos wa 


Liss off gatmicroe oa 


al pietsoutoow fee fetss ts at : : 
merase ajutodns ant? ogitloamy woty fet se feraqeoy |, nati f r - 
seasoning wg Da PST “6, fedgqro Ts tromtaaval eqetnt ‘+ dekanmeb Fy 
Ape 2 eR War oae ss © ry “ iv ataedid ade gadbotowk gomedia a 
: +oset ial bas (rnetetoame oat 


Pr Oe oe ae Ved o> - «Sante 


wis Ut gotonty ovesenondlh Oat bobbie samt edd equenel | 
\ivekout ot cedeiosor aif bOltq en 
.*oumett efters tellin bee guttely 


aoe bevels Stes -*"* be? Ss ; oF Si 
Sete WyOR™ AL ap hoe obtiifobs.L kas as shemptowts Helge 






guageigse eSreedize tole) ot 4yisuts nt wrelind 6G? bebda cvveck 
ag hes. fr ineieg ws etnpsties nodadnbenss oat 


a attend a 


Se apse ei ~ 
‘gt grt SIT? capes Japteis _tyreciabgt yee 
etic gota. 2 g PIP wi oi fb. a ANI ght lad ODER. in 
~eetrw cot le! 8K sesarmiet guitinatorl <iet 
oe wetted. wile < Chse arepiat aed oo ‘ 
See it, Sevsonete at Lash pean ht RAO RAe 
sin ab tw BAS. Sumttnee cuncsdtth yew 2b, 

peham et sogtoh mucket 9:1 pliers a & 
| tae. Yo ane ose teES tgy 






























ie ye ae" 


20 


crowned the fashionable colonizl. Cleaners and dyers often advertised 
their services to keep the increasingly intricate and fancy garments 
in excelient condition, 

Printing became an irportant craft. William Eradford published 
The American Week 


the first newspaper, from December 1719 





Mercury 
to 1742; his widow, Cornelie, continvec its publication from 17h2 to 
1746. Benjanin Franklin tock cver from Saimel Keiner, in 1729, the 
Pennsylvania Gazette established in 1728; he was still publishing it at 
the outbreak of the Revolution. These newspapers proviced fellow crafts 
men a medium for advertising. The printer also supplied legal forms, 
business papers, handbills, pamphlets, and books 9 

Transition from home to commercial industry, well started for some 


crafts, began for others as more complex business activity and increasing 





48, Bridenbauch, Wilderness, 2),5-31,6, L16; Eridenbaugh, Colenial Craftsman, 
69-70; Coerholtzer, Fhiledelphia, 160-162; Saver, Johann Christoph, 
"An Early Description of Pennsylvania, 172k", P=i!B, XLV: 252-2533 
Black, R. Alonzo (ed.), "Journal of Willian Black", PxHB, I: 108, 
Christopher Sauer noted in 172], that the old Quakers may have spoken 
to their children about pleainness and that it was "still noticeable 
in the clothes except that the material is very costly, or is even 
velvet", Furthermore, the gentry lived in mansicns where there was 
the finest furniture and other luwruries. Tradesmen were comfortable, 
Corr-on people dressed pleinly and scherly. 


The American Weekly Mercury, December 2, 1723 Bridenbavgh, Coloniel 

Craftsrian, 90-99; Brighas., Newspapers, IIs 890, 933. On March 1, 

I7i3, isaiah Warner becene editor and co-publisher with Cornelia 

Bradford of the American Mercury. Cornelia Bradford agein became 

the sole publisher Cctober 1%, 174h and continued publication until 

May 22, 1746. Peter Kalm, the noted traveller, claimed, in 179, 

thet she was still publishing it, but there are no issues extent. 
Semel keimer established the Pennsylvania Gazette December 2h, 1728, 

and sold out to Franklin and Meredith with the issue of October 2, 

1729. Franklin became the sole publisher from May 11, 1732. 
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capital lured merchant ‘surpluses into enterprises that procuced for trade 
tin distant markets. The already prosperous Pood processing and ship= 
building industries booned, and espleyed more and more people. Philadel- 
phia's extensive shipbuilding helped make her the successful rival of 
Bosten,2C Tanning and currying of leather became leading industries.°2 
The opening of William Branson's steel furnace, about 1730, to produce 
blister steel, Stephen Paschall's stce]l furnace in 177, a pleting mill 
at Byberry in 176, Daniel Offley's anchor forge near the waterfront 
by the mid-century, and Whitehead Humphreys! steel furnace in 1767 
provided steel for the metal workers and reduced colonial dependence on 
British iron wares .52 

Merchant and craft activity intertwined in these develcping 
industries, liost of the capital came from the great merchants, although 
it was supplemented by the investments of prosperous craftsmen. Increasingly, 
the great merchant owned his own ships and, at times, was a shipbuilder, He 


also had his om wharf, which housed the warehouse from which he sold goods, 





50. See page 15, 


51. Proud, Pennsylvania, II: 20h; Oberholtzer, Philadelphis, 133; "Ship 
Registers for the Port of Philadelphia, 1724-1775", PAHB, XXIII: 25h-26h, 
370=285, 98-515, XIV: 108-115, 212-223, 318-366, 500-519, XXV: 118-231, 
266-281, hOd-L16, 560-57), XXVIz: 126-13, 260-28), 390-100, XXVII: 9h-l06, 
238=2h7, 346-352. About 2,000 tons of shipping in excess of that 
employed in the Philadelphia trade, approximately 6,000 tons, was built 
for sale, Ten ships were constructed in 1722, thirteen in 1723, and 
nineteen in 172. In succeeding years increasing numbers were con- 
structed, many of them 100-200 ton ships. 

Sugar refining was added and became an important part of the food 
processing industry. 


52. Bining, Iron Manufacture, 55, 188, 103. 
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Often, too, he engaged in some form of manufacturing like milling or 


» 


distilling,53 

Authorities still regulated economic life. Increased business 
necessitated strict supervision to enforce regulations made earlier for 
fair dealing and the use of standard weights and measures.S4 As time 
passed, although the practice of granting freedoms continued, an 
increasing mmber of artisans did not bother to take out freedoms and 
were not molested, Gradually the pcpulace accepted the idea that 
competition was the life of trade 5) 


The perennial currency preblem still plagued the denizens, Coin and 


rn 


536 Bridenbaugh, Wilderness, 339; Bridenbauyh, Colonial Craftemen 61-62; 
Kistler, "Willian Allen", Pernsylvania History, i: 170-171. Allen 
and Turner, who carried on a large trade, lecel and illegal, with the 
Caribbean and Spanish Main also operated a distillery, Edward Shippen 
and Peter Baynton, on their estates, raised agricultural products, 
and dabbled in the fur trede and western lands, anattraction to 
meny merchants. Uenjamin Franklin, who never entered the industry 
hinself, placed paper manufacture on a sound, profitable basis by 
aiding in setting up eightecn mills, He purchased rags in large 
qQuentities, sold them to the mills, and then took a large share of 
the paper and pasteboard which he distributed to the printing houses 
in which he had an interest. From 1739el:7 he sold 166,08) pounds of 
rags to seven mills near the city and from these purchased 2,935 
reams of paper, much for resale, 


She Oberholtzer, Philadelphia, 116-117; Bridenbaughy Wilderness, 356; 
Statutes, II: 63-6], Iii: 257-263, 380-385, IV: 73-77, 18-189, 
2uo=e5/7. Millers, meatpackers, and coopers too often packed poor 
quality flour and meat in casks of false size. For a tine West 
Indian planters refused to buy Pennsylvania products because of the 
unscrupulous shippers, so regulation was provided in 1722, 1725, and 
173k. It was so effective, and quality improved so much, that 
Pennsylvania products drove out the inferior unregulated New York 
products after 1725, 


556 Statutes, IV: 164-171, 266-077, 360=3703 Sa Sine ee 


195-1959, 355; Bridenbaugh, Colonial Craftsman, 143-1. Arong these 





regulations were strict laws to regulate the business activity of 
newcomers, 
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even small change was scarce. Foreign coins still circulated, There 
was an insufficient supply of bills of exchanBe, and these as well as 
most specie continued to be draw off to settle adverse trade balances, 
Fluctuations in exchange rates together with interruptions in trade 
further complicated business transactions, To meet the finencial 
difficulties the Assembly issued paper money. Safeguards against 
depreciation were provided to allay the fears and meet the suggestions 
of the wealthiest merchants. Despite some depreciation in the 1730's 
and mild fluctuations fron 1746-1761, on the whole Pennsylvania's currency 
Served its purpose and eased financial difficulties. Her modest issues, 
Safeguards, cautious policy, good management, and the persuasive argu= 
ments of her nerchants lessened the opposition of British merchants, 
However, abuses in other colonies led to the Privy Council's order not 
to allow issues until approved by the Crown, 26 Funds sent over to 


maintain English troops during the French and Indian War provided some 
Se repens eens ones wnnntscnezasinenn 
566 Statutes, II: 175-176, 276, 2943 IiI: 32-338, 389-107, IV: 38-52, 
Pb-116, 197-206, 3h1=359; Proud, Pernsylvania, II: 151-1773 Bezenson, 
Anne, Gray, Robert, and Euseey, ilirfan, Prices in Colonial Philadele 
hia, 314-327, 3473 Thayer, Politics, 25-07; Sridenbaugh, Wilderness, 
a In 1723 415,000 was issued early in the year and an additional 
b30,000 later. Citizens claimed the paper money increased imports 
because people had money to buy, and prevented inflation by 
continuing provision prices at about the seme level and providing 
the payment of tradesmen and laborers at the same rates as before 
the emission of the paper currencye Since the currency appeared to 
stimulate business many people felt paper money was a blessing, but 
the proprietors and British merchants objected to a currency made 
legal tender to sterling but which never attained a par with sterling, 
So the Board of Trade advised the governor not to allow further issues, 
But pressure brought 530,000 in 1729, Supplementary acts in the | 
thirties reinstated currency due to be retired and in 1739 currency 


was increased to Bf0,000 and in 1745 continued at B80,000 for sixteen 
years, 
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much needed currency, but this was not sufficient for a maturing 

economy anc pressure continued for paper currency. Parlianent did not 

incluce Pennsylvania in the prohibition against dsewing paper currency 

and after a long study of the currency problem acceded to petitions fron 

Pennsylvania and British merchants for a moderate use of paper money 57 
Prices reflected the swing of the business cycle, tholesele prices 

were depressed in 1720, declined until August 1721, and then began a 

general upswing, broken only occasionally, until the spring of 170. 

The major price advances of the 20's and 30's were free from war 

disturbances, The Molasses Act, with its prohibitive duties on sugar 

products of the foreign West Indian plantations, due to lack of enforce- 

ment, had little effect on prices, The war with France =nd Spain, after 

1739, seriously affected Pennsylvania trade. From 17),5 to the mid-century 

breadstuffs, staves, pork, sugar, cotton, and Madeira wine established 

a distinctly higher level than that prevailing earlier.58 The French 

and Indian War again brought higher prices, Military service reduced the 

labor force and wages advanced, High prices for labor, accompanied by 

reduced supplies of goods drove conumedity prices higher. Complaints 

aap ence p 

57. Norris Ledgerss Bridenbaigh, Revolt, 99; Thayer, Politics, 27-30, 33, 
37-38, 42, 5-46, 58, 72, 78-79, The governor did, however, turn 
down numerous money bills, Despite this, pressing defense needs led 
to the issuance of b95,000 for defense in 1755, $30,000 in 1756, 
B100,000 in 1759. Actually, not 211 Philadelphians favored paper 
moneys; a few wealthy citizens opposed ite 

The Norris account books noted many transfers of indebtedness. One 


person's account was paid by posting a bill of indebtedness to hin 
from a third party. 





58, Bozanson, Gray, and Hussey, Prices, 289-303. 
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against high prices were frequent.) 

Markets increased rapidly and continued te excel in variety and 
abundance of foodestuffs, careful regulation, and reasonable prict.s 
Shopkeepers became ever more nuwierous and more important for serving the 
growing nuwiber of small purchasers, Some wholesale merchants abdicated 
the retail trade to the shopkeeners while others continued the dual 
position, However, it was easier to distinguish tne wholesaler fros the 
inporter who sold by both wholesale and retail. Sone wholesale merchants 
supplied a regular clientele and did not advertise, A tendency toward 
Specialization, especially in dry goods » #ppeared anonz merchants, both 
snall and large. The popular auction aroused the ire of the shopkeepers 
ween merchants who could not move goods through their regular chamels 
resorted to the auction and thus, according to the Shopkeepers, became 
unfair competitors, However, people loved their "bargains" and the 


LL LLL A AE eet ec cect taansehatams 


59e Gazette, January 10, 1760; B3ezanson, Gray, and Hussey, Prices, 


Adans, Provincial Society, 315-320, Sridenbaugh, Carl Foy 
Rebels and Sentleien, 6. Frices generally noved upward in the 50's 
and carly 60's and tended to fluctuate at a permanently higher level, 
European crops had failed. Since 2ritain wished tc share profits 
from the sale of colonial foodstuffs +9 curope she placed enbargoes , 
“in order to distress the French" in the latter 50's, and prohibitions 
on shipment of foodstuffs except to Britain and Ireland, These 
interrupted trade and brouzht short-time fluctuations, Farn prices 
fell after 1759 when military operations in the colonies practically 
ceased, A new migration to the frontier brought a severe decline 
in the price of city land, 
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shopkeepers got no relief from the Assembly,60 
Greater material security also brought refinements in culture, 
which in turn fostered new econamic enterprises, Book-sellers, such as 
Joseph Rivington, established stores, The Reverend Williax Seith 
started a new magazine, the American Magazine. French teachers and tutors 
advertised frequently. New and able doctors came and brought Philadelphia 
the distinction of being the colonies! leading Surgical center, Zenjamin 
Franklin climaxed Philadelphia's educational facilities with the estab- 
lishment of the Academy, today the University of Pennsylvania, dedicated 
to the highest quality of training and stendards of instruction,Ol 
The war ended officially in 1763, terminating a distinct period in 
colonial affairs, Britain had seen the need in the Frenck end Indian 
War for empire reorganization, The Navigation Acts must be exforced 
and the colonists must help pay for their protection. Attemted 
reorganization brought cold war which vitally affected the Muiladelphia 
econany. 
TE A tern SRN theca Sosa nar ensisessssunsanietiesanniateenaeaant 
60. Statutes, IV: 141; Black, "Willian Black", PYHB, Is 05-1065 
Bridenbaugh, Revolt, 76-81; Bridenbaugh, Wilderness, 35-219, 

William Black noted in his diary, in 17LL, that the Priladelphia 
market was the largest in America. Here customers could get every 
necessary for the support of life throughout the year "both 
Extraordinary Good and reasonably Cheap", 

To prevent auction abuses the corporation was given recula 
power in 1729, A vendue master was then appointed and forbidden to 
auction goods under the value of twenty shillings to avcid caspetition 
with private shopkeepers, However, further protest led in 17h2 to 


raising the limit to forty shillings on all itens excerpt clothing and 
second hand goods, 


lotteries too were prevalent, but merchants, shopkeepers, and 
auctioneers condemned it as being prejudicial to legitinate trade and 
conducive to fraud. Private lotteries were outlawed, 


61. Adams, Provincial Society, 30h; Bridenbaugh, Rebels, )0-€h, 
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From 1763-1776 there was a period of strain and stress as Britain 
Sought to reorganize her empire, to make the colonies more subordinate, 
and to produce revenue. However, Philadelphians went about their 
business gathering agricultural produce, processing and exporting it as 
usual, The extent of the hinterland with its ever=growing denand for 
processing and exporting services brought Philadelphi a2 to a position 
of preeninence anong colonial cities. At the same time, troudle brewed 
and eventually spewed over into revolution, the end of the colonial 
period, and of the old imperial relationship. Those women who tended 
shop, kept taverns, or conducted crafts suffered the same strain 
experienced by their male counterparts. They suffered fron depression, 
signed non~inportation agreements, and worried over their debts and 
debtors. 

by thie time Philadelphia had become the leading colonial city in 
the amount of tonnage handled and in exports.53 Her chief export iten 
was flour, 4 although she still exported other breadstuffs, meat, and 
lunber, some flaxseed and iron to other colonies, the West Indies and 


southern European countries, The West Indies continued to furnish sugar, 


LLL CL CL States nena 


62. Bridenbaugh, Wilderness, 6, Uj3=U;; Bridenbangh, Rebels, 3. By 
1776 Philadelphia had grown from a population of 25500 in 1685 to 
40,000. Population estimates for the intervening years were ),000 
in pene 9000 in 1700, 10,000 in 1720, 13,000 in 1740, and 22,000 
in 1760, i 


636 Bridenbaveh, Revolt, 257. In 1774 Philadelphia exported &720,135 
worth of goods, thereby achieving a trade balance of £100,000. She 
employed 350 ships and 7,500 seamen. 


64. Proud, Pennsylvania, II: 264-272; Bining, Econonic life, 59. Robert 
Proud claimed the value of wheat and flaxseed exports nearly trebled 
every twenty years fron 1731-1772. Also, in the latter years more 
bread and flour had been exported than unprocessed wheat or grain, 

a AE over 350,000 barrels of flour alone were exported from Pennsyle 
Vv Ae 












ae “ iy 5 se ig as ee BEER: — 
ere: rere iow patente D9 Bets ae tw nulls 
(eiowteroden wroe subrelne ent Snih ut ethos red a 
tityad derdé Sate eittatelbetiet Bite terol -aumwret 

ng 32 ystems Mb yrlindery woonbety Tecuaiivedrye a 
tet bee guvotsrisre 2s? itlw beodratadet eG te siesmcete vite tt bx sera : 
eisissg 2 oF So, :trfenath!? goa st ercnee gibbretas bea y a 
Soret afteest gwitt aca att 2h 3. cee hie Zakeevo gatme pas 
‘iain tin eet “se Dale was ssirbtns Orel GM te¥e Kewequ ciinustove bao 
haetot “ay oaraw enotT epincrotraiet Jeb ike edt % bas’ song | 
Kivi: ance ott fesse eftees badeehaos <p ewer sae eqpel 
wektavigeh aa) bere tign ‘yodt on rypiodene Sie etait x sre 
bre atest 4jeocg neato Csiview Sas ,coriewiigg imhis momen oe 

ai 4085 Selnedcs on See? wi? sseded ted 4 a ttgpoletiat wut hgehi 


gos? dice 35) to zal Per togue. md bee buikasd wet. ns 


er 
cA 








Bie dane pe Theet seed tedtis betes hate a 
has Main’ ea! GM _aubnted sets oF apes ng aft 


=e 
bi eS ll 


, tape een ov taut Adee: tsciet tent aT pee 


ee — , ? ‘ ; 
ake <n y nine , 


phe ores” ie 








28 


cotton, indigo, rum, and molasses, Sugar, cotton, and indigo were sent 
directly to Great Britain as remittances, Roum and molasses were 
converted into cash through the triangular trade with Africa and the 
West Indies, or were exchanged for New England fish or South Carolina 
rice, sold in turn for coin from Spain, Portugal, and Italye Philadelphia 
developed a growing trade, one with a favorable balance, with Ireland, in 
wnich she exported flaxseed and imported butter, linen, and, increasingly, 
Servants. Legitimate trade was Supplemented by some Smuggling. The 
extent of Philadelphia's overseas commerce had made her the most important 
Colonial port and the chief financial center,°> 

Transition from war to peace brought the cessation of British war 
orders and hazardous privateering. After the war, from 176-1770, colonial 
business suffered fron Serious depression marked by customary post war 


deflation, Slackening of trade, continued Scarcity of cash, and the 


65. Gazette, February 15, 1775; The Pennsylvania Journal, February 15, 
17753 Schlesinger, Merchants, 26-27, Arey Bridenbaugh, Revolt, 255=2573 
Bezanson, Gray, and Hussey, Prices, 187; Greene, Evarts B., The 
Revolitiona Generation, 48=51; Thayer, Pemberton, 9=20, Robert 
Morris, a member of Willing and Morris, was an important newcomer 
in the ranks of Shipowners, importers and exporters, and dealers in 
exchange. The Pembertons and Whartons were conspicuous among the 
older mercantile families, the latter belonging to the important house 
of Baynton, Wharton and Morgan, which was concerned in army contracts, 
Indian trade, andwstern lands. Large tracts of this western land 
were offered for sale when Mr. Baynton's death dissolved the partner= 
Ship. However, a new business alliance was formed when Elizabeth 
Baynton and George Morgan announced, early in 1775, that they had 
opened a store where they sold all sorts of groceries, liquors, 
gunpowder, and other itens, They also promised to provide all kinds 
of sea stores for Captains and passengers on the shortest notice, 

More important, they offered to furnish merchants and others with 
large quantities of "wheat and waggon flour", 

Trade had doubled from 1765 to 1775. Trade with the "foreign" 
islands, minor before 1763, grew. 
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mounting indebtedness and bankruptcy of important mercantile establish- 
ments .© a 

In addition, British empire reorganization to enforce mercantilist 
ideas gradually curtailed and restricted colonial industry. Despite 
almost unanimous merchant opposition to a Molasses Act in peace time it 
was renewed in the Sugar Act of 176), though the molasses duties were cut 
in half. New duties were added on Portuguese wines, and stringent 
enforcement measures were takene Furthermore, the Currency Act which 
prohibited colonial legal tender issues and the Stamp Act which provided 
for taxing commercial paper increased colonial dissatisfaction,©? 

When their interests were jeopardized by these burdensome laws, 
climaxed by the Stamp Act, the merchants entered politics and their 
opposition led to non<importation agreements which were supported by 
retailers and craftsmen, among whom were a number of wévien’ Memoranda 
were sent to British merchants to urge repeal of the offensive measures.» 
Economic pressure brought repeal of the Stamp Act and in the same year the 
three pence per gallon molasses duty, considered too high for the distilling 
industry, was cut to one pence per gallon and imposed on British islands! 
nolasses too,08 

The 1767 Townshend duties on imports from Britain, which further 





66 Plummer, "Consumer Credit", PMHB, 66: 405-99; Schlesinger, Merchants, 
56-59, 67; Bezanson, Anne, Prices and Inflation during the American 
Revolution; Pennsylvania 1770-1790, 12=Ih; Greene, Revolutiona 
Generation, 54-55; Bridenbaugh, Colonial Craftsman, 171-172; 
Bridenbaugh, Kevolt, 252, 281-283. 


67. Schlesinger, Merchants, 29, 79-86, More comnodities such as lunber, 
potash, whale fins, logwood, and iron were added to the "enumerated" 
list of goods that could be exported to Britain only, non=-enumerated 
products could not be sent to northern Europe except by way of the 
British Isles, and the prohibitions against the West Indies trade, in 
particular, were enforced more stringently. 


68, Thayer, Politics, 12h, 1393 Thayer, Pemberton, 20-2053 Bridenbaugh 
Colonial Craftsman, 171-172. The duty on molasses not only injured’ 
merchants but brought the closing of distilleries, 
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aggravated the distress of the post war decline, did not arouse the 
merchants to an immediate boycott of British goods and patriots violently 
denounced them for their selfishness .©9 After petitions to the mother 
country failed to bring repeal of the revenue acts, merchant apathy was 
supplanted by non-importation agreements, in which Boston and New York also 
joined, /0 The objectionable duties were repealed with the exception of the 
tea tax, retained to emphasize the British right to tax, because the 
British decided that since the duties taxed British manufactures they were 
injurious to British commerce. Sharp divisions, voiced in the newspapers, 
rent the colonists over the advisability of continuing the boycott, but 
practicality won over principle when only the tea boycott was continued, 
Philadelphia then, along with New York, became a center for tea smuggling, ‘2 
Rapid recovery in the 1770's followed post war depression, 
Agricultural distress in Europe created a market for foodstuffs that 
stimulated commerce. Vigorous trade aided recovery. At the Same time, 
great investment in British wares led to beet abies and subsequent 
ret np eters sh sre opps tsi open vacnarsit 


69 Thayer, Pemberton, 205, The merchants began to realize popular 
demonstrations were a threat to them, the ruling class, 


70, Schlesinger, Merchants, 191-194; Bezanson, Anne, Prices durin 
Revolution, 185, 203, 285; Bezanson, Gray, and Hussey, Prices, 3093 
"Effect of the Non Importation Agreement in Philadelphia, 1769-70", 
Extracts from letters of Henry Drinker to Abel Janes, PHB, XIV: 
Liel5$; "Correspondence Between William Strahan and David Mall, 
1763-1777", PMHB, XI: 223-233 Brunhouse, R. Le, "The Effect of the 
Townshend Acts in Pennsylvania", PMHB, shi: 355=3736 

Value of imports: 1763 = &441,839 
The dry goods importers tried to modify or repeal the agreements 
because they felt the regulations discriminated unjustly against them 
Since those trading with the West Indies continued their commerce and 
paid duties which violated the principle of hame rule in taxation, 
Actually, continued non=importation until September 1770 helped the 
dry goods merchants got rid of their old stock, 


71s eee Merchants, 209-239, 26-2473; "Non Importation", PMHB, XIV: 
2- 30 
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competition that at times became ruinous, /@ 

Politics again entwined itself with economics when the Tea Act 
was passed in 1773, Philadelphia turned the tea ship back before it 
reached the city in protest against the tea monopoly. Trade was 
interrupted again when the First Continental Congress formed the 
Association in an attempt to coerce Britain, /3 

Now the colonists! own regulation of their trade through the 
Association brought distress to merchants and the agrarian interest 
dependent on the export trade. By the spring of 1776 the growing 
Scarcity of goods, intensified by British confiscations of American 


ace ee Oe ae a 


72. Schlesinger, Merchants, 2h0=2)3, 


73 Schlesinger, Merchants, 104-105, 263-290, 359, 425-27, 473-475, 
571-572; Journal, September 13, 1775, The Association prohibited, 
after December 177, the importation of goods fran the British Isles, 
tea from East India, and specified products from the British West 
Indies. To supplement this there were noneconsumption arrangenents 
and stocks on hand were to be sold at the customary rates, Non- 
exportation was to be instituted if Parliament had made no concessions 
by September 1775, To prepare for the impendinz import restrictions 
merchants vied with one another to export as much as the vessels 
could carry and imported heavily. One London merchant claimed 
Philadelphians had increased their orders threefold in the fall of 
1774. This foresight made life more comfortable for Philadelphians, 
and, since there was less temptation to evade and defy colonial 
regulation, it made enforcement Simpler. This foresight also eased 
the rigors of non-importation for the English for some time, although 
by 1775 British mercantile houses and factories, with their capital 
tied up more than usual in Anerica, faced dull times and industrial 
depression, 

Since concessions were not forthcoming, j anticipation of 
non-exportation, early in May 1775 millers rushed flour to market 
and in some cases those near the city sold unground wheat from their 
mills. Owners of vessels then Shipped the foodstuffs as soon as 
possible. Often ships were not available at any price, This 
continued until by the last week of legal trade such quantities of 
produce of all kinds had come to town that there were not enough 
Ships to load it. On the last day fifty-two ships departed, Several 
of these had arrived, taken on Cargo, and sailed away within forty- 
eight hours, 
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Ships and foreign vessels trading with America, brought hardship to the 
populace and led, in April 1776, to modification of non-exportation 
where it would relieve the colonists but not help Britain,g Goods could 
be exported to any port not under Eritish domination; East India tea, and 
any goods except those produced in, or shipped fron, Pritish dominions 
could be imported, From this tine on regulations were war measures, 
"Political independence was now a mere formality", 7 

The demands of commerce and the investment of commercial wealth 
continued to stimulate artisans until Philadelphia became the colonial 
center of craftsmanship in the pre-revolutionary period. Political 
conflict intensified craft activity too as colonists, in the face of 
mounting tension with Britain, encouraged one another to be self-sufficient 
by resorting to damestic manufacture, There was further multiplication of 
crafts. Some crafts divided to afford more specialization and refinement 
of skills,?9 

The furniture, metal, and clothing crafts continued their outpute 
fmong the clothing crafts the tailors, in particuler, were busy and many 
were prosperous enough to employ servants in addition to the customary 
apprentices and journeymen, Philadelphia hatters led all the cities of the 
world in the manufacture of hats, Leather workers made Philadelphia 
leather breeches one of the outstanding and well-known products of the time 
for leather clothing was made for everyday wear since leather was plentiful 
and cheap. Cordwainers or shoemakers produced shoes for danestic and 
foreign markets, These craftsmen in turn stimulated tanners, curriers, 
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The Schlesinger, Merchants, $75=5&0, 


75¢ Pridenbaugh, Revolt, 272=27h; Pridenbaugh, Colonial Craftsman, 171-172, 


In 177 approximately thirty per cent of those assessed for taxes were 
craftsmen, 
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leather dressers, last makers, and heel makers, /6 

Several large industries requiring substantial investment of 
capital had developed from the combination ae group of distinct crafts 
into one relatively large enterprise. A few small industries had sprung 
up too. The political conflict and boycotts after the war only encouraged 
and accelerated this process, already well Started, the increase of 
American manufactures. General Gage, in 1771, had noted this increase 


and had recommended: 


"I (think it would) be for our interest to Keep the 
Settlers within reach of the Sea-Coast as long as we cans 
end to cramp their Trade as far as it can be done 
prudentially, Cities flourish and increase by extensive 
Trade, Artisans and Mechanicks of all sorts are drawn 
thither, who Teach all sorts of Handicraft work before 
unknown in the country, and they soon come to make for 
thenselves what they used to import. I have seen this 
increase," 


Capital investment in manufacturing was still comparatively small, 
Fowever, there were increased Signs of specialization and some enterprises 
were larger, harbingers of things to come, Flourmilling was chief anong 
these relatively large industries, The iron tater tae was growing in size 
and importance, Shipbuilding became a thoroughly native industry and all 
the crafts connected with shipbuilding grew, The early practice of 
bringing, from England, cordage, sails, fixtures, and other gear to 


tts Ap 


76. Pennsylvania Archives (Third series), XIV: 223-303; Eridenbaugh 
Colonial Craftsman, 71-75. In 177, 334 master snoemakers and 3 
master hatters were assessed, 


77- Bridenbaugh, Colonial Craftsman, 64, 171-172; Bridenbaugh, Revolt, 
268=269; Thayer, Pemberton, 204-205, When Englishmen spcke of 
manufactures they did not mean the output of the srall handicrafts 
but rather of these larger enterprises, The hastily projected 
spectacular efforts to establish new industries to defeat Britain's 
projected reforms were not successful but there was an acceleration 
in the quiet, steady rate of development and greater production in 
established arts and crafts, 
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finish vessels ceased, Subsidiary crafts had grown so rapidly there 
were enough campetent native craftsmen to finish the ships built in the 
Philadelphia yards, Then, as more ships were built locally, the demands 
for cordage and other equipment to finish ships increased and numerous 
ropewalks and other subsidiary shops were opened, 78 

_ Among the smaller industries were Several sugar refineries, Rum 
distilleries and breweries produced for export as well as home consumption, 
Textiles and shoes were exported too, Papermaking, coopering, and tanning 
grew as the businesses they Supplied grew. All this activity and output 
stimulated an occasional approach to the factory system just prior to 
Open warfare, British legislation against enigration of skilled workers 
was not always successful, Even machines were sometines shipped secretly, 
Some men were already interested in steam driven machinery. Seeds of later 
progress had already been sown, /9 

Deflation end depression had come to the crafts as well as to 

commerce after the French and Indian War. In fact, craftsmen suffered 
more for they had fewer resources to tide them over the crisis, Many 
Shipyards and ropewalks were idle, and these in turn could not contract 


for the services of subsidiary craftsmen. The Sugar Act had forced the 


78. Pennsylvania Archives (Third series), XIV: 223~3033 Bridenbaugh, 
Kevolt, 266-269; Bridenbaugh, Colonial Craftsman, 92=9). The tax 
assessment list of 177) listed blockmakers, riggers, caulkers, 


mastmen, sailmakers, Shipwrights and joiners, and other craftsmen 
used in shipbuilding, Six ropewalks were listed also, 


794 Proud, Philadelphia, IT: 271; Schlesinger, Merchants, 77-78; Greene, 
Revolutionar, Generation, 59-60, 64-653 Bridenbaugh, Revolt, 269, 
Philadelphia was credited with exporting 1,500 pairs of shoes to the 
West Indies in 1768, She exported 200,000 gallons of rum in 1771, and 
278,000 galicns in tise 

In 177 John Hewson opened a calico-print works promising goods equal 
to those imported, 4 
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closing of distilleries, The boycott on imported cloth hurt the 
tailors, Craftsmen who did have work could frequently neither extend 
credit nor obtain credit in turn fran the hard=pressed merchants, Many 
failures resulted and debtors! prisons were filled. Here, too, recovery 
followed depression, and in the 1770's craft activity intensified,©0 
Craftsmen supported the movements against British mercantilism, 
not only by increasing their collective output, either to supplement 
or substitute for English imports, but also by refusing to buy English 
imports. After the passage of the odious Stamp Act and subsequent 
unpopular legislation, patriotic Americans like Franklin declared there 
was nothing Americans could not do without or make themselves, The 
repeal of the Stamp Act and the reduction of the molasses tax reduced 
enthusiasm for colonial manufactures, However, Subsequent conflict again 
encouraged local manufacture, Workers were recruited to produce wool, 
flax, hemp, and cotton by appealing to patriotic motives; the importance 
of local production to supplement imports was ccmmented on frequently. 
Py mid=1776 the putting out system, especially in spinning for the 
textile plants, became so general that ,000 were reputed to be spinning 


at home. Political discontent thus helped pranote the arts and crafts,cL 


LLL LLL LL LAL CCE LC ete asestaeaeses 


80, Pridenbaugh, Colonial Craftsman, 171-172; Bridenbaugh, Revolt, 283-2853; 

Schlesinger, Merchants, 293; Plummer, "Consumer Credit", PMHB, 66: 
405 -1,09 ~ 

Customarily, British merchants extended credit to colonial merchants 
for one year and they in turn extended credit for a year to fifteen 
months. 

Hard times made the craftsmen lend a willing ear to the blandishments 
of those who cried for liberty. 


81. Bridenbaugh, Colonial Craftsman, 97-98; "Non Importation", PMHB, XIV: 
42-33 The Pennsylvania Packet, March 27, 17753 Schlesinger, Merchants, 
67-86, 26-247; Bezanson, Prices during Revolution, 17, 289. 

Retrenchment was popular. Colonists were urged to use substitutes 
Such as sassafras for tea, have simpler mourning, and buy colonial wares, 
At the Philadelphia market linens, shalloons, ink-powder and other 
Pennsylvania wares were offered for sale, One large store opened to 


Sell nothing but Pennsylvania manufactures, Actually, non=importation 
had gone into effect at a time of pressing demand for coarse eNnSe 
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Regulation cf prices, quality, and size for the foodstuffs, clothing, 
and other crafts continued, The Association attempted to provide more 
regulation of the colonists than ever before, %2 

Scarcity of currency still complicated the activities of farmer, 
merchant, and craftsman, Not only did cash remain scarce but there was 
no uniform or reasonably stable medium of exchange, Foreign coins still 
circulated freely supplementing the inadequate supply of English currency, 
but value fluctuated. The paper issues were limited enough to avoid 
Serious inflation, However, because of evils in other colonies all the © 
colonies were forbidden by the Currency Act of 176 to issue legal-tender 
paper and were required to pay duties and taxes in species. Merchants, 
especially, opposed currency limitations at a time when restrictions on 
the West Indian trade reduced supplies of hard money, Non=importation in 
the late 60's helped build up the gold supply tenporarily, but with the 
return to normal trade it was drained off again. Labor and produce 
continued to be credited frequently against merchandise due to lack of 
specie. There were no banks; capital still had to be raised by soliciting 
wealthy individuals, Most business still was conducted by independent | 
merchants or by them with one or more partners, 93 

Prices, too, responded to the cold war. In the post=war deflation 
prices dropped more than 17 per cent to the low point in 1769. In the 


LLL CL LC LOCO A acetal 


82, Statutes, VIII: 15=22, 130-136, 20-228, 273-278, 284-300, 403-107, 417-23, 
25, 430-35, L755. See page 31, footnote 73. 


83. Statutes, VIII: 15-22, 20-220, 273-278, 28-300, 417-123, h2hel:28, lh7= 
3 thayery Politics, 132, 139; Greene, Revolutionary Generation, 35-39, 

5u=553 Schlesinger, Merchants, 56-59, 67, ol0-cl3; Plummer, "Consumer 
Credit", PMHB, 66: 405-093 Bridenbaugh, Coloniel Craftsman, 171-1723 
Bridenbaugh, Revolt, 252-253. Some people even blamed the post-war 
depression on the paper money laws. With the onset of depression, money 
practically disappeared, Too often merchants could neither extend their 
customary credit nor pay their debts to Britain. 
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recovery prices rose and the 1770's became a period of extreme inflation, 
The fundamental characteristics of the price picture in the 70's were 
the succession of dull and active years in specific commodities and a 
high level of prices, the highest level of the colonial period, © 

Urban growth brought multiplication of mar':et facilities, Grocery 
stores supplied the non=perishables, sugar, molasses, ©> tea, spices, 
rice, and such. Many shops became truly specialized; their variety 
testified to colonists! sophisticated tastes and habits, There was an 
increase in the number of craftsmen who combined retail selling with 
their craft activity, As in other periods shopkeepers bought and sold 
on the customary year's credit. The post war depression brought great 
distress and many bankruptcies to them. The distress was so severe 
that as late as 1773 a committee of the principal importers tried to 


help them revive retail trade. Abuses attendant on auctions, such as 


etna ene pS Ot REA 

8h. Pezanson, Gray, and Husseyy Prices, 309=313, 3]2=2)3; Bezanson, Anne, 
Prices during Revolution, li, 16, 1€6=192, 265, 289, 313, 318; 
Schlesinger, lerchants, hoselos, 586-5873 Journal, June 19, 1776, 
December 20, 17753; The Pennsylvania Ledger, March 9, 1776; The 
Pennsylvania Evening Post, September 7, 1775. The relentless price 
rise following the cessation of non-importation in the fall of 1770 
was accompanied by popular resentment, especially against tea prices, 

The Association was somewhat lax in enforcing the regulations 

demanding that stocks accunulated before non=importation should be sold 
at customary rates, Complaints to the Continental Congress claimed 
prices had been increased in anticipation of the inauguration of the 
Association, accused drygoods merchants of exacting 25=100 per cent 
increases over established prices and claimed prices had advanced 50 
per cent by September 1775, This rise of prices in 1775=76 indicated 
a depletion of accumulated Stocks, I, was especially onerous to the 
denizens because of the former cheapness, mild price fluctuations from 
1768-7, and consequent wide use of West Indies goods such as molasses, 
rum, coffee, cocoa, chocolate, pepper, sugar, and salt, Patriots strove 
manfully to regulate prices in the face of growing scarcity and from 
time to time set wholesale and retail prices, It was hoped the reopen- 
ing of the West Indian ports and the lifting of restrictions on exports 
would bring in supplies and automatically restore prices, but open 
warfare upset these calculations and ended the colonial period, 


85. Bridenbaugh, Revolt, 260, 278, Half the molasses imported was used as 


sweetening, especially by the canmon folk. Only half was used to 
distill ruMe 
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poor quality goods, night sales and such led, in 1770, “: an agreement 

of merchants and traders not to buy at vendue for less than 55, woolen 
Gecds not in the bolt, ironware in packages of less than a dozen, and to 
boycott uncooperative auctioneers. The poor railed against this arrange= 
ment until war came, 

Increasing complexity of the economy and cultural refinements also 
continued their encouragement of new economic enterprises, Bookkeepers, 
notaries, letter-writers, translators, and brokers appeared, "The 
Philadelphia Office of Intelligence" arranged purchases and sales of 
goods, ships, real estate, insurance and loans, More intricate 
commercial transactions encouraged lawyers and kept then busy. 
Vaccination, often at a private hospital, health cures at mineral springs, 
and hospital care at the Pennsylvania Hospital gave enployment to many, 
Several more newspapers were printed. Enthusiasm for the drama 
encouraged the opening of theatres and more or less regular performances 
by The American Company 87 | 

The colonial period, from the foundation to the Revolution, had 
established Philadelphia as a commercial center second to none, Her 
enviable prosperity was firmly grounded on agricultural production, 
Shrewd and enterprising merchants had found far-flung markets for these 
goods, and in turn had encouraged the crafts that ground the flour, 
provided the casks and built the Ships. Growing prosperity led to a 
maturing economy and Specialization, diversification into secondary 
oS ee praca mcrae strane ee A to EES 
66. Bridenbaugh, Revolt, 27h<281, 


87. Bridenbaugh, Revolt, 286-289, 325=3313 Seilhamer George 0,, History 
of the American Theatre, 173-174, 199=20), 21-247, 269=2763; Graydon, 


Alexander, Memoirs of a Life Chiefly Passed in Pennsylvania, 202-203, 
230, 310-312, 321=322, 338-3]0. 
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industries such as furniture and shoes, and the development of luxury 
crafts, More extensive demands, corbined with political problems, 
accelerated the production of American wares, Philadelphia, by 1776, 
was on the threshold of a manufacturing boom that blossaned and 


prospered after she became a leader in an independent America, 
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Chapter II 
SHOPEEEPERS 


Shopkeepers, both men and women, were the most numerous colonial 
advertisers, They inserted more advertisements than any other enter- 
Prisers, and were the only venturers who consistently advertised their 
WareSe Was the shopkeeper the only enterpriser whose occupation was 
deexed desireble or correct to advertise? These advertisenents notified 
the denizens of what was available; they were not intended to promote 
Sales. Frequently, in the early days, the arrival of a ship was the 
eccasion for an advertisement. "Just arrived in "was a 

ical announcement, tailers progressed from spasmodic to reguler 
notices after midecentury,@8 

However, not all shopkeepers advertised, Hany of those who were 
mentioned were referred to indirectly in a very incidental and casval 
fashion, Furthermore, the ledgers of business houses identified many 
Shopkeepers who did not advertise, The advertisements revealed who the 
shopkeepers were and the wares they sold, They indicated neither the 
extent of the business nor the time spent as a shopkeepers 

Smal] shops appeared in the very early years to meet the personal 
needs of the colonists, particularly those who could not afford to buy 
in quantity, for small, individual, non-agricultural weres. By 1690 
there were twenty-nine shopkeepers "great ani small", These rapidly= 
growing shops included retail shops and craft shops. The owners of the 
retail shops sold the townfolk goods which they had bought from wholesale 


LL RS eet sees haenenenntnsi, 


88, Many advertised, spring and fall, merchandise "suitable for the 
season", 
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merchants such as James Logen and the Norrises, The proprietors of the 
craft shops sold their own handiwork primarily, although occasionally 
they ventured into a little Supplementary general retailing. Since these 
artisans were more significant as producers than as Salesmen, they will 
be discussed as craftsmen, 99 

Most of the little shops were in the owners! homes, Frequently, 
signs informed passersby of the shop within, The retail shop, resembling 
the modern general store, carried an assortment of dry goods, groceries, 
and miscellaneous items such as Kettles, shoes, Bibles, locks, brushes, 
knives, and "sundry other goods",91 

Retail trade paralleled the growth of the city and shop activity 
reflected the swing of the business cycle. During King William's and 
Queen Anne's wars, when shops were overstocked and prices fell, this 
growth was curtailed temporarily, In 1712, just prior to the end of 
Queen Anne's War, during a slack period, Cadwallader Colden92 mentioned 
that shopkeepers would hardly look at goods. - In 171 Widow Lee's failure 
for 63,000 brought loss to Colden and two of his friends.73 The Peace of 


Utrecht brought Stability, and in 1717 twenty-eight shopkeepers, including 


nent eet cenit ron penn 


89. Adams, James Truslow, Provincial Society, 43; Bridenbauzh, Carl, Cities 
in the Wilderness, 243; "Some Letters and an Abstract of Letters fran 
Pennsylvania, Containing the State and Improvement of that Province, 


Published to Prevent Misieports, London, 1691", PMHB, IVs: 19h. See 
Chapter IV, 


90. This made it natural and logical for women to turn to shopkeeping. 


91. The Pennsylvania Gazette, October 591749, October 25, 1753; Watson, 
John F,, Annals of Philadelphia and Pennsylvania eco, III: 368, 


92. Cadwallader Colden was a wiolesale merchant, 


93» Bridenbaugh, Wilderness, 189n, 
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nine women, took out "freedoms "4 from the Corporation, By 1720 retail 
trade was flourishing again. Some of the more prosperous shopkeepers 
such as Charles Read and George Mifflin advanced to become merchantse92 

Some specialization in one or two lines of goods, though very 
little, appeared in the multiplying retail shops; those who did specialize 
tended to try groceries. Shops of tradesmen and artisans were more 
numerous than dry goods and grocery shops. A few craftsmen ventured into 
a little general retailing and conldsemas a craft shop with general selling, 
This combination of craft activity with retail selling was a major feature 
of merchandizing. An example of such combination was the shop of the Allens: 
Margaret Allen, the wife of James Allen, goldsmith, sold tobacco, 7° 

After 1720 the newspapers attested the rapidly growing number of shops, 
The bulk of the retail trade still came from those unable to buy in 
quantity, but well-to-do inhabitants patronized these shops as the quality 
of their goods and the variety of their stocks improved, Variety gave 
evidence of a maturing economy and revealed the progress of America's 
material civilization, Many of the early shopkeepers advertised sugars, 
tea, china, and other such items that definitely were not part of the 
colonial economy, Increasing patronage encouraged the establishment of 
an occasional small specialty shop such as an apothecary, grocery, or 


book shop, Artisans contributed their creations to the developing 





9h. Oberholtzer, Ellis P., Philadelphia, A History of the City and Its 
People, I: 102, The freedoms created free men and free women who 


thus acquired the right to be elected to the common council and some 
privileges as shopkeepers and master workmen, The freedoms were sold 
te obtain money for the government, 


95¢ Bridenbaugh, Wilderness, 189; Scharf, J, Thomas, and Westcott, Thompson, 
History of Philadelphia, 1609-188), I: 1936 


964 The American Weekly Mercury, June 9, 17203 Bridenbaugh, Wilderness, 192, 
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economy, thereby adding highly specialized and luxury wares,? ! 

After 1750 shopkeepers tended to concentrate on a particular line 
of goods. From foodstuffs and dry goods they expanded to hardware, books, 
and luxury items, More specialty shops appeared, Shopkeepers advertisements 
were more numerous and lenghtier, Some advertised regularly and printed 
long, long lists of goods available,98 

A sharp thorn to the shopkeepers in the latter half of the century was” 
the venduee In the early days the auction had confined itself customarily 
to the sale >. homes or the effects of a deceased person, but in the late 
period when merchants could not dispose of their goods through established 
shops they put them up at auction. When small lots of goods were sold, the 
auction became the competitor of the shop and consequently obnoxious to 
the majority of small shopkeepers. Pros and cons of the value of auctions 
filled the press, The agrarian interest which favored ver.dues was 
dominant, so the Assembly did not prohibit them, In fact, when the 
booksellers petitioned the Assembly for a prohibition of vendue sales, 
the Assembly actually repealed the law preventing pedlars from selling 
books in order to encourage the sale of books at auction.99 

During the pre-revolutionary conflict, shopkeepers continued to 

_ Supply the personal needs of the denizens, However, at the same time they 
cooperated in the non-importation movement and refused to buy unapproved 
97- Bridenbaugh, Wilderness, 31-35, 
98, These very extensive lists were characteristic of all shopkeepers, 
Much information about the progress of Philadelphia's material 


civilization comes from an analysis of the products available in the 
shops.» 


99. Mitchell, James and Flanders, Henry (eds.), The Statutes at Large of 
Pennsylvania from 1682-1801, 8: 389, 1773-743 Thayer, Theodore, 


Growth of Democracy in Pennsylvania Politics, 131132, 
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goods brought fron Britain. Shops were not as bare as might have been 
expected during non-importation, for goods were either smuggled or 
brought from hiding by speculators, 200 

Many women kept shop. Even before the newspaper era letters, Neticors 
of business houses, and statutes referred to women Shopkeepers, After 
1720 such sources supplenented the public press, for many a shopkeeper 
was never mentioned in the newspapers, 

Fron the earliest days women shared in family enterprises,1O1 One 
of the very early family teams was the James Claypoole fanily,192 In 1683, 
in a letter to his brother in England James Claypoole wrote that his "wife 
and children with my direction shall mannage buseness as well as if (I) 
did it mysclf", while he spent his time serving the Society, Furthermore 
he noted, "My wife has advised me to send thee my silver hafted knives 
which I have added to the Invoyse", Among the items the brother was to 
send for the family business were rum, molasses, sugar, and ginger, The 
Claypooles, in turn, sent beaver hats, barley, and the aforementioned 
knives to England, 293 

The ledgers of business houses listed many women shopkeepers both 


before and during the newspaper erae Before the newspaper era, from 1712 


a ee ee 


100, Bezansony Anne, Prices and Inflation during The American Revolutions 
Pennsylvania, 1770-1790, 2 3 Schlesinger, Arthur M,, Colonial Merchants 
and the American Revolution, 79 
LS ee eetetnente atesoatban 


101. Since colonial shops frequently were within the home walls it was 
natural for women to turn to Shopkeeping either to inaugurate an 
independent venture or to continue a family business when necessity 
beckoned, 


102. James Claypoole was the agent for the Free Society of Traders, 
103~ Claypoole, James, Letterbook, 1681-168), February 1683, 
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to 1720, James Logan supplied wholesale goods to seven women who kept 

shop »20l Both before and during the newspaper era the Norris family also 
supplied goods, in amounts sufficient to stock small shops, to about 
Sixty-five women, just six of whom were mentioned in the newspapers ,1°9 
The Cadwallader accourits reveal that during the newspaper era a Mr, 
Crougham bought over twelve pounds worth of goods from Rebecca Edgell, 
Eer name did not appear in the papers as a Shopkeeper, although she did 
acvertise to dispose of property several times. In 1750 those indebted to 
the "estate of Rebecca Edgell, deceased" were requested to pay,2% 


Receipt bocks also identified women enterprisers, Dr, Phineas Bond 


kept a careful receipt-book, but those who Signed his receipts did not 


sndicate their enterprise, However, eight women referred to as shopkeepers 
in the newspapers signed receipts for him,107 


Furthermore, the law of 1718 indicated the importance and success of 


eter pe penen eens nape 

10h, Logan Account Book, 1712-1719, 17, 10h, 290, 3993 Norris Papers, 
Ledger, 1709-1740, 162, 273. ‘these included Mary Thorp, Ann Budd, 
Hannah Scott, Ann Webb, Elizabeth Paxton, Widow Mary Snow, and Rachel 
Wharton. Widow Wanke Collet of Philadelphia was an Indian trader who 
paid Logan in furs and skins for the goods she received, Two of these 
who bought from Logan == Hannah Sectt and Elizabeth Paxton == purchased 
goods from the Norrises too, 


105~ Norris Papers, Vols, 35, 39, 4O, 42. These accounts include family and 
servant accounts as well as business accounts but the relationship most 
eften is not noted, There is no distinction between goods bought for 
sale or for personal use, Undoubtedly not all the accounts over BS. 
indicated shopkeepers, However, Content Nicholson, who was noted in 
the press, had an account of only 561392. 


106, Cadwallader Accounts, Folder of Accounts 17h, July 23, 17h; Mercury, 
April 21, 17263 Gazette, June 27, 1745, March 12, 17563; Journal 
ptt 1750. Her executors were still trying to settle her estate 
in 1756, 


107. Phineas Bond Receipt Book, Twenty-three other women, not referred to 
in the newspapers, signed receipts without designation of their 
occupation or service, Perhaps some of these were shopkeepers, 
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this economic activity of women in colonial society when it stated: 
It often happens that mariners and gthers, os. leave 

their wives in a way of Shopkeeping: and such of them as are 

industrious, % take due care to pay the merchants they gain so 

much credit with, as to be well supplied with shop=goods from 

time to time, whereby they get a competent maintenance for 

themselves and children, have been enabled to discharge 

considerable debts, left unpaid by their husbands at their 

going away,19 
Eowever, to prevent husbands from wasting and misapplying funds, as they 
had sometimes done, and to protect the wives, it was enacted that the 
wives of those who went to sea and maintained shops or worked for their 
Aivelihood at any other trade should be declared "feme sole" traders and 
heve the ability to sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded in any 
courte 

Several women had establishnents sufficiently large and important to 
make their cooperation necessary when the non-importation agreements were 
Signed in 1765, Among the signers of the non-importation agreement of 
Octoder 25, 1745 were Lydia and Elizabeth Hyde, Elizabeth Paschall, Ann 
Pearson, Marcy Gray, and Magdalen Devine.l99 ‘the Pearson, Paschall, and 
Devine naaes appeared quite often in the public press, Marcy Gray was not 
an advertiser; the Hydes were infrequent advertisers, 

Over the years the public press identified many women shopkeepers, 
Direct advertiseients accounted for a few, indirect references for many more, 
in the latter, the primary object was to announce a Change of address, re- 
tirenent, an estate Settlenent, or some misfortune such as theft. Why did 
the women insert their advertisenents? What cavsed a comment on their 
108, Laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania ese, compiled by Charles 

Smith, Is 99, 


199. Non Importation Resolution, Philadelphia, 1765, 
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47 
economic activity? What type of advertisement revealed their retailing? 
The following analysis is based on the activation behind the advertise- 
ments that indicate shopkecpers great and small,” 

In the early advertisecents shepkecpers usually adverticed only a 
few wares. It was nct until the later periods that extensive lists of 
offerings appeared. Eleveni10 women advertised limited weres such as tea, 
pepper, sugaz’, and spices, a map, or garden seeds, While the specific 
corsicdities varied, each woran scld cnly two or three iters, These were 
most apt te te greceries, Two of these wenen bought scods frm the 
wholesalers, Charles aid Samuel Ncrris. The most unusual ite: offered 
wes aman of Philadelphia wich sold for seven shillings and eix pence, 
Mery Biddle, aleng with Matthew Clerkscn and Henrich Miller, published and 
sold the map. This map, cne of the very fancus mars of old Philadelphia, 
included 2 plan of the streets, alleys, "and so forth” sketched by 
Nicholas Scull, Ann Powell sold the gerden seeds raised =7 Hannah Dubre,222 





11C, This figure ccunts the two "Widow Gordon” advertisecents as the notices 
f two different women, since their wares were so different, 


li, Gazette, June zh, 17352, July 1, 1731, December 2C, 1733, July 7, 1737, 
Jaly 20, 1742, April 26, 1769, July 17, 1760, “overter 17, 1763, 
January 25, 176i, Jacucry G,-1766, April 2h, 17663 Mercury, July 22, 
1723 Der Wockentliche Philadelphische Staatshote, Levexber 15, 1762; 
The Pemisylvania Jvirral, December 1S, 17623 lcorris Papers, Day Bock, 
L727"h {Sly Ty Le One of the very early advertisers, Widow Gordon, 
in 1726 sold London cut tcbaceo at two shillinzs, sixteen pence a 
pound. In 1731 Mary Gordon seld Zohea tea at 1h.1 rer pound and 
Jamaica pepper at eizhteen pence. In 1733 a Widow Cordon advertised a 
choice parcel of large iror hoops for sale. A Catherine Gordon and a 
Mary Serdon bought goods from the wholesale merchants Charles end 
Samuel Norris, "Widow" Gordon may have been either Catherine or Mary, 
er ever: a third or fourth enterrriser, 

Deborah Connol(1)y sold Muscovado (brown) sugar by the barrel or 
hundred-weipht, and rice ard gincer, Mrs. Connol(l}y, then she adver- 
tised a Negro girl for sale, added a postscript thet she sold good 
“iellacses". Deborah: Connol(1)y bought dry goods ard sundries such as 
12 gross cf pipes, needles, and fishhooks from the Norris merchants, 
Her wholesale purchases were fairly extensive and indicated she had a 
good-sized shop, 

Mary Oswald sold sugar, sugar candy, molasses, ani teas Widow Penrose, 
good Jamaica "“elasses" in quantity; Mary Anderson, the best white wine 
vinegar by the "Fipe, Querter Casi, Keg, or Sallon"s and Hannah Weston 
imported lavender ccnzpound by the pound, bottle, cor smaller quantity, 
Cornelia Smith sold various wines by the quarter cask or less, 
chocolate by the box or dozen, ana Bohea teas 
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Rather early some of the women advertisers gave evidence of having 
more extensive and varied stocks, By 1738 a,Widow Sharp sold most sorts 
of household furniture as well as some merchant goods and some drugs. In 
170 Widow Sharp was selling sewing strings, indigo, "a parcel of Drugs 
with some chymical Preparations, and a small Box of Instruments belonging 
to Surgery", 112 

Very soon thereafter Elizabeth Combs offered for sale various sorts 
of dry goods including all kinds of white and check linens, dimities, 
frizes, handkerchiefs, cotton gowns, and sailcloth, as well as sortable 
shot and several other kinds of goods, She led the way in a branch of 
merchandizing that became increasingly popular, }43 

Mrs, Stapleford treated her business very casually, almost as if it 
were unnecessary to mention it. When she announced the sale of a mumber 
of Negroes, she added, as an afterthought, a postscript stating she sold 
good Bohea and green tea, indigo, cinnamon, double refined sugar and 
streichts capers, either by the pound or in bottles, The next year she 
added pepper and gunpowder to her stock, 4 


Three other women offered a variety of goods before the midecentury, L415 











112, Mercury, April lh, 1737; Gazette, July 20, 1738, April 3, 17h0. 


113, Casette, December 11, 1740, January 15, 170-171; Journal, January 20, 
1757e Unfortunately, sixteen years later Mrs, Elizabeth Combs! creditors 
were requested to bring in their accounts so a "dividend" could be made, 


1M, Mercury, July 9, 1741, June 10, 1742; Gazette, July 9, 17k1. 


115. Mercury, July 16, 1753 Gazette, January 15, 170-171, August 15, 175, 
September 22, 29, 1748, Widow Hichardson proclaimed the sale of various 
types of shop goods, including sugars of various kinds, and choice 
Barbadoes Limes in barrels at "reasonable rates", The next year a man 
advertised the sane comnodities for sale at the Widow Richardson's, 
Perhaps she was not a shopkeeper, However, it was not uncomaon for 
several businesses to be carried on at one homes 

Lucy Bowling contented herself with the comment that she sold sundry 
sorts of household goods at the sign of the Rose and Crown, 
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One of these, Mary Grafton, not only offered dry goods including niceties 
Such as grogram and India damask, but hardware items such as shot, nails, 
and "Chizels", and books, Naturally, she sold Bibles, Along with these 
She stocked "Psalter's, young man's companion, Dyche's spelling books, 
primmers and sealing wax", earthenware and other items, A Mary Grafton's 
estate was settled in 1766, Presumably it was the shopkeeper. She had 
kept shop for at least twenty years, 115 

Thus far shopladies' advertisements indicated a growing number of 
comiodities were available for Philadelphia customers. From dry goods 
and groceries shopkcepers expanded their stocks to include hardware, books, 
ani stationery supplies, The increase of wealth had brought a desire and 
denand for more diverse goois, Shopkeepers stocked what they could sell, 
Their more luxurious offerings gave evidence of the maturing economy. 

By the mid-century Mrs, Redmond, a frequent advertiser in subsequent 
years, catered to the welletoedo class interested in and able to afford 
Juwmuries, In her lwary shop Mrs. Redmond sold, 

Diamond rings, earerings, solitairs, watches, silver 

tweezers, tooth=pick cases, snuff boxes, patch-boxes, thimbles, 

buttons, stone-rings set in silver, large knives and forks in 

cases$ eee All sorts of watchemakers tools and materials, springs, 

glasses, keys, hands «se. All sorts of leather and other fans, 

threads, pins see mahozany tea=chests «+e spice boxes and powder 
ditto ... All sorts of childrens toys ... tea tongs, punch ladles, 
all sorts of copper and brass toys, dogs and sheep, and a variety 

of other goods too tedious to mention", 

In 1753 Mrs. Redmond included the prices of some of her merchandise, a 
een eenine ent eae eed 
115, Gazette, August 15, 175, February 13, 1766.4 
117. Ibid.s, December 26, 1750, September 21, 1752, November 30, 1752, and 
frequent repetitions; Norris Papers, A, 172-1731, ll. . 
This lengthy inventory was similar to, and characteristic of, the 


advertisements of other colonial merchants; long, long lists of items 
available were printed time after time, 
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practice that was not customary. Horsehair hats cost 7s6d, black and 
grey hats 7s6d, blue 15s. She also had a choise parcel of japan wares 
of all "prizes" from 7s6d to 3810s and key hooks at 5s each, She also 
mentioned other goods without prices, By 175); this very regular adver= 
tiser began her more prosaic list of offerings with the less exotic 
gauze, gimps, lace, and drinking glasses, However, she still listed the 
diamond rings,118 She too had come to face the realities of life} 

Nine other women who concentrated on dry goods advertised fron time 
to time after the mid-century,49 ann Thornton expanded gradually from 
selling china alone to offering all kinds of dry gocds, including dress 
goods, trimiings, and accessories, and eventually added many "stationary 
goods", L20 Presumably she moved a growing business to a larger shope 
Three more dry goods merchants, infrequent advertisers but Signers of the 
non=importation agreement were Sarah, lydia, and Elizabeth Hyde, Lydia 
and Elizabeth merely conmented unobtrusively at the close of Sarah Hyde's 
estate settlement notice that they carried on the business as usual, Later 
they advertised dry goods and teas,l2l 
LLL CL LL I . - ee 
| 118, Gazette, April 12, 1735, January 1, 175i, April 25, 175k. 

119. Cazette, October 16, 23, 1755, May 28, 1761, December 31, 1761, 

March 18, 1762, November 18, 1762, Jamary 20, 1763, June 23, 1763, 


April ll, 1765, December 1, 1763, September 5, 1765; The Pennsylvania 
Chronicle, April 18, 1768, January 20, 1772; The Pennsylvania Packet, 
August 15, 177h; The Fennsylvanie Evening Post, November 21, 1775, 536. 
Three of these in the immediate pre-revolutionary period were Lucy 
and Charity Leonard and Anne Sperks, In 177 the Leonards announced 
they had imported a variety of European and Fast India goods, Anne 
Sparks, "Milaner", sold all kinds of dry goods and noted a long list 
of the specific items she could provide. 


120. Gazette, October 16, 23, 1755, These included pot, foolscap, post, 
and gilt paper, spelling books, slates, and pencils, 


121, Gazette, March 18, 17623 Journal, April 25, 1771; Bond Receipt Book, 
August 12, 1764, April 1, 1766, December 16, 1771; Non Importation 
Agreement, 1765, Lydia hyde receipted several payments by Dre Phineas 
Sond but made no record of her occupations 
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The most important of these late century advertisers were the 
sisters Mary and Ann Pearson. They, as well as those already mentioned, 
emphasized dry goods. However, they imported other gocds too, including 
earrings, childbed baskets, shoes, starch, powder, and a great variety of 
other articles which, they claimed, they sold for cash only. In 1765 
they signed the non-importation agreement,»i22 

This enterprise was dissolved when Mary merried, but each continued 
‘her own shop. In 1765 Mary announced she had divided the stock in the 
millinery business with her sister, Ann Pearsone She continued in this 
fifty=threet23 line advertisement to note the variety of goods she sold 
for cash, Among these wares were laces, satins, fans, shoes, aprons, 
inkpowder, spectacles, scissors, candle sticks, coffee mills, Scotch pills, 
teas, snuff, and other items, In her postscript she promised to continue 
to make millinery goods, to mount fans, and to supply orders fran the country, 
On the same date, in the Journal, William Symonds, Mary's husband, advertised 
dry goods for sale at his store gat a different.location, Following the 
mere note on his offerings, Mary, "Milliner", listed in detail the dry 
goods she had for sale at her store. Two years later William Symonds 
advertised the importation of merchandise oa Mary Symonds "millenary" 
goods. Again Mary listed in detail the items she carried,/24 


Mary Symonds was still carrying on an independent business at the 





122, Gazette, November 18, 1762, December 1, 1763; Non Importation Agreement, 
17656 


123. Gazette, September 5, 1765. There were about eight words to a line, 


12h. Gazette, September 5, 1765, January 9, 17663 Journal, September 5, 1765, 
January 9, 1766, May 14, 1767; Bond Receipt Book, tebruary 5, 1767, 
June 12, 1769, September 9, 1771. One of her customers was Mrs, Phineas 
Bond, for whom she receipted a bill, in 1767, for "too shiling", and 
for whom she signed other receipts in subsequent yearse 
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time of her husband's death; the estate settlement notice announced she 
would sell her husband's goods at “her" shop,» Soon after, when she 
moved, she again announced she continued to sell her “aillenery" goods 
and promised to make the neatest and most fashionable millinery ware at 
the cheapest rates. She continued to advertise frequently in the various 
papers, inserting long lists of available merchandise, Early in 1772 she 
requested her debtors to settle their accounts as she expected to go to 
London. Her health declined suddenly and on August 2h, 1772 she wrote her 
will, admitting she was "week in body" but of sound mind, Her will, 
leaving all her goods to her daughter, Mary, a minor, was probated June 26, 
1773~ Subsequently several notices appeared of the specific goods to be 
sold "for the benefit of the orphan", 125 

Ann Pearson also continued her own business, prospered, and advertised 
frequently, after she and Mary Symonds parted. She too offered many types 
of dry goods.126 She travelled to London in the fall of 1770 and returned 
in the spring with a "fresh assortment of the best and most fashionable 
goods", Both her departure and return were properly heralded in the presS, 
Not only did she reopen her own shop but she also brought back goods for 
her sister, Mary Symonds, Fashion=conscious Philadelphians had the advan= 
tage of up-to-the-minute creations from the old world capitol! In 1772 
she moved to a new location where she continued to supply all kinds of 


LLL LLL LO ALOT BO LIC CE LC A CI NA eC a ts et anette 


1256 Chronicle, March li, 1768, April h, 1768, May 2, 1768; Gazette, 
| March 17, 1768, April 7, 1768, May 5, 1768, June 23, 1773, July 21, 
17733 Packet, January 13, 17723 Penberton Papers, 1772=1773, Vol. 2h, 
lle One of the greatest cliches of colonial ads was the promise to 
make the "neatest and most fashionable millenary ware at the cheapest 
rates", These lists of goods sold occupied 81 lines of about 8 words 
to the line, 


126. Chronicle, May 2, 1768, Hez ad of this date filled sixty-five lines, 
She too was wordy§ 
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millinery and drapery goods 127 . 

In the late period, one shopkeeper, Elizabeth Thomas, one of the 
most frequent advertisers, concentrated on a limited line of dry goods. 
She advertised the importation and sale at her home cf excellent quality 
boulting cloths of superfine, fine, middling, and coarse texture, Later 
she Claimed all who "are well-acquainted with the Nature of them" say 
they are "equal in Goodness to any imported". Is this a harbinger of the 
Claims of modern merchante? In the ensuing years Mrs, Thomas became a 
regular contributor to the papers, peeteenoa a frequently in the 

taatsbote as well as in the English papers, 225 

While the greatest number of shopkeepers advertising directly sold 
dry goods, some did specialize in other types of merchandise, Very early 
in the century, in 173k, Widow Mankin opened a specialty shop, an 
apothecary shop, where she offered "a select Parcel" of drugs from London, 
composed of medicines principally used in the "Modern Practice of Physick, 
being a great variety of the Materia Medica, both simple and compound, 
Chymical and Galenical, Faithfully prepared", An estate settlement notice 
for Margaret Mankin, probably the druggist, appeared in the spring of 172,129 

Hannah Preintnall advertised, under a diagram of a pair of spectacles, 


a eee teen 


127. Gazette, December 5, 1765, January 16, 1766, June U:, 1770, July 16, 
1772; Journal, August 28, 1766, June lh, 1770; Chronicle, June ll, 
1770, April 15, 1771; Packet, July 13, 17723; Scnd Keceipt Book, 
February 27, 1766, September 12, 1767, March 7, 1770, September 10, 
1770, November 19, 1771, The Bonds bought from Ann Pearson teos she 
Signed several receipts for them without notation regarding her 
occupation or service, 


128, Gazette, August 13, 1767, April 11, 1771; Packet, November 11, 1771; 
Staatsbote, September 18, 1770, May 26, 1772, in her first notice 
Mrs. Thomas added that she could explain the terms for the sale of a 
erist mill. Perhaps this was part of an estate, If so, Mrs, Thomas 
probably carried on an independent venture begun during her husband's 
life and continued after his death, 


129. Mercury, November 26, 173, December 12, 173h3 Gazette, April 29, 172. 
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that she imported and sold a 


Variety of the finest Chrystal Spectacles, set 
in Tewple, Steel, leather or other franes, L‘kewise 
true Venéta'n green Spectacles for weak or wztery Eyes, 
cf various Sorts, Also Concave Snectacles for short- 
sighted Persons, Magnifying and Recdinz Glesses, 
Telescopes, Perspectives, with Multiplying Glasses; and 
Glasses for Davis's Qaadrants, etc, etc, 


Later she added "Oxeeye Glasses for taking Landskizs*, Her "suitable 
correspondence" would afford a constant supply of tne above with "sich 
the curious may at all times furnich thenselves, in «ne cazpletest manner 
at reasonable rates",130 go glasses were nore fcr crianent than utility 
Sarah Goddard operated a bookshop in 1768, nong the bocks she 


sold were the Laws of Pennsylvania, a Histo 
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4f *te 





Province Cy 


Massachusetts Bay, a Study of the Lerd's Supper, ceveral cther religious 


works, a tract on The Propriety of Im 
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osinz Taxes <n the Colonies 


132 





of Parliament, an essay on "Oeconomy™, and others. This list not only 


reveals Sarah Goddard's offerings but also gives a2 =: glimpse of the 
type of literature that appealed to and was read o> Philadelphians, The 
early bookshops were usually maintained by printers such as Cornelia 
Bradford and Senjamin Franklin as an adjunct to tie‘r craft activity. 
However, by this time Philadelphia's economy had mzetured and her culture 
advanced sufficiently to support a specialty Shop, 2 bockshop.e 

snother bookseller, a frequent advertiser in the Cernan paper, 
Der Wochentliche Philadelnhische Staatsbote, was Widow Anna Maria Ott, 
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130. Gazette, March 30, 1758, May 15, 1755; Dexter, Elizabeth, Colonial 
Wonen of Affairs, 29, Waat "Ox-eye Glasses” were is unknomte 


131, Curonicle, December 5, 1768, 




















wtb tiie® wait Nugtethaal gudaiss as eaanntd eyes sien 
deux” dele weeds nat to Ugee deuiense 2 not ls Lincs Seaaghaeqnen 
‘eines teetnicncs ec" xi .neToarats delat? emit fin de yee ben tte 8s i 
besliotes eax te erro "2 fees. wos eactaln oF OS zesei stcecsanneines 
ode pieed od yock §<BIRT nb qedeotisd « hotarage busted Rew | 7 
(p_pegiresS st Se sade « ctoay onal to eon ete wale Eg 
Gwutykiwe resile fore ceeceve eternal ad, Bo. weeze a esgaroczaaeet 


a) 


ae  -_* . an to 
Sevag note te nce 2 one? aoreme o veut age ott ne doeet & ea 


Pine» ee eee ow a ee, tl el © — 


siteste bes "yan ne esas am gimenatica® % 4 


~~ ees 


Le a 
~ 


weona tae doit wat 
ert Sy omquitts Boop .s cevig cule ood ecetireyio 8! icebood case Seaver” 
edt octpPigivbatia’ =f bawt ww bor of willed Sadi eunistagil te ont 
adhere <. act wesc neg Ww benisinton “lierte stov roetinteed tine 
: : eystetécs Five <lecit co? tenets as ee aifinevi nesta’ ie tetbe8 
erste tact Din Kwaotaas Sel gence <Mnbdgtobalis) said ed cnelll 
mehtol a aimee: Bloiones « Pieenut of Vitvotoknne m rot te 

csoesg mana! wih ma onte crospant 8 yuan sede - 

Balai steatt Be bean : ateet sg, yoo ste! eb SSR aN 








55 


In 1770 she advertised the books she had imported from Germany and sold 
reasonably. The collection included various Bibles, song books, prayer 
books, all sorts of school books, German and English, writing paper, 
and other items, In later advertisements she listed her offerings, still 
very largely religious in Subject matter, by author, and also noted she sold 
Second-hand bookse In 1773 she noted she had dozens of other things too 
numerous to mention, She was still advertising her thriving business in 
the sumer of 1776,122 

Several semi-specialized shops also appeared. In 1758 Magdalena 
Kearnes operated a Stocking shop where she sold men's, women's, and 
children's worsted Stockings, cheap thread Stockings for servants, and 
other kinds of hose of all sizes, A note to the main advertisement 
announced she sold glass, china, and earthenware, as well as cotton and 
worsted thread for mending stockings, 133 

In 1765 Jene Kirk announced she had Opened a grocery store where 
she had for sale wholesale or retail rum, "melasses", teas, spices, and 
other specifically mentioned groceries. However, she also added such 
non-grocery items as china and earthenware, decanters, flint glasses, and 
sundry other goods, She was very particular to add that she would sell as 
low as any person,234 

In 1772 Rebecca Kearny announced she Sold chinaware and gave a 
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132. Staatsbote, October lh, 1765, January 12, 1768, May 23, 1769, 
November 6, 1770 April 9, 1771, January 7, 1772, November 16, 1773, 
November 15, 1774, July 9, 1776. 

133. Journal, April 20, 1758, 


134. Gazette, July h, 1765, 
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Geteilec description of the types of dishes she sold, However, she 
also sold some groceries, including Sugars, cheese, wines, and brandies,. 
The business must not have been too prosperous, for in the cpring of 177k 
She noted she had a cormodious store for the dry gocds business for Sale, 
and a little later she noted that for "want of business" she had, for 
sale, the time of a boy with four end a half years to serve,135 

Five women notified the public, through estate settlement notices, 
of their continuance of their husbands! business, /36 Subsequently they 
advertised directly a couple of times, Two were primarily dry goods 
retailers, while the other three had specialized shops, a bookshop, 
hardware store, and liquor shop,137 

Mary Grant not only sold the customary dry goods but groceries 
and sundries, including such dissimilar items as rugs and pills, as well, 
Seven years after she teok over her husband's shop she announced her 
retirement, offered her home for rent, and requested debtors and 
creditors to settle their accounts, She also notified her friends that 
pendinz settlement they could be supplied with retail goods at a con- 
siderably lower price, 138 Was this a forerunner of the modern removal 
sales? 

Margaret Duncan also inherited her husband's dry goods shop. 


LLL LAL A Cee 


1356 Gazette, July 9, 1772, October 1:, 1772, April 13, 1774, May 11, 
177k; Packet, July 6, 17723 Journal, July 9, 1772. 


136, The announcement was made in the notice of the settlement of the 
c- \@states 


1.37. The liquor store sold patent medicines, but most likely they were 
merely adulterated liquor, 


128, Gazette, December 9, 1756, June 9, 1757, March 23, 1758, May 11, 1758, 
August 6, 1758, February 28, 1760, February 26, 1761, May 17, 176h3 
Journal, March 23, 1758, May 17, 176h. : 

in 1761, a man moved his shop to Mrs, Grant's old location. Her 
Shop was well enough known for him to give his address as "where the 
Widow Grant lately dwelt", 
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Subsequently she advertised the importation of a large and general 
assortment of European and East India goods, suitable for the season, 
spring and fall, In 1771, the year after she assumed control, she 
announced her intention of retiring but changed her mind, for she adver= 
tised the importation of dry goods again in the fall and followinz spring, 
at which time she moved, She continued to advertise in subsequent years, 239 
Cornelia Bradford naturally continued the bookshop, a customary 
adjunct to the colonial printer's trade, when she inherited Andrew 
Bradford's printing business, shortly before the mid-century. She sold, 
at the Sign of the Bible, Bibles, Prayerbooks, other religious works, 
comion histories, writing paper, ink, spectacles, compasses, glue, and 
other items, the same type article sold by the previously mentioned 
booksellers, Sarah Goddard and Widow ott, LO Shortly after, she declared 
her intention of moving to New York, but in a few months she again offered 
Philadelphia intellectuals such books as Cockers Artihnetic, Lives of the 
Apostles, and many other articles, Her ads continued over the yearse 


™ 1755 her estate was settled, Y2 
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1394 Journal, April 5, 1770, May 16, 1771; Gazette, May 16, 1771, October 
2hy lifly April 23, 1772, November h, 1772, May 5, 17733 Packet, 
November 2, 1772. 

One indication of her prosperity was that she had lots for rent. 
Her original store also was also a landmark, Yer successor noted he 
had moved his store to the house lately occupied by Mrs, Margaret 
Duncan, 

This illustrates the advertising of seasonal goods spring and fall 
that was becoming customary among many of these women after the 
mid-century. 


140. See ppe S=55, 


Ul, Journal, July 25, 1746, August 1h, 1745, September 11, 17553 Mercury, 
Decaiaber 2, 1742, This estate settlement notice did not indicate her 
business, If this may be used as a guidepost, many of the women who 
made no comment on their occupation, but were brought to light only 
by their estate notices, may be regarded as women who had developed 
substantial enterprises, 
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Mary Eddy had a hardware shop where she sold irenmongery and 
cutlery, hard goods rather than the more popular and frequently offered 
soft goods, These items, very necessary to colonials, included a variety 
of joiner's, shoemaker's, and watchmaker's tools, glass, earthenware, 
Metco, "i2 On November 7, 1771 her extensive list of offerings filled 
two long columns of eighty-four lines with the ironmongery, cutlery, 
sadilery, and glassware items she provided, and then she added "other 
items too tedious to mention"§ The next summer she moved, preswnably to 
larger quarters. Her advertisements in 1774 requested her customers to 
pay their debts, She too had been granting the credit so necessary for 
colonial business and she too had difficulty collecting her debts, 443 

At the very end of the period Mary Memninger advertised her liquor 
shop at the sign of the Golden Pelican, She noted at length the wines and 
liquors she sold and then added she had patent medicines too, Later the 
Same year she advertised the saie of drigs from the estate of Theodore 
Memainger and in a postscript added that the distilling of cordials as 
heretofore was carried on at the deceased's home by the widow, who would 


take orders from the countrye By year-end she proclaimed her determination 





142, The use of etce is cannon in colonial newspapers. 


13. Gazette, March 15, 1770, October 30, 1771, November 7, 1771; Packet, 
November 11, 1771, July 6, 1772, November 21, 1773 Chronicle, 
July 13, 17723; Journal, July 29, 1772; Peaberton Papers, 1772 and 
1773, Vol. 2h: 13, 75, Vole 25e 

Among the items advertised were bits, knives, locks, bellows, 
compass, Saws, coffin handles, chains, stirrups, glue, and others. 

One of Mrs, Eddy's important customers was Joseph Pemberton, the 
merchant. Among his papers are several bills for miscellaneous 
hardware bought from Mrs, Eddy. 

Joseph Pemberton's total purchases for August 1772 to August 1773, 
for nailsy sash weights, hinges, pulleys, shovels, tongs, bolts, 
Screws, brass knobs, locks, and so forth, totalled 67.13.3%. Another 
bill for the remainder of the year raised the total to hl0,3.94, 

Mrs, Eddy continued to sell hardware to him after the colonial period, 
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to keep a constant supply of patent medicines, her sideline, as that of 
many a modern drug store, Vik . > 

While most of these shopkeepers conducted individual enterprises 
a few had partners, Mary Eddy and Son sold Irish linens145 white 
Elizabeth Bayntonli6 Joined her deceased husband's erstwhile partner in 
a great merchant partnership. 

Probably the most extensive merchandizing enterprise of all was 
that of Elizabeth Baynton, who with George Morgan, in 1775, opened a store 
where they sold liquors, bar lead, candles, groceries, gunpowder, playing 
cards, and other items, In addition to retailing they offered the more 
extensive service of providing all kinds of sea stores for masters of 
vessels and passengers, and furnishing merchants and others with large 
Quantities of wheat and wagon flour. By July they were advertising as 
Baynton and Morgan, U4? 
aera ee 
Uj, Journal, January 3, 1775, August 16, 1775, December 27, 17753 


Staatsbote, Auzust Ji, 1775, January 26, 1776. Her. ads in the 
Staatsbote were more anibitious than most others in the German papers, 


145. Packet, August 15, 1773 Chronicle, July 13, 17723 Bond Receipt Book, 

March 2) 1770, November 1], 1770. 

This apparently was the Mary Eddy who had the ironmongery store 
for this advertisement in the Packet and her advertisement in the 

ronicle give the address as Second Street between Market and Chestnut. 
Apparently Mrs, Eddy added dry goods to her ironmongery wares. 

Dr. Bond had two receipts Signed by each of two sons "for my mother, 
Mary Eddy", and "for Mary Eddy", 


U5. See page 28n, 


Ui7. Cazette, July 5, 1775; Journal, February 15, 1775; Packet, February 27, 
1775. The first notice listed the price of women's stuff shoes, and 
they alone of all the articles advertised. They were 5s6d and 8s a 
pair. Prices were mentioned but rarely by any advertiser, 

The Baynton name appeared twice in the Journal reference, The second 
notice was one for the sale of 30,000 acres of land belonging to the 
late partnership of Bayntony Wharton, and Morgan. This is the basis 
for presumption that Elizabeth Baynton, the widow, joined her husband's 
old partner, George Morgan, in a new partnership. 
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Since direct advertisements were not common until after the 
mid-century, and not universal even then, what caused the indirect 
references to, or. comment on, women Shopkeepers? Nine wamnen notified 
the public they had changed their address but gave no reason for the nove, 248 
Elizabeth Paschall, as early as 1746, announced she was rebuilding, but in 
the meantime would heve a temporary address where she would “continue to 
sell all sorts of merchant goods as usual", L9 She did not advertise 
againe However, she signed the Non Importation Agreement in 1765, so she 
kept shop at least nineteen years. Another, Content Nicholson, followed 
her removal notice with occasional advertisements from 1749 to 1759. She 
added to her original stock of pewter, dry goods, kettles, shoes, Bibles, 
and sundries hardware items such as locks, latches, coffin handles, hinges, 
brushes, springs, hammers, knives, and many other items, By 1763 she was 
urging her debtors to pay 29 When Rebecca Steel moved she not only 
announced she continued to sell dry goods and teas, but she also noted she 


LLL LOL LL LLL LL CLIO LLL LTC A OLLIE ee ee et i en ata aay 


148, Journal, May 15, 17h6; Gazette, May 15, 17h6, October 5, 17L9, 
November 17, 1752, January 22, 1761, December 23, 1762; Chronicle, 
April 18, 1768, October 21, 1771; Packet, Septesber 18, 17756 

Mary Leech continued to supply her customers with mourning 
apparel for funerals "as usual" and also with groceries and "sundry 
ready money articles", A note requested those indebted to the estate 
of John Leech to pay "to prevent trouble", Apparently she operated 
the shop prior to her husband's demise, 

Rachel Hillborn and Tacy Morris merely announced they sold an 
assortment of shop goods at their new locations. Elizabeth Corse 
sold china, dry goods, and other articles, while Rebecca Robinson 
Sold liquors, groceries, and l2np oil, Sarah Falconer moved to 
William Symonds! shop at his death. Here she sold a variety of 
"“nerchandize", Presunably she moved a growing business to a larger 
shope 


Ui9. Gazette, May 15, 17463 Journal, May 15, 1763 Non Importation 
Agreement, 1765, Apparently she continued her husband's businees 
for she requested his debtors and creditors to settle their accounts, 


150. Gazette, October 5, 17h9, October 255 1753, April 26, 1759, June 30, 
1763; Norris Papers, 1739-1770, Vol. 39: 189. 
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had many long standing debts due her which should be paid so that it 
would not be necessary to sue,lol Miscellaneous references to this 
woman testify that she was a woman of substante, A bill of 85.16.46 
to Catherine Moland for yard goods, sugar, chocolate, coffee, needles, 
pins, snuff, rice, and sheeting gives some evidence of the type shep she 
operated, a Shop typical of colonial shopkeepers, one offering a variety 
of dry goods and groceries, 152 

Similar to the removal notices were those ads which announced 
revirenent from the business world, Three women announced their retire- 
ment in the latter half of the centur,-,153 The most important of these, 


Magdalen Devine, a signer of the Non Importation Agreexent in 1765, was a 


een 

151, Gazette, October 9, 1766, Decenber 2, 17k2, October 5, 1749, Jenuary 
15, 1751, June 28, 1753, May 20, 1756, December 12, 276k, August h, 
1773. Several items regarding Rebecca Steel had enceared earlter 
but were meaningless until this removal notice, ks early as 1712 
Rebecca Steel was designated as one who could give inforuati 
regarding the sale of a Nezro, ter several properties were listed 
for sale and purchasers were told Rebecca Steel wee one ct those who 
could arrange a sale, In 1751 goods were stolen fraz several shop= 
keepers, including a Mrs, Steel, most likely Rebecca Steel, A real 
estate ad noted a man "at the house of Rebecca Steel" could negotiate, 
Henry Steel, "at Rebecca Steel's" sold the goods he nad imported, In 
176 a man moved his Shop to the house where Mrs, Zebecca Steel 
formerly dwelt, Finally, in 1773, a printer moved into the houge 
lately occupied by Rebecca Steel, 


1526 Logan Papers, Os 20, 3h, 2; Norris Papers, 17339-1770, Yol. 39: 135, 
Another unitemized bill, presumably the above, for the sane amount 
was sent to Catherine Holand January 27, 1763, with the request she 
paye Again on September 5, 1753, Rebecca Steel presented a partly 
itemized bill for 810.16.5. This latter bill was receipted by a pay- 
ment from John Dickinson, The difficulty in collecting this bill is 
illustrative of the omnipresent colonial money preodlen, 
Rebecca Steel purchased some of her goods from the liorris family, 


153. Gazette, February 18, 1768, November 17, 1768, Novenxber 2i, 1771. 
Mary Taggart sold her Shop goods, censisting of earthen, china, and 


glass ware, and other goods, when she went to Ireland, Zerhel 4cCulloch, 
"intending to decline business" contented herself with the mere comment 


that she would sell her goods, consisting of a variety too tedious to 
mention, 
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wuolesaler and retailer who advertised only when she intended "to 
decline the Retail business", She offered for cash or short credit a 
long list of items including dry goods such as hose, sheeting, ribbons, 
thread, buttons, combs, needles, and galoshes, snuff boxes, silver watches, 
candles, "and many other articles, too tedious to enumerate", As it WaS, 
‘she had a fifty-four line advertisement of approximately ten to twelve 
words to a linel A year later she advertised an auction until all her 
goods were sold, The following year she requested her debtors to pay, as 
She intended to embark for Europe, Still she was not finisheds she 
continued to advertise until 1775, stating all the time her determination 
te retire. Actually Mrs, Devine had been in business for over ten years 
before her first retirenent notice, 254 

Estate settlement notices pinpointed women shopkeepers most often, 
The increasing number of such items indicates there was a growing number 
of wanen who had built up creditable estates as shopkeepers, Many times 
a lone item requesting the deceased Shopkeeper's debtors and creditors 
to settle their accounts is the sole evidence of a wanan's economic 


activity. The terse statement has piqued curiosity but given little 


LE LC CLL A LS ESA eit tn nantes 


15h, Gazette, November 17, 1768, November 16, 1769, May 17, 1770, 
September 30, 1772, April 21, 1773, March 16, 17743; Packet, October 
5) 1772, April 17, 17753; Journal, November 16, 1769; Non Importation 
Agreement, 17653 Yond Receipt Book, July 18, 1766, December 30, 1768, 
Tre Bonds were customers of Mrs. Devine too, 
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formation, Twelve such notices appeared,!2° An additional comzent 
appeared for one of these women only, Elizgbeth Woodward's sizable 
outstanding debts led to an order to her debtors to pay or be sued. 
Then her ereditors were notified a "dividend" would be mace, and if any 
Claims were not in by the deadline it would "be concluded they give up 
their clains, 296 

For twelve additional women similer stark announcements gave no 

evidence of occupation, but supplementary notices such as the sale of 
their shop goods, identified their enterprise?! Sometimes the auction 


netice preceded the request for settlement. One of these women, Rebecca 





155. Gazette, January 10, 1740, Avgust 7, 1748, October 31, 1751, 
October 7, 1756, March 12, 1761, July 2, 1761, October 28, 1762, 
March 8, 1764, March 29, 1764, June 7, 176L, January 3, 17763 
Philadelphische Zeitung, August. 26, 17573 Journal, April 2, 1761, 
March &, l7ol3 Edward Carey Gardiner Collection, Misc. Box 5, 
Martha Peters vse John Eragg, 17633 Pond Receipt EBook, May 12, 1763. 

These were the notices of Charity Brown, Barbara Jones, Elizabeth 

Woodward, Sarah Erown, Juliana Schmidt, Isabella alias Elizabeth 
Stevens, Rebecca Cooper, Mary Adair, Dinah Dowers, Martha Peters, 
Mary Coatam, and Blanch Koberdes. One of these, Martha Peters, 
shortly before she finished her shcopkeeping career, wes involved in 
a dispute with a John Bragg. The Common Pleas Court of Philadelphia 
submitted the "matters in variance" to three men who were to audit, 
examine, and report to the prothonotery's office, The auditors 
found the sum of sixteen pounds Pennsylvania currency justly due 
fron John Bragg to Martha Peters on April 12, 1763. Another of these 
women, Dinah Dowers, receipted an account for over &7 for the Bonds, 


156, Gazette, October 31, 1751, April 9, 1752, May 21, 1752. 


157. Gazette, April 25, 1751, August 22, 1751, May 18, 1758, April 18, 1765, 
December 11, 1766, March 29, 176, February 11, 1765, January h, 1770, 
April 7, 17733 Bond Receipt Book, May 25, 1772. These included 
Henrietta Allaire, Alice Burn, Ann Dawson, Anne Dayy Rebecca Seaton, 
Rachel Canby, Ann Canby, Ann Gillingham, Mary Jacob, the deceased 
shopkeeper, and Mary Jacob, the deceased's executor and successor, 
Elizabeth Bunting, and Margaret Newman. Public aucticns were held 
for Henrietta Allaire, Alice Purn, and Ann Dawson, The Bonds were 
customers of Elizabeth Puntinge 
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Seaton, Was more successful than her erstwhile husband, for she devised 
the remainder of her effects towards the payment of her husband's 
dedts.258 ann Canby's death dissolved a shopkeeping partnership with 
her sister, Their remaining shop goods were sold at auction as well as 
their household and kitchen furniture, Apparently Rachel died soon after 
for in Feoruary 1765 those still indebted tc the estate of Rachel and 
Ann Canby, late shopkeepers, were notified they should pay or face legal 
action,299 

Another of these estate scttlements revealed the two women who took 
over the business as well as the deceased shopkeeper, Ann Gillingham 
and Mary Jacob, executrices of Mary Jacob, deceased shopkeeper noted the 
shopkeeping business would be contirued in the seme place, 260 

The executor's notice for Margaret Newman's estate brought to light 
# specialty shop, a mourning shop. John Newnan, the executor, announced 
he would sell out Margaret Newman's stock of "all sorts of mourning 
apparel, and sundry sorts of other goods",. Several similar notices 
appeared in both the Gazette and Mercury fran 1739 to 1742, Within these 
years John Newnan decided to carry on the thriving business esteblished by 
his mothere In 172, he added to the settlement notiae that he had for 
sale "all sorts of black stuffs of the best and suitable for mourning", 
Margaret had been a shopkeeper as early as 1729, for on September 12 of 
that year she receipted a bill to the estate of Richard Hill for four pairs 


LLL LLL LLL LLL LLL LLL LLL LLL LOA LCCC LL OCLC CN CLC LL tt NC ee eet tinct tana 


158, Gazette, December 11, 1766, February 6, 1766. Rebecca Seaton also 
Served aS a morticiane See Chapter IV, 


1592 Gazette, March 29, 1764, February 1;, 1765. Rachel Canby, an 
executrix, had signed the first notice but two men signed the second, 


1£0, Gazette, January h, 1770. 
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of mourning gloves at three shillings per pair, lol 


Frequently a widow informed the public she would continue the 
family business in the estate settlement notice of her husband. Four of 
those mentioned previously, Mary Grant, Mary Eddy, Margaret Duncan, and 
Cornelia Bradford, did this. However, subsequently they did advertise 
directly. Five widows did not bother to say they continued their 
deceased husband's business; they merely noted the articles they had 
for sale, 152 

At least two widows utilized such a notice to advertise their own 
enterprise. The widow of cartwright Jacob Miller offered an extensive 
list of shopgoods as a prelude to the reqvest to her deceased husband's 
debtors to pay. She sold not only the customary dry goods and miscellaneous 
items but many farm implements as well. Among those items not customarily 
sold by the shopkeepers were jacks, flints, sickles, scythes, cross-cut 


163 


Saws, Saw-mill blades, iron planers, and brass props for windmills, 





161, auades September 30, 1739, October 10, 1739, March 17, 17h1,23 
Mercury, pias 205 1739, February 25, 1703; Legan Papers, 
Vole L 18: 3 38; Norris Papers, 17351750, Vole 35: 126, Mrs, Newman 
bought Daas fron che Norris merchants.» 


162, Mercury, April 7, 21, 1737; Gazette, October 15, 17h1, March 26, 175k, 
June - 1755, March 17, 1757, October 28, 1772, February 2h, 17735: 
March 17, 17733 Journal, Cctober 31, 175k, November 7, 1754. One of 
the widows, Sarah Spofford, who intended to continue a grocery 
business, changed her mind within a week, She turned the vinegar 
selling business over to Rebecca Pratt, the innkeeper, at the Royal 
Standard, 

Widow Parker sold groceriesy Cornelia Bridges, a variety of 
» European and East India goodsy Eleanor Dextr, liquors, groceries, 
earthenware, dry goods, knives, and other items; Hannah Rollison, 
barreled cheese and Indian corns and Lydia Parker, a large and good 
assortment of merchandise, 


163. Pennsylvanische Berichte, April 16, 1755, The reference to windmills 
reveals the advancements in farming brought by the German immigrants 
and used by those around Germantown, where Widow Miller lived, 
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Jane Davis' modest enterprise was the selling of cloth trimnings, 
wholesale or retail, for cash or short credit, 154 

The Shoemaker fanily continued the family business at the death of 
Jacob Shoemaker. His executors, Elizabeth Shoemaker, Thomas and Jonathan, 
ordered his debtors to pay, and added that a large and general assort- 
ment of goods continued to be sold at his late dwelling, His wife 
either carried on the business to support herself and orphan children 
or was a silent partner while grown sons conducted the business, 65 

Three women utilized their husbands’ advertisements to comnent on 
personal ventures that supplemented the family income. One of the very 
earliest newspaper ads carried the note of Margaret Allen, the wife of 
a goldsmith, that she sold "best Virginia Tobacco, Cutt", Many decades 
later Elizabeth Reynolis added to the notice of her husband, a carver 
and gilder, the information that she had imported a neat assortment of 
linen drapery and millinery goods, Jedediah Snowien's removal notice 
carried the additional information that his wife Ann carried on the 
millinery business as usual and sold iaces i partari necklaces, and all 
kinds of dry goods, 156 

A lone notice appeared for a woman who managed her husband's shop 
when he went to Great Britain. The energetic Mary Blair ordered debtors 


to pay her within a few weeks or face legal actions The note to 








16h, Journal, January 19, 1758, 


165. Gazette, January 20, 1773, March 3, 1773. Family projects had been 
noted as early as the 17th century, for James Claypoole, one of the 
very early settlers, spoke of his wife and children managing the 


business with his direction, He also listened to and acted upon his 
wife's advice. See page hh, 


166, Mercury, June 9, 17203 Gazette, April 18, 1772; Journal, December 1, 
7730 See page 2, 
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this threatening announcement offered sundry sorts of European goods 
for ready money or the usual credit}157 She still had to give credit} 

Occasionally the enterprises of Philadelphia's colonial danes were 
mentioned casually and incidentally in ads not intended to proclaim 
Shopkeeping activities, Publicized misfortunes illuminated a few shopS.e 
One terse announcenent of 1748 revealed a servant had run away from 
"Elizabeth Weekes of this city, shopkeeper", 158 

Robbery was the misfortune that befell Abigail Pederow and Mary 
Smithe459 In 1751, the former's home was alee into; money and goods 
to the value of four or five hundred pounds were carried off, Specific 
items stolen included dry goods of various classifications, tea, and 
fifty pounds cash, The list of articles stolen resembled the lists of 
offerings of substantial merchants, Further misfortune dogged her steps, 
for in 1761 her creditors were requested to bring in their accounts to 
get a "dividend" of their debtsel70 Mary Smith was the victim of a 
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167. Gazette, March 17, 1712, 


ees ee 








168, Gazette, February 9, 177-8; Freeholders! Tax List, 1756. 


169. Gazette, Jamary 15, 1751, February 5, 1751, February 19, 1751. 
See pages 60 and 61, 

Mrs. Steel was robbed too, two days leter, She, Abigail Pederow, 
and several men were the victims of a ring composed of several 
couples, The leader of the ring testified he would sooner take 
Betty Robinson on a robbery than any two men "as she was (though an 
English-woman) a true Heart, and that she could get into a House, 
and go up or down 4 Chimney, as well as any Man in America", Valiant 
Elizabeth got the death sentence and was executed for her illegiti- 
mate occupation, a 





170. Gazette, January 15, 1751, January 15, 1751; Journal, January 15, 
1761; Freeholders! Tax List, 1756. The nane was spelled "Pedro" in 
the Journal and "Pedroe" in the Gazette in 1751. Abigail Pedro was 
named as a shopkeeper in the Tax List, Such variations in spelling 
were quite common, 
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hoax,?/2 

Another type of misfortune, hounding ty creditors, faceza a few 
unfortunate women, Some were not good managers, Two 2dditicnal 
shopkeepers were among those women requested to bring in their accounts 
for "dividends" cr payment by trustees 17/2 

Several miscellaneous items made very oblique references te women 
shopkeepers, One man announced he had imported and e-ld gocds at Mrs, 
Griffitts's storet73 one of Philadelphia's importer? merchants, John 
Mifflin, advertised the sale of foodstuffs "where fmm Combes lately 
dwelt cn Fishbourn's Wrart 7h An auction at the lete dwelling of 
Elizabeth Evans, et the Sign of the Crown, disposed nc* only of her shop 
goods but also of a tobacco engine, screw press, ard cther aaa. for 
carrying on the business of a tobacconist, a quantity cf tobacco, a 
Sieve maker's loom, and gears for weaving sieves and <ther items in hair, 
and a still and wom.l75 Ann Reardon, at the Sign cf the Scot, announced 
her home was very ccm:odious for a merchant or shopreerer when she cffered 
it for rent 1/6 Francis Wade announced that the peritcerchip between hin 


and his sister had expired and that he would contince the sare type of 





171. Gazette, October 21, 1762, A girl about twelve, pretending to be 
the messenger of a Philadelphia wanan had acpeered and requested 
shoes for her mistress to try one Four pairs bei been sent on 
approval, but the girl had neither returried rer teen found, Mary 
Smith offered a ten shilling reward and warned 2-2‘nst exissaries who 
hight try to impose again on the "credulous", 


1.72. Journal, January 20, 17573 Gazette, December 11, 17L0-1;1, January 15, 
17L0-[1, January 7, 1762, Octcber 5, 1769. Theze were Mary Tuckness 
and Rachel Harper, Elizabeth Cambs, who hed advertised miccellanecus 
goods for sale sixteen years earlier, also hed snis misfortune, 

1.736 Gazette, April 16, 177. 

17h. Ibide, September 20, 1750. Many businesses were cenducted on wharves, 

1756 Ibidey Noventher 1, 1753. Did she sell producer gocds? 


‘ 176, Ibid., September h, 1755, March 31, 17573 Frect.clders! Tax List, 1756. 
the tax rcils listed Ann Keardon as a shopkeepzres 
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69 
business, shopkeeping.t?? 

Most of the women operated individually, althougn there were a 
few partnerships. Partnerships were most apt to be family arrangements. 
| The greatest difficulty for the shopkeeper was the money problem,-/8 
Frequently shopkeepers claimed they sold for cash only but much more 
frequently for cash or short credit. A few threatened to sue for 
payment and a few were forced, vhemselves, to make "dividends" to their 
exreditors, Tne records of merchant houses show that frequently debts 
were paid by transferring records of indebtedness, The shopkeeper paid 
part of her debt to the merchant by giving him the note of the custoner 
indebted to her, 

Newspaper evidence of gainful employment was more positive for 
shopkeeping than for any other occupation, Over the years forty women 
advertised directly, Twenty-seven of these advertised after the mide 
century when direct advertising became comion, Fifty-four more 
shopkeepers were unearthed from indirect references to their economic 
activity. 

A painstaking analysis of the advertisements revealed why the 
wonen advertised, but not why they kept snop. The number of widows among 
the contributors indicates surely that the bereaved simply did the most 
obvious thing automatically or out of sheer necessity, Furthermore, the 
colonial penchant for family enterprise meant that to continue an 
enterprise did not entail a drastic change in a woman's activity, She 


merely continued what she had been doing but assumed the sole . 





177 Ibide, April 7, 17636 
178, See Chapter I, 
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responsibilitys+!? 

The fact that same women had shops apart from their husbands! 
business shows that there were other reasons for their economic activity. 
However, these, most likely, were motivated largely by a desire to 
Supplement fanily income, The single women, whether alone or in partner= 
ship, merely followed the lead of the great majority of women who found 
it necessary to support themselves, The important poirt is that they 


were accepted as businesswomen, 


er er 
179. Also, a number of the women mentioned only by Christian name or 
Mrs." were actually widows, 
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Chapter III 


vs 


THE KEEPER OF THE PUBLIC HOUSE 


Another group of women notable for their business vigor were the 
tevernkeepers, For a woman who wished to earn a livelihood or who was 
compelled by necessity to maintain herself and fanily, innkeeping was 
advantaceous. A hone, iniowieted of household skills, and ability to 
Manase were the requisites, Many women qualified, and from time to 
time engaged in innkeeping. They operated taverns as early as the 
late seventeenth century end by the 1760's and 1770's held approximately 
twenty per cent of the licenses, 180 

The general terms "tavern" and "inn" were used rather loosely to 
include four types of esteblishments: taverns, inns, ordinarjies, and 
coffee houses. While the tavern kept guests overnight it was primarily 
a drinking house where topers, revelers, quiet citizens, and men of family 
met to join their neighbors and discuss business or news over a ouiet 
glass and pipe. The inn, rural in origin, catered more to itinerants 
and these who wished to stay. The ordinary was an eating=hcuse, something 
between the restaurant and boarding house of modern times. The coffee 
house, which dispensed alcoholic drinks as well as coffee, was a tavern 
in aristocratic disguise,181 

Taverns were very important and thriving social institutions, the 
focus of colonial life, where townsmen fram all ranks of society and 

. 
180, See Appendix. 





181, Scharf, J. Thomas, and Westcott, Thompson, Histo 
IIs 981; Lathrop, Elise Le, Early American Inns end Tavern 
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all kinds of public groups met to eat, drink, hear and discuss ° 
commercial and political news, public end privete affairs, play 
shuffleboard or billiards, plan, and do business, Here property and 
goods were sold at auction, cargo was bargained for by merchants, 
contracts were made, servants disposed of, pecple hired, soldiers 
recrvited, public meetings held, cases heard and decided by the justices 
of the peace, courts entertained for dinner, and even sessions of the 
Comaon Council occasionally held, The Revolution itself wes cradled 
here, The coffee houses more or less absorbed business and commercial 
activities in the late colonial era, They became the most important 
centers for the congregating of chip captains and merchants to discuss 
comercial or political news »282 

Law required all inns to furnish good rooms and ample food for man 
and horse, Competition usually meant the hostelers provided good beds, 
food, and service,283 

Colorful signboards identified the taverns, Although taverns 
varied in size, usvally they were small, Since the mein emphasis was 
on the tavern as a social institution, the rore important part of the 
building was the public rooms, However, there were a few small rooms 
with white-washed walls, bere floors, plain curtains, and hard beds 
available for travellers; stables were provided for their horses, If 


the itinerants expected toe stay a long time, or found the inns too noisy, 





182. Scharf and Westcott, Philadelphia, It 107, IT: 981-982; Colonial 






and Delaware, 2623 Bridenbaugh, 
Carl, Cities in the wilderness, 107-113, 269; Bridenbaugh, Carl, 


Cities in Revolt, 157-16 ly 3506 


1834 Colonial Records, Is 166; Bridenbaugh, Wilderness, 115, 
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they lodged with private families and ate at the inns, Colonial 
tavernkeeners served abundant, simple, wholescne, and well-cocked food 
on tables covered with course, clean white cloths, Ccmnon fo-ds were 
roast beef, leg of mutton, ham and cabbage, and a fat fowl, accompanied 
by ale, port, Madeira, and Jamaica rum with hot water to top it off for 
the stcut drinkers 2&h | 

Descriptions of Elizabeth West's and Sarah Mackenet's taverns 
éppeared when they were listed for sale, The former, a licensed inn 
for forty years, was two stcries high, having twe rooms on a floor, a 
good kitchen adjoining, a log barn, stabling, and a good spring of water 
near the door, The latter, the Sadler's Arms, a large, "well-furnished" 
institution, had stabling for forty horses, a bearing orchard of one 
hundred trees of the best grafted fruit, and a let seventy nine feet front 
and six hundred and thirty six feet deep 285 

The coffee hcuse, to which prominert citizens ordinarily went at 
set hours to sip ccffee or drink liquor, as well as ccnduct business, 
had small booths wiere transactions were made, Gradually it became 
custumary to find scone businessmen in certain stalls, Strangers also 
came to do business.25 Auctions were held outsides 

The general parade was outside the house under a 

shed of but comnon ccnstruction, extending from the house 

to the gutter-way 2. It was to this as the most public 

place, they brcusht all vendues of horses, carriages, and 


groceries "etz.", and above all, here Disseigta 4 \ pec once 
sold negro meny women and children as slaves,187 


LLL LLL LLL CLLLLLLLLLLL LLL LLL LLL CT I OCC ttt te, 
18h, Scharf and Westcott, Philadelphia, II: 960=9f1; Lathrop, Inns, 168, 
165. The Pennsylvania Gazette, August 2h, 177k, March 15, 1775. 

186, Lathrep, Inns, 168169, 


187, Watson, John Fey Annals of Philadelphia, and Pennsylvariiay sees 
I: 393=*39he 
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Taverns were encompassed in Penn's early plans. He, and the 
authorities after him regarded the tavern as a public institution that 
Should provide service and be regulated by Fe to prevent abuses, He 
believed God had a place in the taverns of the day and told the magis-~ 
trates to continue the licenses of such drinking houses as "are most 
tender of Gods glory and ye reputation of the governnent™, 168 When 
Penn arrived, he took his first meal at the Elue Auchor, the cldest, and 
av that time, still unfinished, inn, In 1683 he told a correspondent 
there were in the village seven ordinaries for entertaining strengers and 
worknen where a good meal could be had for six pencee Since tLavernkeeping 
was a paying business, large numbers were licensed and numerous illegal 
"eroggeries" sprang up in the next few years to care for the growing 
population and the influx of strangers who needed focd and lodging. In 
1698, in response to a petition for a reduction of the number of ordinaries, 
the authorities claimed the undesirable increase of public houses was due 
to Philadelphia's prefitable trade, whereby she became "the rode, where 
Sailors and others doe frequentlie pass and reheat between Virginia and 
New England", 189 

Laws to regulate these inns were passed from time to time, After 
March 1699 Justices of the Peace were to nominate to the governor for 
licenses only those who they felt "assured will keep good order and 
discourage vice".290 4 strict law was promulgated in 1700 requiring 


LLL LLL LOC ALCL CCC ESE nee 


188, Bronner, Edwin, "Pennsylvania: 1681-1701, Utepian Feilure, 
Practical Success", (Unpublished doctoral dissertation, University 
of Pennsylvaniay 1952), 9h. 





189, Proud, Robert, The History of Pennsylvania in North America ees 
Ts 4183 Colonial Records, It: 527, 530, 5313 Sridenbaugh, 


Wilderness, 15, 260-2716 


190. Colonial Records, I: 5303 Proud, Pennsylvania, I: 19. 





















Soom omen oe nan me 
_ gee aah a, cgi: GUE hace tae pomiseent adh edekane : 
nak IE secaserivan ett to mates of tna ks abel Ys o°3 

bn cli saasaracaipent pase - 


siobsequstehe o hicd af CLA ot get qiedilaitten, Cites oat? dat a 
an eitagnstte patnlavisicn 22 cefesattep. coeee. elite vit oh ome rots” | 


sad sok tad'ed taia tanta 2 ete so 


ti Sic 28065 
bio il tects Ss oe sywrsttl stew evetmet ogtss ,2eenlapd weheqs. = 
filets wit 42 suse of etsey wel cxen ott ae Ge SMT seetregaen? 
al agate! fu. foss Suton: ote wiagaasde Yo ze %s! on; Dew roptalageg . 


se ieartGs6 to tetas at? So molisocet s =<ot mobdateg « of eenogeet a let 


‘fon *setrur Mt Bentels eelsisedites eat 


oct “tx 40008 mabe. Fe, se yeni 2.23 
 Yteente gabe efdestie3g af aldetetint et 0d : 


siSineuzevt eth_2Epsep tae amtion 


* 


View _ or sat* aecad °" 


Sas atalgell seceded tamgrt Sas 2284 


~eith verde od act pak fects: stow pu tee? otai-yes od exal 
23 Teevsg “eof etattan of cum, aa 8 mit Me bis: 7 


- 
An 


licenses for keeping public hcuses, It set up regulations for 

eadice ons order in "his, her, or their houses" and provided heavy 

fines for disorderly conduct and the illegal sale of liqucr, This law was 
not accepted by the queen until 1710,171 

In 1701 the authorities set the license fees which cortinueé through- 
cut the pericd, A license to sell wine and other liquors cost three 
pounds; one to sell all liquors except wine, forty shillings, The 
secretary was to have a fee of six pence for drawing the license, In 
1719 the fee for a license to retail liquor was set at twenty 
chillings.192 ‘ 

From the earliest days all types of public hcuses sprang up to 
cater to the tastes, purse, and morals of the patror, ineluding the 
centers of disorder and vice which created one of the tom's serious 
social problems, Some taverns were not well managed and becane places 
of illerepute where vice, idleness, and disorderly conduct brought 
Opprobrium end disturbed the authorities, Keepers of the illicit inns 
were haled before the magistrates for punishment. As early as 1690 
the problen of the disorderly grogshops led to a public scardal, In 
1695 a petition to the Assembly complained of unqualified persons 
keeping houses that tended to corrupt and debauch youth, Penn heard of 
the bad conditions and forbade granting licenses to those who were not 
of “civil Conversacon" and required grantees to give "securitie to keep 


Civil houses",293 





‘191. Mitche2l, James and Flanders, Henry (edse), 


The Statutes at Large 
of Perr.sylvania from 168216801, IIs 9h, 






192, Statutes, II: 358, III: 230-231, Since coffee houses sold wine and 
other liquors they paid the b3.6,0 fee, 


1936 Colonial Records, Is 1663 Bridenbaugh, Wilderness, 113-115, 
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After 1700, as the population increased, prospects of prefit led 
to many petitions for licenses. In 1703-l alone, the ferpcration 
received fifteen petitions, Alscy men and women ccntinued to operate 
taverns without license, a common and disturbing occurrence to the 
Quaker colonists. However, the Common Council ectually remitted more 
fines to the viclators then it collected, returning, from 1716<20, fines 
to five wonen ani eleven men who had been penalized for illegal operation. 
Competition fran the illega? grogzeries led respectable innkeepers to 
petition the Assembly successfully, in 1720, for their suppression after 
"setting forth the Miechiefs that happen from many Dram-Shops and 
Tippling-houses", 174 

Commercial expansion and population growth encouraged further 
multiplication of taverns in the newspaper era. Many inne popular 
during the rest cf the colonial period were established before 1750, 
Anong the outstandins inns were Elizabeth Walton's Mariner's Compass 
and Four Horseshoes, “Widow Brientnall's Nen and Chickens, Margaret 
ingvan's West India Coffee House, and Barbcra Lewis! Crooked Billet,279 
These institutions continued to be important as they developed into the 
great mercantile ani social centers for the niddle and lower classes, 
Not only were they famous for catering to fashionable private entertain- 
ments and business ransactions but also for aiding colonial recreation 
by providing billiards and shuffleboard and holding itinerant shows 


and exhibitions, wnich were beginning to attract the colonists, Social 





19h. Bridenbauzh, Wilderness, 265-259. 


195. Watson, Annals, IIIs 37-348, 
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clubs of all types began to organize and met in designated taverns. 
Food, drink, concern for patrons’ convenience, and reliability of 
service improved, while the liquor problem inereased, 176 The news» 
papers regularly contained notices of business transactions such as 
auctions or arrangements for freight or passage, conducted in Philae 
delphia taverns, Many a prospective business or professional man 
advertised that he "could be spoke with" at some popular hostelry,. 
Such matters far removed from tavernkeeping often gave a clue to an 
otherwise unknown tavernkeeper, male or fanale, 

Numerous groggeries and small inns continued to serve their local 
neighborhoods and those who came to town on market days. Many taverns 
existed for the sole puvpose of retailing, especially in the sparsely 
populated sections, Over thirty retail centers were licensed between 
1738 and 172, The everesresent “low Tippling House" throve in the 
poorer districts as was evidenced by the presentments of the grand 
juries for disorderly conduct in such places, 197 

The Assembly, in 1721, tightened the regulations for issuing 
licenses, ordered innkeepers to post a bond of one hundred pounds, 
prohibited credit sales over ten shillings, and forbade sale to minors, 
servants, slaves, or Indians, fter 1730 the Justices made a serious 
drive against illicit houses; they also provided careful regulation of 
price and quality of Liquor, However, complaints continued. In 1750 


complaints against Hell Town led the Assembly to inspect the laws; they 





196. Bridenbaugh, Wilderness, h26=),303 Bridenbaugh, Revolt, 156-152, 





197¢ Philadelphia City, Court Papers, 1597*1732, 1732=17hhy 17-1790; 
Colonial Records, IVs 863; Bridenbaugh, Wilderness, 130-31, 
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concluded the laws covered all exigencies, but the Goverror ought net 
to license so many houses, and none without,prior consultation with 
the justices who reconnended then,+78 

Increasincly after 1750 Philadelphians tended to congregate at 
favorite inns where they knew they would meet their friends and men of 
Similar interests, Many social clubs developed fran these weekly meetings 
for food, drink, recreation, and discussion, Some fifty "set" clubs were 
functioning in the latter years of the colonial era, Anong these were 
convivial, benevolent, social, political, and dining clubs, of which Peg 
Mullen's Beefsteak House was very prominent.299 

The number of licensed taverns increased steadily, There were still 
inns to suit every taste and income, from the river front groggeries to 
the clegant urban and suburban taverns which were replicas of London's 
best. The latter catered to the socially elite and prided themselves on 
the quality and variety of their food and wine, Middle class houses such 
as the Conestoga Wagen, which catered to Germans, drovers, and wegoners, 
predaninated. Coffee houses continued to serve as clearing houses for 
auctions, news, and public affairs, 

Court records, petitions for licenses, the licenses themselves, and 
the ledgers cf colonial merchants supplemented the newspaper record of 
taveinkeepers, Occasionally a receipt or diary entry mer.ticned an 
innkeeper. 


Women kept taverns from the earliest years, On November 16, 1685, 








198, Statutes, IIIs 28, 2913 Colonial Records, IJI: 533 Bridenbaugh, 


Wilderness, 431-32; 3ridenbauglt, Revolt, 160-161, 
199, Bridenbaugh, Carl, Rebels and Gentlemen, 21-23, 
200, Pridenbaugh, Rebcls, 218223 Bridenbaugh, Revolt, 157-1593; Watson, 


Annals, I: 393-29), There wore encugh affluent citizens to patronize 
and encourage the establishment of plush suburban inns, . 
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Mary Lichfield and Alice Cucsi gave security of 20 pounds each for 
keeping good order in their ordinaries, Mary LichZield's license had 
= 

been renewed the day before for four months only; the extensicn was 
allewed to give her time t¢ collect her debts and find sce cther way 
of making her living,202 

Women who violated or evaded the law, or who were poor disciplinarians, 
were mentioned in the early court records. In 1695, Widow Cox was 
presented to court for keeping a disorderly house, At the sane time a 
man was presented for abusing the watvh at her house. When Widow Cox 
admitted she coule not rule the pecple in her house, the court suppressed 
her licence and ordered her not to keep an ordinary for several months, 
Yore serious was the offense of Jane Dryden, who was accused of selling 
strong liquoz, keeping 2 diserderly house, and debauching youth, Three 
other women, elong with a number of men, were presented ty the grand jury 
for keeping an ordinary and selling strong liquors without license, Just 
one of these was ordered tc sell no more strong drink without licenses*°? 

Court indictments prior to the newspaper era 2ll too often included 
items such as, "Ann Jones without recomuendetion sold punch Eeer Rum and 
other Strong Liquors", For this offense Ann Jones was fined five pounds,°°3 


Time and the growth of the city failed to eliminate the bad tavern, 





201. Colcnial Records, I: 166167, 


202. Philadelphia County Court of Quarter Sessicns and Common Pleas, 1695; 
Colenial Records, I: 1663 Myers, Narratives, 2623 Watson, Annals, 
1: 4633 Scharf end Westcott, Philadelphia, IIs 981-9823 Bridenbaugh, 
Wilderness, 107-113; Lathrop, Inns, l/le 
A disorderly house was one where customers conducted themselves in 
a disorderly manner, It should not be confused with a bawdy house, 
Vanna Cooding Widow Johnscny and Widow Ashly were the three 
unlicensed innkeepers. ‘Widow Johnson was the one crdered to sell no 
more strong drink without license, 


203. Court Papers, 1715-1790, Indictments, City of Philadelphia. 
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or contimally receiving, entertaining, and Supperting "Whores, 
Yagabonds, and.divers Idle Men of. a suspected bad conversation and 
continually did keep bad order and Government"; in 1760 she kect a 
ciscrierly horse. The illigal tevernkeepers were not always widows, but 
wonen who Supsleuented the faaily inecme by their illicit ast lvities.s 
-bree of thee were specifically identified as the wives of citizens, 
siile one only was designated a widow 20% 


a renewal of their licenses, Three reccived them, tut one was refused 


noted they were in etratchtened clreustances cr could not support ithetr 
feriiies cn their incomes and for this reason wanted to cperate a teverns 
For some of the population, tavernkeeping was the resort of the aged, 
infim, and unfortunate. However, this was not always the case, 
Elizabeth Mcss merely stated she was conveniently situated when she 


‘asked for a license, Women did not mention their marital status unless 











20, Court Papers, 1715— ge ae sments, City of Fhiladelphia, Ju 
1720, Oatober 305..17365. October 30, 1738, agers 1, 1739, 223y 
January » 17; ots “3S, L7h1, June 29, 71, Janaazy, 17 
mOULGLLONSy Nie ae Gannah Dyer, Sarah Willard, Alice Dodd, Cath 
Hellen, Abigail Petrean, Mary Richie, Widow Dekhins, and Eltzabeth 


a 
Mullan Bold liquor without license; Dsrothey “rvee, Jac Welsh, 
Mary Chambers, and Lleanor Drew had diserderly houses; Susa:na 


Collins hed a bawdy house, 
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it had some relation to their financial problem,205 

The business ledgers of eclenial merchants recorded evstomers who 
bought liquors, Elizateth Walton, the well-knowm innkeeper, and Mary 
Roberts, the noted coffeehouse operator, bought liquors from C, and &, 
Norriss In all probasility the other fifteen wonen who bought wines 
from these merchants were innkcep rs.206 

The newspapers noted approximately fifty innkeepers in the whole 
colonial period, However, court references and petitions indicated 
there were many more women innkeepers than ever got their names into 


the papers. In addition, the Frecholders' Tax List of 1756 listed nine 
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205. Pennsylvania Historical Society iiscellaneous Collection, Petitions, - 
Philadelphia, Sereral, 1692-1691, undated, Box lA, Petitions for 
Tavern Licenses ‘n Philadelphia, 17263 Court Papers, Comnon Pleas, 
1732"17L4, City of Philadelphia. Mary Nartin, Susanna Parkham, and 
Elizabeth Sutton received licenses in 1728, but Margaret White was 
refused. Among the distressed petitioners were Elizabcth Newberry, 
whe requested 2 renewal in 1736 after several vears as a public 
house keeper because she had a great fanily to maintain, Isabella 
Neal, whose husband had absconded and left her witha fanily to 
support, Sarah Howard, an ancient inhabitant well-stricken in years, 
who by age and other infirmities was incapable of supporting herself 
and fanily, Anne Top, with five children tc support, who resided at 
the house of Rebecca Kingderd, her mother, who did have a recommendae 
tion for several years, Mary Hendley, who was conveniently situated 
and had no other way to get her livelihood thar by her. own industry, 
Mary Coleut, wicse husband had died and left her with three 
children, Mary Keys, wio was a widow with three children to support, 
and Zlizabeth Spavin, who had an old "decropid" mother to support. 

In 1741, Alice Dodd not only comuented that she had no support 

from her husband for the maintenance of herself and her children, 

but added that she had been oblirce hitherto to maintain them by her 
own industry but was not able to support her family "thereby" any 
longer when she petitioned to keep a public house. How was she 
employed before she resorted to tavernkeeping? Was her current 

means of support inadequate or was it too difficult for her physically? 


206. Norris Papers, 1709-1710, 105, 17, 172h-1731, 28, Wl, 10h, 149, 153, 
190, 219, 1735#1750, 855 125, 127, 130, 1739-1770, 225 48, LiQe 
There were about fifteen women who bought large quantities of 
wines from them, ' 
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tavernkeepers, four of whom held licenses after 1762.2°7 he 1758 list 
of lardlords whe quartered Pritich officers included eight wonen. Mrs. 
Jonesy at the Three Crowns, was the well-known owner of the Coffee 
Rowse of that name, Most likely seme cf the others were innkeepers 
too,20k The ledgers of tavern licenses issued from 1762 to 1776 
dccunented, further, women tavernkeepers. From July 1762 to July 1776 
women held approxinately eightcen to twenty-two per cent of the licenses 
isoued,¢OF 
Innkeepers advertised for the sane general recsons 25 the chopkeepers. 
Direct advertisenent was very rare, indirect comment uStcemary, While 
most of the important shopkeepers advertised directly to notify the 
public of the wares they stocked, eventually, the same is not true of 
tavernkeepers. Some of the most important were referred to tn indirect 
advertisements only, or not at all, Since many business transactions 
were made at inns, they or their owners were referred to frequently. 
Often it was not until a number of refercnces were clinared by an announce-= 
ment of the sale of the property that incontrovertible procf of cwnership 
was established. The actual ownership and operation of the inns were 
so much a matter of camnon knowledge to the eighteenth century reader 
that the innkeeper was not designated Myavernkeeper", An auction 
AAC CC LA SC A a sense sncenoeenesineschseaned 
207. Freeholders! Tax List, 17563 Secretary's Office, ledger A and 
ledger B, Licenses for Marriages, Taverns, Pedlars, This tax list 
noted the cecupations of come, out not all, of the frecholders, 
Tne frecholders who later were licensed were Elizeheth Collins, 
licensed until 176h, Susannah Hurditch, licensed until 1775, Sarah 
Wilkinson, licensed until 1767, and Mary Aris, licensed until 1769, 
Penelope Hayly (Haley) was listed without occupation, tut she held 
a license until 1769, Thus, each of these operated a trvern at 
least six years more than the available licences indicated, 


208. Pennsylvania Archives, Ist series, 3: 5596 


2094 Tavern Licenses, A and B, See Appendix for analysis, 
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at 's hcuce usually meant at her tavern, 








Just one waren proclaimed directly her continuance of her husband's 
business, and then even she added a postscript that turned the 
advertisemer: into an estate cettlerent notice, In 1772 Kary Yeates 
"takes this (unusual) method of informing the public that she ecerries 
on the business of Tavern-keeping, in the house where ee late husband 
formerly lived, 2% the Sign of the Fountain and Three Tons", Mary 
Yeates took ut licenses on April 5, 1771 and again on August 10, 1771. 
The latter license would have becn effective until the cwmer of 1772229 
Change <f location induced two women to advertise. In 1738 
Elizabeth Welton, ower of one of the outstarding inns of the early 
etghtcenth centu ury,2tt notified the public she hed "removed to her former 
house at the Sign of the Mariners Compass and Pour Horse Snoes where 
there is very good Entertainnent for Man and Horse", From time to time 
she bought casks of wine from C. and S, Norris.212 In 1762 Sarah 
Rannald (Rermolds by the licenses), at the Sign of the Siege of Louisbourg, 
proclaimed her removal to Society Hill, "where she has a very catiodious 
Rouse, fit to entertain a large company of Centlesen; likewise a very 
good Billteri Table", The latter notation reflected the change in 


recreational habits fron the early days, when diverstons were frowned 











210, Gazetie, April 25, 1771, May 320, 17713 Tavern Ticenses, Ledger B, 
OC, Cle 


211, Watson, Annals, IIIs 315, 


212. The Liertear, Weeki Mercury, March 23, 17383 Norris Papers, 173% 
177°, de Since ali innkeepers sold hard liquor, but only those 
paying the nighess license fees were perms ted to serve winey by 
provicin wine she afforded the ultimate in accomodations for her 
custoacerss. 
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upon. Furthermore, the ssecific attention called to this special 


+ 


attraction indicated the hestess wanted to be sure prospective patrons 
reclized the unique service she could provide, Sarah Reynolds held a 
license, renewed year after year, from August 9, 1752 to February 7, 
1775.74 

tirenent notices alone revealed three innkeepers, Ann Jones, 2 
Widow Jones, and Parbara Lewis, In 1723, Ann Jones, at the Plume of 


Feathers, requested her debtors and creditors to settle their accounts, 
She also tried to dispose of her house and all sorts of household goods 
Since she wished to go to England. She had a hard time settling her 
affairs, for she advertised nore than a year later that she wanted to 

h . sseanho rn od +n FF 21, 
rent her house and sell household goods as she was goine to England. 
The relict of Necse Jones, in a legal notice to debtors to pay their 

S shat Weft of SER 8 
debts, added that she had "left off keeping Publick House", Barbara 
lewis, at the Crocked 3illet, another of the leading early eighteenth 
century inns, testified she intended to "leave off" the business of 
tavernkeening and desired all creditors to bring in their accounts for 
payment. At the same time she offered to rent a large room suitable 
for a store as well as good lodgings, and announced she would continue 
to sell liquor by the gallon or quart, Barbara lewis turned from 


; 2 
tavernkeeping to operating a rooming house and retailing liquor, 16 





213. Sazette, Septenber 23, 17623 Tavern Licenses, Ledger A, hO, 3, 85. 





21h. Mercury, July 4h, 1723, September 3, 1724¢ Ann Jenes did not note 
her occupation, but the name of her house, The Plune of Feathers, 
the notification to debtors and creditors, and the disposition of 
household goods made her business undoubtedly innkeeping. 


215. Thide, August 21, 17356 


216, Ibid., October 1, 1741. Parsara Lewist several occupations illus- 
trave the difficulties in classifying these womene 
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Mary Williams also requested her debtors to pay as she was "determined 
to relinquish her present Business", However, this was not the sole 
netice about hers a couple auctions had been held at Mrs, Willians' inn, 
Mary Williiaas was recomended for a license to operate an inn August 10, 
1768, paid for it Janusry h, 1769, and purchased her last license August 
9, 170,227 

One lone tavernkeeper was revealed by an advertisement of the 
sevtlement of her estate. In the spring of 1776 all indedted to 
"Margaret Sims, late of this city, innholder, deceased" were requested to 
make speedy payment and creditors to bring in their denands for settlee 
ment, 18 

One woman left her tavern to her son, Mrs, Dexter's innkeeping was 
revealed only when her son requested her former custeners to patronize 
hin at his new tavern, "where he carries on the Business his Mother 
formerly dian, 22? 

Two tevernkeepers utilized estate settlement notices to announce 
their continuance of the family enterprise. Undoubtedly these women had 
aided their men-folk in the multitudinous duties connected with managing 
and operating a public house and merely continued duties already faniliar, 
but without the aid, comfort, and encouragement of the erstwhile partner, 
ifartha Dunning inherited her brother's taverns: the George Inn; Susannah 
Kryder (Kreider, Cryder, Krider), one of the most frequently mentioned 
hostelers, carried on her husband's inn, Mrs. Kryder herself advertised, 

! 
217. Gazette, February Uj, 1771, June 15, 17693 Tavern Licenses, 3, 3, 53. 
218, ledger, May 18, 1776; Tavern Licenses, A, 12, 2, 532 There is no 

Margaret Sims in the licenses, A Mary (which may have been a slip of 

the pen for the abbreviation Marz., for Margaret, comuconly used in 


licenses) Simus of Southwark paid 1.6.0 August 15, 1768 fer last 
license was issued August 10, 1770. 


219, Gazette, April 19, 1759, 
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subsequently, a theft and the loss of a cow, played host for several 
auctions, and received goods for bleaching for a customer, She catered 
> 

especially to the servant trade. In 177k, the Pennsylvania Messenger 
advertised, "Germans - We are now offering fifty Cermans just arrived sees 
to be seen ab the Golden Swan, kept by the Widow Kreider", Next year 
Mrs, Kryder offered a reward for a runaway servant man and wife, and twice 
dealers advertised that servants were available at the Widow Kryder's, 
Susannah Kryder paid 3.6.0 for a tavern license April h, 177h, and was 
Still operating when the records for the colonial period cease, her last 
license having been purchased August 23, 17756°°° 

Sale or rent notices revealed nine innkeepers, Many of these operated 
well-known hostelries and had been mentioned previously in connection with 
miscellaneous items such ac auctions or straying animals, Three of 
these sold their inns in the fifties, Among the accoutrements scld with 
the inns were billiard tables and shuffleboards, testimony of the 
advencineg recreational habits and interests of the colonists who had 
gathered there for diversion and recreation, ‘The house the Widow Israel 
now lives in", mentioned previously as the site of aucticns, had been used 
as a tavern for thirteen or fourteen years, If Mary Israel, who received 
a tavern license Jaly hy, 1763, was the same woman, Widow Israel had not found 
a customer but had continued tavernkeeping for many more years, However, 


the license for 1763 was Mary Israel's only license, Rebecca Iayd offered 








220, Mercury, February 21, 17303 Gazette, February 21, 1738, February 15, 
1739, llovember 3, 1773, August.9, 1775, liay.10, 1775; acket, April h, 
1774, August 7, 1775, May 22, 17753 Pensylvanische Stantcbote, August 
15, 1774, March 21, 17753 Journal, Aucust 9, 1775, Aususs 2, 17753 
Pennsylvania Eveninz Fest, May 18, 1775, June 22, 17753; Tavern Licenses, 
By 79, 241g Nerricky Cheesman Aey White Servitude in Pennsylvania, 27h, 


ae 








221, Widow Vood, Widow Israel, and Rebecca Iayd, Since the inn of Widow Bood 
part of the estate of John Bood, had been taken at the suit of Mary 
Andrews and others, perhaps either John or his widow had not been too 
successful, 
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to sell a plantation of one hundred acres where an inn had been kept fer 


eighteen years, The prceperty included a stone house, oven, kitchen, 


> 


other buildings, orchard with one hundred and fifty apple trees, and 
sufficient water and wood, °22 


A frequently mentioned innkeeper, Mrs. Cumsins, advertised in 1771 


wy ~ va 


that the popular tavern at the Falls of Schuylkill, "where Mrs, Cummins 


now lives" was to be "lettts 


The situaticn is cne of the most nlezsant in the 
neighbourhood of Philadelphia, and being only five miles 
distant, end a good road, it hes lone been noted for a 
recort of the best conpeny when the weather would permit. 
Has the advantace of a cshad-fishery at the door with plenty 
other Schuylkill fish in their season, Any person who will 
keep a genteel and orderly hovsey may be sure of meeting 
with sufficient encouragement in this place, and none else 
need apply,223 


Three other innkeepers offered to sell their inns in 177). These 








2225 Cazette, February 27, 1750, November , 1756, January 20, 17573 
Pensylvanische Berichte, March 2, 17593 Tavern Licenses, A, h2. 





2234 Journzl, April 25, 1765, March 28, 1771; Gozette, July 25, 1765, 
Septenber 78, 1769, January 3, 1771, Merch 25, 1771; Tavern Licenses, 
A, lil, 113, By 51; Jackson, Joseph, Encyclopedia of Philatclphte, IVs 
1237#1238, These references caused confusion, One reference noted a 
Stray herse at the house cf Susannah "Cuming", and another the sale 
of a tract of land at the Widow "Cummings" in Frankfcrd at the Sign of 
St. George and the Dragone In 1769 a sketch of an available plantation 
was posted at Widow "Cwnmings'" inn == the other draught was at the 
Widow Mackinet's, Just before the rental notice a tract of land was 
Sold at Widow "Cumings'" house at Schuylkill Falls, Susannch "Cumnins" 
of Northern Iiberties paid 1.16.0 for a license, Septenber 3, 1762, 
and continued purchasing licenses until June 5, 1770, Was Susannah 
Cumnins Widow Cummins? Had she moved fran Frankford? Jackson defined 
the Northern Liberties as the land north and east of the city and as 
far west as the Schuylicill. Consequently, both addresses would be in 
the Northern Liberties; beyond that the tavern licenses do not goo 

From 1771-1775 no women were listed in the tavern licenses for 


Frankford, Rebecca McVeaghy pe 89, was listed as being of Oxford 
during this period. 
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included Widow Malaby's Ship Hero, Elizabeth West's Rising Sun 
Tavern, and Ann Striker's Old Rising Sun Tavern. Each of these 


> 


dinkeepers was licensed and had been nent’ oned previcusly in advertise= 


mer.t3 concerning sundry matterse” 22h 
In 1775, a famous Germantcen inn, the Sadler's Arms, the property 

f Sarah Mackenet (Mackinet, Mackinett, M'Kinnotts) from 1762 or earlier 
to 1775 was offered for sales°*? Mrco, “ackenet also offered an adjoining 
lot of forty acres of cleared land, timber, meadow, and orchard, as well 
as a teneacre lot elsewhere, As ecrly as 1763 Sarah Mackeret had 
announced she had sect up a convenient stage wason thet was properly 
accomnodated for any journey either to New York or any other place of 
Similar distance, This prosperous innkeeper was alco an azgressive 
business woman, alert to the cpportunities created by the expanding 
econesy., One unfortun:te patron lost a watch at "Widow M'Kinnetts", 
snother left the sketch of the plar.tetion he wished to sell there, and 
several auctions were held there over the years. Serah Mackenet paid 


2065.0 for the license for this tavern from Septenter 3, 1762 to August 13, 








22h. Gazette, October 21, 17565 May 5, 1768, August 18, 1766, Septerber 21, 
L769, October 26, 1769, Jure 20, 17 TL5 Ha oh, 177k, July 19, 177k, 
November 1, 1770, June 205 7 1, November sea July 19, Hehe 
Chronicle, December 21, 17673 Tavern Li: nope A, 40, 120, 13h, 

By 10, CO, 82, : 

Christiana Halaby purchased her first license August 10, 1767 for 
1.15.0 and continued until Aucust 17733 she invested 2.6.0 August 29, 
177k when she reccived her last licensee 

Elizabeth West | invested 1.16.0 yearly for a license from August 27, 
1.762 to August 25) 1773. Her inn was described on page 36 

Ann Striker of the Northern Liberties paid 1.16.0 for a tavern 
license July 15, 17653 her last license was issued Ausuvst &, 177h. 
Widow Striker's inn had been neted when horses were stolen from or 
strayed to her inn. After her death the inn, utensils, furniture, 
hay, animals, and other items were scld at auction, 


225~ Gazette, March 15, 1775, See page 7B for description of the inne 
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1770, No licenses were issued to her after 1770.22 

In 177) Widow M'Veagh offered to rent the wellelmeun tavern, 
"called The Old Inn, in Frankford". Yaricus business transactions, 
‘including the return of a stray celdinz, several sheriff's sales, and 


Prrrs 


conducted ror 


“ere 


ss 


1763 te 177k 


ent» 


anyone who conlid prove ownership to ar 


4t had been left at her inn by 


and pay charges for it, mizht 


for the “rSe V.'VYeash purchas 


August 12, 


Many innkeeners wore mentioned tx-2o 


Brientnall, the owner of the fancus Hen 


once whe 


Once : 


have it 4- 
edi a 


1763 and contimed to procure 


™ an auction was held at her irx, 


y had been 


—e 
~~ =~ @ 


M'Veash advertised that 


» presunably stclen 


2 man since convicted of theft, 


. 
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> 


-- otherwise it would be sold 
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%lagoncpac 
~betliseCs 
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wee 


Vay 


228 


ickens, was nenvicned 


Nine other wenen were identified 





226, Cazette, May 26, heoe Januar *y 22, LIET, May 9, 27 i ge 15, 1768, 
May ie hes 1759, Pus IST 1759 Sep*easer oes 1749, pas OE 9, 1772; 
uly 16, 1772, pews ae 1733, Maren 15, iit; pean Avril 10, 
17753 Journal, Sept encer 175 17973 saver NSESy Ay By She 
The rs Plate te of § Sarah Mackenes 's inn was sini oy advertisers 
rete) used t he address "hill above vee, mackenet!c ", or "next door to 
Widew Mackenet", to identify propert; listed for sale, felt Mackenet 
also provided a staze coach service, wiich she advertised in 1763. 


January 20, 1753s 
275 1773, May 


ai 


18, L77hs fT 


228, See page 75. 
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January 27, 1773, 
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90 
only when vendues were held at thei r ™ouses™,¢ 7 
“at 


Hargaret Soncidsen's inn “mown by the Sign of Admiral Yepple" 


> 
-< g aff ” ~~ a ‘ aa PY fr oF te ied 
was the cite of several property sales in the 176C's. In 1775 Marscret 
tl + * ~ egy ee * Qs we + a vv s 
Hanson, the owner of the tavern at the Sign of the Admiral Yepple, 
a _ - “ur “ r ne meintwe- ot 
generally known as Southwark Tavem, proclained the theft cf a silve 


crean pot and sugar toncs initialed Jo IM, and M. EH. and requested silvere 


cmiths to stop the thicves if the articles were offcred for sale, 239 








Love Gazette, ee Eby 27> Les furs t b; L750, June chy 1756, 
Sepimiber 1 » 1783, September acy 1752, March L764, Sep tenber 1é, 
1756, ay - 1759, July 2 2i, 176°, pril 5, 17593 Octcber 2 26, 1769, 
Jenusry 19, 177k, April 20, L775 July 3, L776; Jc ournal, Jenuary 19, 
177u,y April 2 27, 177.5 | Packet, Janiary 31, 177 April 25, 1773 The 
Pomnsylvania Evenin= Pos “ebruary 1, 17763 Tavern Licenses, A, li, 
wey Oy 2%, aus © 805 &, ally 246 Widows Steccry, Jones, Etter, 
see cuaeee ery Silvorty alicabetis Says ery RoLinccny end Mt, 
Nuttle were the inn! COP OFS nebecca Jones held a 1.16.9 license from 
Soptember 19, 1752 to Aumist 10, 1769. Catherine Etter purchased her 


“5 LE Cates 30/00 os 


~ 
only 1 aoe conse foro IS*% 
Ss 


4 4 
licenze from Augu neluding, fucust 18, 1775 
Catherine onyder held 1,16,9 st poneing ‘fron the suuser of 1759 to 
September 35) 17796 ‘Sarah ¢ Gilbert was still operatins when the last 

yb ar pehecme licenses were iscueds her uke aoe Was granted Septexber 
24 1757—¢ “linabeth Cray purchased her firct 2.6.0 license Cetcber 25 
1762, and her daat October 27, 1766. eary Robinson paid 2.5e9 for 

ade dives ash Oy 177y and Ausust 23, 1775. re. Unttle never 


geass 2 licenses Howevery 2 Sanuel tiuttle purchased 

20500 om April 1? 1775 and azain on Aumist 3 30, 1775— Pres 

Wattle was the widow of Samuel and continued to operate under his 

license, 

2306 ak Pig E 7635 De scenbor 1s 1753, December 22, 1763, Ju ay 

LfOS, oul L7S5,_ “May 31, 17753 Journal, May 31, 17753 Tavern 
Licenses, Ay hie, 1225"B, 85, 865 “These are the most tantalizing of 
all the advertisements, Margaret Donaldson held a 1.6.0 license fran 
1762 until che recetved her las it, Aucust 2°, 1756 No tavern license 
appeared for Margaret lianson at any time tavern licences were issued 
from 1762 until the end of the colonial pericd, Could Margaret 
Donaldson have married a J. Hanson? However, no male Hanson held a 
vanasipapt, nor was there any license in the nane of her son, A, Donald} 
Son, who clyned the December 15, 1753 advertisement, The nearest 
approach to this nane was that oe a iM: rgaret Hiiliman, who tcok out a 
license for 1,15,0 for < house in Southwark December &, 1774, and one 
for 26669 Anvil by 1775, ct which time the address was paglatesnd as 
Philadelphia, If Margaret Donaldsen scld the inn, Maxzares Hanson 
was an unlicensed ted cri tr 
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innkeeperse Usually such notices supplemented other types of advertise- 
wentS.e However, two tevernkeepers, Mrs. Stevens at the Harp and Crown 


and Mary Davis at the lew Rising Sun on the roed to Cermantown, were 


in Bo tee mera £ nan ~ "id . + A e * “* 7 
located by advertisements of straying animals only, Nine ysars after Mrs, 
Os . ay “ 9 . an 
Stevens lost her mare, November 2, 1762, a Mary Stevens purchased one 


lone tavern license for 2.6.0. Mary Davis purchased her first license 
August 22, 17595. and was among those receiving permits when the last 
colonial licenses were issued in the sumer of 1775,°94 
Two taverniccepers, Widow Pratt and Mary Jenkins, were mentioned 
casually several times in references to sundry matters, Several auctions 
were held at ‘idow Pratt's, An important public meeting was held here 
in 1749 when citizens who had put up, or intended to rut up, lamps at 
Their doors were requested to meet at Widow Pratt's to concert measures 
for having then regulerly lighted. In 1755 Rebecca Pratt added a side~ 
line when she tock over Captain Spoffard's vinegar retailing, which she 
sold in small or large quantities, A Widew Pratt, with no designation 
as to occupation, was listed among the frecholders the following year.@32 
vary Jenkins! inn was the center of many business, cocial, and 
iis prominent innkeeper catered to. the middle class, 
In 1768 a house from the estate of Charles Jenkins was sold at the Widow 


Jenkin's house at the sign of the Conestoga ‘lacon. The Widow Jenkins! 


Conestoga Wazon was mentioned from time to time as the site of auctions 











231, Gazette, Aucust 15, 1751, Aurust 29, 17513 Chronicle, June 15, 17723 

sys yvern Licenses, Ay 2; 7, B, 2hl. See page 63,5 footnote 155, Was 
{rs_. Stevens Mary Stevens? The tavern licenses gave neither address 
r name of inn. Consequently. the two iteas may or may not refer to 
ree tone women, "‘rs," Stevens might even have been the shopkeeper, 
Sabelle (alias ics Stevens$ 


232, Gazette, October 25, 17:9, December 19, 1749, September 20, 1750, 
Jwie “3 1755, } May 19, 17683 Freeholders! Tax List, 1756.6 
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anc information about wet nurses, strayed or stolen mzres, and employ= 
ment. 773 Comnissioners for meking the Schuylkill navicable met 
there, The abundance of evidence of business activity was supplemented 
with comments:on secial gatherings by Jacch Hiltzheimer, a Cerman 
trovigrant and importent diarist of the late eighteenth century. Several 
times ke and friends spent the evening at hor inns Once, after relating 
the activitics of himself and friends in "the forepart cf the evening", 
he acded they "went to Mary Jenkins and kad supper at one ofcleck", No 
easy life was that of the tavernkccrer} Mary Jerkins paid 3,6.0 for a 
tavern license Septenbcr 7, 1759, and continued to purchase licenses 
yearly until August 2), 17753 consequently, she was still operating 
when the colon: | 
some of the innkeepers were discovered from single incidental notes 
se varied they carot be categorized easily. One edvertisenent offered 
information about a servant, wet nurse, or property for sale at a 


specific woman's inn, another announced the enlistment of sailcrs ata 


given tavern, and still another noted the advertiser lived at a certain 





—s 


2334 Gazette, Nay 19, 1768, July 7, 1768, March 8, 1770, November 1, 
7iC, November 1, 1772, ! rovember -17, 17733 Journal, June 23, 

ata) Chronicle, July 1, 1768; Benteviventa Evening Post, Octcher 
19, 1 775, Nill; Tavern Lie cncesy Ty Li, ahly Parscns, Je 0. (ede), 

Extracts from the Diary of Jacob Hiltzheimer, 18, 20, 25. 
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twelve women were noted in such voricus advertisements;“-4 six 








Sarotle, April 27, 1736, June 8, 728, Decarber 1. Nog Janvary 
‘ ¢ arn Le ur 5 s ae 
Sty L7L: Ty March oy L756, ‘ bor 25 as ae tc anuary eee 17595 
conuay Ty bieg f ver tem ber 17, 17675: Spsit ly 1769, February 9, 
177h3 Hor culys - ebrucry 26, L725 Chre nicle, Sept ea er 19, 1768; 
7 | 37 Z m aes ata }, }, i) 
curnal, Janucry 31, L776 avOrn, Licens C5, Ay LO, 2, Iz, ty 83, 


- oan | 

aL3,° 5; b3,. ho, 59, eli, 225 Phineas Pond Receipt Book, Sep tember, 
1765. me aivertisenent, atleny ting to find a many instructed hin 

pte apply to. wargaret Berwick at the “Sig of the Three Moriners, A 
Widow Cunninshan offered a Ren for sele = the Sicn of the Three 
Mariners, Thie may mesn Margaret Derrick and Widow Cunningham Were 
each managers of The Three Mariners, ci Wider Sunninghen heving 
succeeded Margaret Berwick. Or it may only mean that the widow 


Cunninghos advertised to sell a Geienk | at Hargaret Berwick's inne 
imy conclusion must remain purely cenjecturel, 

An estate notice requeste? dehtcrs te scek the executrix, Hannah 
Pearscn, at the Sign of the Pewter Platter. Of course this might have 
been a retail or craft shop instead cf an inns 

A midwife could be reached at) irs. Penelope Hayley's, Penelope 
Hayley paid 2.6,0 for a tavern license Septenbe: psa Tole ee ther 
are not two people of the sane name, she operated a tavern for a very 
erg limes Penelope received her last license December 27, 1769 

Grace Price, ches, could be "spoke with" at Widow Aris's, the Sign 
Mary Aris alse was nenticned as the source of infore 


e 
nation regarding the sule of ahcuse, Mary Aris Pieeeate a license 
Lor’2 6.0 A762; 1763, andy her last one, Cctcber 3, 176h. 

Parties suspected of conceali ing 2 pocketbook were exonerated 
publicly by the information the peeketkoc! % had been "fcund on a 
Woman, at the Novee of Mrs, Cx coburn", 4 creught of lots to be sold 
could be soe at ‘argaret David's and che could give tems and ecndie 


= ee 


vions to any who wished to purchase. In 1767 a man moved to the Harp 
and Crown, the ati the } dow Tell lately occupied, where he provided 
enterteinnent for “ anand horses Lettice: Sell paid 2e6e0 March J4, 
1768, April 18, 1769, and Deca eniber 8, 1769 for tavern licenses, but 
these dates are after Hr, Carson Lock over,. Foerheps Tettice Bell 
moved her inne However, more than likely the Widow Bell and Lettice 
Sell are two different innkeepers. Perhaps one operated illegally] 
Another unlicensed woman was Mrs,» Greenman, at the Dlack Swan, who 
could give information about an available wet nurse, 

Rebecca Terry, at the Crooked Eillet, advertis a an unclaimed Pes Se 
of shopgoods left at her place. She purchased a license for 2,6,0 
Jonuary 13, 1763, and ccntinved until September 19, 1775, the last 
year colonial teernses were iscued, 

A reward was offcred for the return of a runaway servant to Widow 
Cerherd, An Elizabeth Gerhart received her first license September 29, 
1768 for the payment of 1.16.0 and her last August 22, 17758 German 
“auilies were sold fram Widow Myers', A receipt for Mrs, P. Bond was 
Signed by "Tabitha Meyer", ("Tabitha Myers" held 1.6.0 licenses fron 
August 11, 1766 to June 1, 1771.) Seamen were enlisted at Widow 
Casey's at the Ship and Cast tle. Mrs. Casey had no license, However, 
Willian Casey was licensed in 1775. Presumably Widow Casey operated 
under her husband's license, 
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were pois tod in the tavern licenses, 

Closely allied to the taverns were the setfee houses. There wers 

me 

four wonen who operated coffee houses before 1750: Widow Janes, 
Nargaret Ingraa, Widow Reberts, and Widow Jones.. The Janes Coffee 
Nouse, mentioned from time te time in the pasers, was operated in the 
early years by a Widow Sarah James, Uer sons succeeled her in th 
forties, In 178 Margaret Ingran, at the Sign of the Rose and Crom, 


mee ne 


formed all "Gentlenen” that she had opened the ifest India Coffee 
uovse, where they might depend upon being centeelly ontectained,-32 

The most famous of the early coffee house eee was Widow 
Roberts, who took over Henry Flower's establishnent in 1732. Under her 
managenent it continued to attract ship oe and other businessen, 
wno congregated to de tusiness, attend aucticns, and drink coltfee or wine, 
Many times the newspapers listed sales at the Bcberts coffee house, but 
not until 1747 did they list an auction abt "Widow" Roberts! house. 236 
Similar not followed in the ensuing years3 alse, volunteers were 
enlisted at "irs." Roberts’ coffee house, and prosnestive purchasers: 
were notified of the sale of a horse. "Near Widow Rcberts's Coffee 
House", or similar allusions, appeare@ often, and indicated her coffee 
house was a prominent landmark. In May 1751 a shopkeeper moved his store 


to Widow Roberts’, "where the coffee house was lately kept", Without this 


Pa 
ad the announcement?3? of May 23, 1751 would searcely have indicated 











235» Gazette, September 29, 17483 Watson, Annals, I: 3953 Bridenbaugh, 
Cities in Revolt, 161. 


235. Are other business or professional women concealed by the use of 
the surnane on 


2376 § oe Gazette, May 16, 1752s How many of the women selling household items 
really had managed a thriving business? Such {teas for other women 
were discarded because the evidence was too flinsy} 





_ : ; 
a 7 : : m _ 5 - a —- 7 7 
es ¥ ee 4 - - 
aa Sa eee oe 
—- ba J : mt 
* 2 ’ , ae y 
rtd as a sy ; , * a. sha 7% 
m - Bt bettie 
= es : — eae 


i i Y~s © oS ean 
e 8 aca for tone oa ee je + ’ 
etre by 


* eter aah aa get eis Se at ot wet engl oe . 


| | A & 
ett ni bolas chr eteyer ad? tk, od ed sick: awd tee! dnam i a Be ; 
on? ‘Eb cat Racceneye Snoe a phous doe abe a, WE 00% shrew 


i. a 
ae 


sini? Wes ax ele Se yl a a yaaa Setopett NST al” eaehheh T= 









¢ a a 
L : "Pape oee aay? ea a a pow ete 
waist .gitne Saat oana Seta bale | sus, eka" ite im 
bel ye (e oa, > = by 5 re am 
Te ieetodosdas “ies: grows ar 2 nal: Digta qeet ontario fost” . 


usd vention Skese ot te sequel Soom afl iy 


; y cd x we " ee swt Rela S os oval ne ped! | Pe aN) tao? oii ,etzscut 
q oi eA ee A ~: 


; be s Seaebingt-f nyt? " a rad Ne Paty a $s dyes Bs yA trl Pamaset i Bort 4 $i tramegeoet | ; —_ 


7 
Z eg RNB anes Si geass. ee Sree ek grtinuterd aft: o3 Eadage ims oly is 
Jit ome nse > pli oes: detiperts ust a ode ugk spel Z 
ety Tasendss "gibt Vo Rel INRe ns OS EE wets res TE Liter gen : 

sx , cite? “eeem asec +) Sh esate etd: gh toreediat tyodtott tueLintt 
2cnapilnn, ra tjetertt  % - eacat se Sat oan "cet ted bodelineg 7 
sates bonde lok ar <ontit Ghixod wi te ees OF. Yo botstton oor Pua 
aA af 
6nt269 “text Lodecibart ss ia hergcning gptinite Ls nalicte te e“oauok c 
one Se pie teven:, sola i, , mee Nee uttestenl sennartg § ner stvod : 
si re ; Pid sy. 2 suas ae snip getise at prank fibrovolt age we ve 


yaaonatis aise eevee § cai a # ye 3s Mina Ss 





‘oO 
V1 


retirenents 
te | = 3 4€ we ~-r May 

To be scold by public vendue May 2° b: Mary Roberts 

2. 2 aa ~ cf lal ale $ 8:94 r4 £é a . 
her iwelling house opposite the Creoked-3iliet in Tront 

-'« * " ~ ; ~ 
Sirect sundr* $0“ ; heutehol’? foods, as chairs, table 
- - oo ~ ++ “oe 

pewter, ond sur.”., cvher things. 


a lam oe 


: 3 Panes , 4. 1 . +4 o 
After this Mre, Roberts turned te renting lodgincs 


292 
their business or profession,“-" 
° % ~ ‘ =~ a9 ARnWe Tf y 
Still another coffee house operator was Widow Jones. Her coffee 


en. table and the hostess! perfect 
other sovernors were entertained, 
flso, auctions were held, the quarter part of a ship sold, end arrange= 
nents for chic passage and freight made at the Widow Jones!,23? 


Other popular gathering places included gardens wucre colonists 


. . . ’ 7 ; eat & ns ear . 
vought balm beer and cakes. One of “peculiar celebrity" was Ann Jenes! 

- - ant, FP nny mL 2 . wants 4 os 
Cheeseecace House, This venture was mentioned just once, when Ann Jones 
os Ld Ps Bey See 3) ES es avg 40 a] 2 4 $4 ee ee 219 
announced the house war to te rented along with its stables ard gardens,“ 

a-?t matt r holt als tl a " # ” - PAA - A -* 
Occasionally a husbandewite tea exbarked on a funily enterprise, 

but rarely were women mentloned as partners, However, two teams of the 
=i aay Br eS. Be : vat x s 4 ee Pn 
nidesizxt vocuitied te the wife's part in the funily enterprise. John 
Lr. mA + Thy. SAY ” 
nite, " ear the NE A a Pp- ~poce : 


vy the Assistence of his Wife, to acccnodate Ladies - 
1 , 


and Gentlenen with Sreakfastinc, on the best of Tea, Coffee 
cr Chocolate, wit. Plenty of 300D CREAT, etc, which Articles 
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May also be had in the Afterncon, He likewise hopes: to 
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220 Ucurnal, Septenbe: 6, L7uk, Acril PS 


7 
pect hovember 15, his, Maret. 9, 17h5, mary et So April 2, 
1747, ies Vv, 27675 Anril ee 1717, January 17, 1749, January 16, 
6 lr a «PR oruary 27, 17595 May 31, 1750, Scptouber 27, 1720, January 9, 
1752, -: ence ost 1, 12, 1751, 3: Nat >ch 28, 1751, liay 14 ‘y Leds ig | oop 1751, 
July 11; 17 ols October 2» 1752, October 21, 1751, May J 195 17535 
vuly ll, 175k, Sentenber 2 25, 175h3 Norris Papers, 173991770, 333 1:8 


Sridensa:ch, Wilderness, 303; Eridenhaugh, Revolt, 141. 


Cazette, March 17, 17l2~ 


2390 Jounal, fupust 3, 179s Casctte, Aurust 3, 1749, May 23, 17ch, 
Octicher 17, 27543 Scharf and Westc seatct Peltes elphic, IIs $2, 


2110. Gazevic, Septexher 26, 17543 Watson, Annals, It 936 
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Satisfaction to any Persons wiose Health mey seguire their 

going. into the Sath, by his Attendance, and ry Zumnishing then 
with Brushes and proper Towels; andas Order and Secency is 
naturally required in such an Underfakinz, he further hopes 

vO approve hiaself capable of conducting eves; ~~iNg, SO as to 
answer the many public Alvastages, and salutary; Fus,.oses, whic pate 
the Founder originally intended, and now hopes te see effected,<++ 

The other couple, Willian and Ann Johnson, pened an “EctinzeMouse™ at 


the Sign of the Tlobe, where they offered "Toffee, 7éz, tres 


the Cow, Crean, Whey, Sutter, and new Cheese, mate cn 
also furnished a "comnleat Billiard Table es, were Zé 
themselves, by payinre for their Games only", They s 


house was well situs 


gaxdens anid walks ch 


trees. In additien, 


Siunmer ceason,=t@ 


irect advertis 


others! advertisenen 
There were many le 
tisements of est 
public meetings, or 
twenty=two per cent 
to women, there is ve 


of women as tavernke 


licensed] . 


ted for a "Sumier's Retreat” 


aded with pleasant groves of 


the 


proprietors rente C 
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hee 


ng, then, was practically non-exi. 


were referred to indirectly or she 
ts were a very small percenta~e of 
vavernkeepers than shopkeepers re 
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csettlesents, property sales, str 
as sources of in?ormmation, Feweve 
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of the licences granted fron 1762 
ry positive and concrete proof cf 
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one s* 


week, month, or 


s for tavern= 


were mentioned in 
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n aninals ’ 
7, since eighteen to 
to 1776 were issued 


the relative importance 


Would that other cecvpations had had to be 
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22, Gazette, June 12, 1766, 
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Chapter IV 
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IISaANS AWD MANACER 


Sclfecufficiency and diversity of act ivity have been recosnized 
long as characteristic of the colonial household, With this has 
gone an assumption that colonial housewives toiled 2+ home sheltered 
fron the buffetings of the vigorously developing young econexzyr while 
their nenfol: conquered their new environment. Contrary te this is 
the revelation that fenily cooperation extended to the business enters 
prise, and that women ongaged in business shoulder to shovlder with men 
in diversitied occupations, Women learned the rudimerts of” the family 
business from their menfoll: and aided in tts operation no matter that 
type business the fanily followed, More iuportent, cclonial soctety 
accepted this as a perfectly normal phenotenon ond ace pted as competent 
the women who continued fanily businesses when their husbands diei, Wor 
were there any coments against business wmen wio were not widows. 
Pailadélphia women were vercatile and followed many cecupations which 
moderns consider rather unusual for wamen, 

Craftswomen were impelled to advertise fer the Same reasons as 
shopkeepers, tavernkeepers, and others, The direct ad wes unusual 3 the 
indirect reference was custonarye 

Craftswomen contributed very directly to the developing cconony’. 
They baked biscuit end prepared fish for export, ¢ onducted ropewalks to 
provide gear essential in Shipbuilding, fashioned prolacer and consumer 
goods of metal, and iunned the leather used so extensively for workaday 


clothes and for shoes, They catered to the growing ranks of wealthy 


Philadelphians who had others make their clothes, held ti:w: in shape 
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of all evafts and the one most indicative o: prosperity, ccachnaking. 
Pour balers were among those craftswomen contr’ beting to the very 
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the family business of "bisket baking", In the winter c L742 #172 


vace Britton, "Saker", and Widew Uobart, whe had retired from the 

business of baking bread, notified their debtors to pay their debts and 
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their creditors to bring in their accounts, ul 


wo women pickled sturgeson. In 1732 Susannah Harrwoed advertised 


that fadrew Dradford, the printer, retailed her pickled sturzeon. In. 


and "put up” sturzeon for exportation or home e- isumptione Her long, 
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ve minute instrmictions how to prepare the fish 
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for consummtion and concluded with the addresses of those who sold her 


fish, According to a Jersey craftswoman, the “art, secret, and mystery" 
of preparing sturgeon included making ising] ast, pickling, caviar, glue, 


aid cil, a rather complicated industry, This woman offered to teach an 
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21:3, The omy ss Sazet? August 29, 175h5 Bridenbavgh, Carl, The 
Colonial % Lath, | (Oe See page 19 for a description of ral the 
crafts Serica 6 C oachmakinge 















2. The Anerican Weel-2y Mereur sapere Ll, 171; Cazetie, February 3, 
ful, Novenber 12, Lhity ifarcis Sy 17513 Preehclicrs! Tax list, 1756, 
Two. more bakers, Widow Teets and Sarah Green, were noted in the tax 
list of 1756, 
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Three brewers also contributed to the food precessing crafts, The 
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rirst was Mary Lisle, whose enterprise wat revealed in 1751 then a 


orewor disclosed he had neved to the Edinburgh Grewellouse formerly kent 
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by Mary Lisle, oR mise +2S~— “OrDis, the widow of a brewer, announced 
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in an eState sebtlerent ad she and her deceased husband's partner would 
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conSinue the business, They pronised good Service and offered. the 
wrisual, ready money, for barley, malty hops, and wood,24? In 1762, 

Ann Croston, execntor for her husband, announced she had beer “or exporta= 
‘.on and could deliver it to any part of town es isual, Mrs, Croston had 
expected to cell the "dictillery" but had to postpone the sale becaus 

her husband's partner, contrary to his agreement with her husband to end 
whe partnership, hod taken possession of the distillery and confiscated 
wae profits. In 1765, Ann Crostcenalvertised the sale of a number of 


beer butts suitable for porsens that male large quantities of cider, 
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ess for several years despite her 


aie. Meroury, Arril 275 17323 The Pennsylventa Ch: ronicle, Masr 295 1769, 
15s “azctie, Aust 11; sabi ay Clhy Lae ae a 30, “1772, The 
revailing of craft products throu gh the printer was not uncommon, 





246, Gazette, April 2, L775 January 2%, L751, 9°, 1754s April 10, 
1503 tolles, Frederick 3,, Meetine Nonse a we Countine House, 77. 
Tn 1747 Mary Lisle herself had advertised: che ar rent a brew- 
house with all the necessary conveniences, | but hai made no reference 
-O the fast she hat operated the brewery. Twacey other advertisers 
had given their own locations as "opposite Mary Lislets", 
In 1729 Mary Lisle complained to the Friends Mont thly Meeting that 
a debtor, a *riend, had not paid his debt, so two Friends were 
requested to inform him that unless he made arrangenents Satisfactory 
to her before the next Meeting she would be at liberty to take any 
measures she might: think propers 


247. Ibide, October 13, 1757. 







248, The Pennsylvania Journ, } farch 18, 1762, May 13, 176 23 Cazette, 
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Soden mls 17553 eres sholders! fax List by en cong Tee 1726 tax list 
¢ two vintners, Mary Ayres and Nannah Boyd, 
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One of the craftswomen who advertised mos t frequently 


Crathorne, who carried on the mustard and chocolate processing business 
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of hor husband, Mrs. Crathorne took over the business in 1757, Early 

in 1758 she notified her customers she had moved te the heuse lately 
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genuine flour of mustard of varying degrees of P41) 


chocolate, and a varicty of specifically nenttoncd croceries and 
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Further, 


fs the articles cf muctard and checolate ere manufactured 
y her at those incomparable mustard and chocolate works on 
crmantown Road wiich her late husband went te a considerable 
expense in the erecting, and purchasing cut Zengamin Jackson's 
part; aid as she has a large quantity of choi 
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of the lengthy advertisenent was the design which Mrs 
Crathorne said might be found pasted on all mustard botbles and on each 
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27, 17756 See pages S795) Lor lary Memninzer 
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case illustrates the srowing custom of cembint 


craft activity, It also ‘Lllustrate S how Philadelphia craftsmen 
produced for the people in the hinterland, 
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Mes, Crathorme's removal notice added fucl to the publis bucinese 
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arrel she had inherite2 alone with the mustard werkts,2°3 She did 
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251, Garettc, February = 1768, Also, as with mony adverifisers who 
included everythin; they wished so share with the public in one 
advertisement, she slosed with the infornation that she alss had two 
gentcel eight~day clocks, Londen made, with mahogany cares, Zor sale 
at reasonavle prices 


252. Cazette, September 3, 1767, February 11, 1762 
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-% Pennsylvania Chronicle, August 1, L707, Decanbok ys n, Aiba 
vnincas cond Recelpt leek, larch 18, 1768, One of her’ custoners: was 
Dre Phineas 3ond, who so meticulously kept the receipts that cften 
gave clues to buciness men’ and women, 

253. Sazettc, December 27, 176, October 2!:, 1755, October 32, 1765, 
aoe ty 1755, July 95 1767, October 6, 1748, Jenuers 5, 17493 
yournal, Fetruary 4, 17543 Chronicle, Tebruary &, 1768, 

ane quarrel began in 1755 with Benjamin Jackson's ennouncenent 
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e the following 
pret Jonathan Creshorne announced that th eee ip cf Crathorne 
exson had been discolved and that J, Crathorne had bought all 
taken down the old signy and replaced it ‘ith the one 
1é head se Lis advertisenent. The wrangle ecntinued with 
ion of t the above es By the sumncr of 1757 Jackson 
imself the original ard on proper muctard manufacturer 
and announced he “hea formed a new partaerships 

The week after lirs, Crathorne's removal notice, 3enjanin Jacizson 
answered her "insinuations" o7 asain protesting he was the tiara 
and only bag Hb mustard manufacburer on at seg inent, that he had 


eeaan i 
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Vv 
eiat Jonathan Crothorne used his cten on kis 
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Seu up the business, ordered, managed, and oie ae while 
Crathomne merely shared equally in the alter Si tens to the manufacture 
ings works. He claimed he kept his Imowledge ‘og the business to hime 
elf, later he dissolved the partnership and then scld to Crathorne 
ac the highest bidder his share cf the inprevenents. Said Jackson, 


it was lilce selling a musical instrument to one who could not play, 
After this sate Jackson built a new plent. Finally, he cautioned 
that the stanp on the elias bottles was an imitaticn of his, 

Sy the fall of 1768 Jackson cla*med he had broucht his machines: to 
greater perfection fet any aren in Enecland, and closed on a patriotic 
note that reflected eraftsmen's determninaticn to resist Critish taxes 
by noting he had earthen jars so the duty on class weuld be discoure 
aged and our own carthenware helped. 
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25h, Gazette, Jasuary 12, 1758, Febryary 2, 1752, April 20, .1758,: July 27 
Vio, dusust 2, 175%, Aumst lo, 1788, Acoust Vey L75S, Aucuss 23, 1799 
vacksStn was. fighter, The Crathornes were rot hte Zixst..onzonentes 
tr 175%e1759 he wogeé a rumnine tabile with his ceompetitor Richard 
Wagstutle, chiclly over the prices offered for mustard secde 
CS5e Gazette, January 5, 1769, Decerber 7, 17093 Chroniete, Octcber 16, 
LED, Jecember 11, 1769. Finaretsl troubles nilec up on the Lattlirg 
Vackstny and in 1769 le wens varkrupt. He scold 
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hic mills, and a 
"Givideni" cf his acrete wes mace to his creditere, 
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notified the public that since his wife, Hannah, had eloped fraa hr 
le wovld not pay her debts, Such elepement notices were rather frequent 


in the celcniel newsparerc, 
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258. Gacette, November 15, 1753, After this notice ef her continuing 
enterprise she requested creditors tc precest their demands and debtors 
to pay their debts to her husband's esicte, 
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utilized co many skills, was followed by Elizabeth Mussel. She 


ace, Stuting she carricd on the coachezaker's business of her late 
hi sband,2°l 

Three women prepured leather for the cshoemaking and leather 
clething craftsmen. ‘when Johannes Zacharias, of Cermentcwm, died, his 
widow announced che would continue to operate his tannery end would 
prepare all sorts of leather. She assured any who wished to purchas 
leether they would te furnished with the test possitle. She alse 
purchasedcll kinds of <¢ and dry hides fer the custemar; price, 
Pebecca Ieech advertised only when she asnounced she was retiring fron 
he tanning business, The necessity of a formal request to debtors tc 
pay end creditore to bring in their acecurnts kept this eclenial artisan 
from passing unnoticed, Mary Cowley, with the assictence of her 
femily, carried cn her deceased husband's business, "BUCK-SKIN Dex ssing, 


she being cf Ability to secure to the Gmers whatever they shell think 


Zit te entrust. her wit 11,262 


One wonsn worked with finished leather, Marthe Linton carried on 





260 Gazette, Fetruary M1, 17h6, September 30, 17566 
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the harnessemaking business of her deceased husbarnd,°3 

svo woren weve cloth for the furnitcre creftemen, Widew Pakestray 

ve 

acvertises for a “hand” in the business of weevine hair clothe She 
Lad a leon and utensils ready for this nrdcpective explcyec, A few 
months later she advertised that hair cloth ond hate lines of alt 
sorts "still continue to te-made by the Widow Rakestraw", When Sarak 
Iencoster moved she mentioned that she continued hair eleth weevins and 
Lought good horse hair, 25h 

Another craft, a specialized division of the furniture industry, 
wos upholstery, Two uphclsterers advertised in the seventies, oy 
the 177C's this craft tncluded the constrection of Sremes as well as 
stuffing and coverinz then,25 Elizsbeth lawrence utilized her deceased 
husband's estate settlement notice te announce she carried on some 
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branches cf the upholsterer's business, her husband's craft, She chose 
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vo continue "Leather beds, mattresses, caching bottcas, bettoming 


chairs, cleaning the feathers of old beds, etc, ctc.", Ann Kin an 
P) & ig r 


upholsterer and chop supervisor, offered to male upholstery either at 
the customer's house or her hone, As proof of her corpetence she noted 


she had been responsible for the women's work in the upholstery bueiness 
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of Mre J. Webster for almost seven years. 


She begs lesve to observe, she is the first American 
toscclnaker that ever brought that branch of business t 


any accree of perfection in thts part of the world, and 





2636 Mercury, December 19, 1719, 


25h. Sazctte, Septerher 23, 1736, December 16, 173%, May 10, 1739. Widow 
Rakestraw also. rented two large rocms with fireplaces. 
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employment of craftswosen to make and trim clothing reflected esnecially 


the growing prosperity of Philadelphians, 

Ouesweman, Mary Cannon, advertised as a tailer, At her husband's 
death she “propeses to carry on the business of her late Husband (taflor) 
with some scber qualified workmen they brought from England with them" 
be enabled to support herself and Family, and all 
Endecvors will be used to render her Buployers Satisfcetion", She also 
noted she had same "Cloths and Trimmings" of sundry kinds, She was the 
manacers; others did the actual tailorine, as they had uncer her husband, 

Two years Later when her foreman left her she annovneed she had secured 
the as ssist: ance of another wellemalified man, She requested the continued 
patrenage of those she realized hed employed her from a feeling of . 


"Sympathy and Compassion with my distressed Circumstances", promised to 
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her custcmers with trimmings too, Two years later she advertised as a 


todlor and habitemaker, 268 
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266. Gazette, May 125 1773, November 21, 1754, December 5, 175l3 Journal, 
Nay 21; 1775e In 175i, Widow Gale Freee Poe a service ccmnonly 
offer a by upholsterers, putting new cane and rush bottoms on cane 
and rush chairs. 


267. Bridenbaugh, Colonial Craftsman, 105-107. 


268, Gazetic, December 22, 1763, Janucry 23, 17663 Chrenicle, February 
1766, 
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Tive women atvertised as seaastresses. In 174, Mery Cshell, ar 
drish imnigrant, offered to mace all sqorts of gentlosen's velvet and2 
Covhor caps, Jadies and children's caps, bonnets, cloaks, seacves, 
black bags an? meses for gentlemen's hair in the latest fashion and very 
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Mrs. Elphiston Rola, a Londen imiugrant, cet up the tustness of 
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manvuuemakings che offered letters of reccrmendation to support her clain 
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os competence. “In L759, when Elisabeth Ireithwaite, also a London po soya oy: be) 


moved, she informed the public she continued to create all kinds of 
. i ” z . 7 
millinexy.©*/ Catherine White, on moving, notified her customers t 
Since she had engaged on acsistant, a trained Londen imiigrant, their 
oxders for millinery might ve executed punctually in the newest fashions, 
The implication is that she had been too busy previcasly to fulfill her 
comiliments punctually, Within the year che informed her friends che 
vended to go to the country and would sell at ‘cost 
millinery and haberdashery, Just before the Declaration of Indenender 
ws oh A =24 v? won WLU. fh jus anc an upa ae 4 teh. Ca! EoD 
lor advertise? with her husban?, an upholsterer and cabinetacker 


she offered to make all kinds of millinery cocds such as childeb 2 linen, 


children's rohes, frocks, vests and tunics, gentlenen's shirts, stocks, 
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263, "Millinery" was used loosely to include all kinds of nesdlew ork, and 
did not mean headgear alone, 
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Another craftcrnan that served the personal needs of the colcnists 

was the chandler. “hen the "state of Elizabell. Faris, Chandler" was 

scttled the executor announced he intended to carry on the business and 


would supply sll with candles, soap, and tallow, as usual. . 2etween 1735 
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lydia Dearrazh is probs! bly best Inown for her alleged foiling cf a 
British plot Ey cetting news to Washingtcn at Valley Forge throveh 


her s ill, audact ty, and COUNPAZEs 


282, Mexeusy, August. 27, 17h, September 2h, 1713 Cacette, September 3, 
7) i) 


Tih73 Norris Parethe LTA at, 352 83; Freeholders! Tas: list, 1766, 
The 1756 tax List added another ch ntlor, Ann Wishart. 


2930 Cazeble, September 23, 1762. 
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Gay or nore at a time. The third caterer advertised aichymous? Two 
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other women mended household ial Widow Gale fixed chairs. In 175) 
she advertised that she put new cane bottoms on cane chairs and rush 
bottoms on rush chairs in the best manner and et the cheapest rates. 


Dey as v AY ~ mans -% 4. Yt we ~ + ope }, a " 
Paroory Opperman mended all sorte ef china. Her strugele with a Thonas 
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Jen, alias John Thomas, who 


Has undertaken and insinusted himself in this same 
Susiness, in this City wider falee Reports of his teing 
connecvca to me, cepreciating my Abilitics, and with the 
KOS indetctigakle Industry, from House to Hausa endeavyore 


TBs as it were to take the Sread out of my Mouth, as well 
ae impocing on saue reputuble Persons, who can testify from 
acral his hancy Work to be equal in Value to the 

peculiar Qualities °° this unparalleled Artist .,.,5 This 
ene I heve in just tice to Rhys elf, thors ght ee er to declare, 
anc which may serve in some Neacurc, to pul a stup to the 


Trumpet of this idle Drene 
dudicates this was a fairly extersive and prosperous activit J but that 
there was not onouzh broken china to employ two nenders 20h 

Cne of the better know and more conspicuous of the ente rprising 
eclenial women, and one who contributed beth to the business and personal 
needs of Philadelphians, was Cornelia Bradford, the widow of Andrew 
Bradford, printer of the American Woekly Mercury. In December 17h2, Mrs 
Sradford asked the subseribers to excuse the omission of an insue the 
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preceding week (her husband had just died) and assvred them that in the 








294. Sazette, November 21, 175), December §, L75l, March 9, 175°, June 19, 
L75O, September 14, 1772; yournal, June f, 1774, Senter ber rh, 17723 
Packet, June 6, 177s Mencing cane and rush chairs was commonly & 

f the vpholsterer's craft, Since it was merely a part cf the 

craft | irse Gale has been clascified with those who relieved the housee 

wife of mending duties, 
Elizabeth Dush claimed she needed tc say little of her accemplish= 
ments since she had been employed by some of the mont noted ladies 

and geritlenen for several. years, 
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until Octcber 13, 1744 he and Cornelia published the paper. In Octcher 


st issue, May 22, 17h4, according to Isaiah Thomas, Peter Kalz, 
note? traveller, claimed, in 17/9, that she was still publishing it, 
isaiat. Thomas seid it was discontinued soon after 17L5, Like other 
tere she sold books, wiich she advertised fran time to tine, Wer 
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Surah ‘lackenet, the innkeeper, wat a chro! bucinesswesac. she 
vealized the oputrtunity for pevsoral gets fs ancreasing contacts with 
‘ 
othes ccloriics, and, in 1763, enrcunced she ha? eet Up a2 conventent 2bage 
wagen that wac properly actesucdotc? fer any gsurney ealther ts New York 
or any other place.of siniler disiarss, Those needing the service were 
to.apply: te her son in Philetelpnia on designated dara or to the owney at 
the Sadlers Ams. in Somentoumn, fhe pr(misel to agree on reaccnchle terns, 
chic enterprise helps point cat the inereace én svege servicess nen 
advertised similar services fron tine ts tine slso.2ce 
at.cir necessity for advertici-g a chance of adiress, ectiline an 
estate, ccllecting debts, or solving sane cther protien has given us 
knowledge of eraftswomen and menzgers gust as it pointed t: shopkeepers 
tavernxeepers, The most strikins revelation is that weren rned 
encugh about fanily crafts to be chle either to do the actrel work or 
Supervise it. They truly tock the risk and menageren® of business. 
Their operation of crafts enphasizes that ferdlies shared in an enterp prise, 
that it was nct the work of the husband or father alonee The greatest 


protlem for these businesew 


necessity both for securing and giving credit. 


romen, *cc, was the scarcity of 


ash and the 
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Chapter V 


o 7o-~ 
CONCLUS TONS 


in ¢clonial days wemen made a Significant contribution +o the 
economy af shopkeepers, tavernxeepers, and craftsworen, Shopkeepers 


- 


were more Zully documented hy newspaper evidence? fron 1720 to 1760 


of the wares they sold, Twenty-seven of these advertised after 1750, 
when it becane more or less customery for shopkeepers to advertise 
regularly, at least every Spring and fall, iInd‘rect references to 
wonen Shopreepers brouzht to light fifty-four more, 
averececpers did not blacon their activity. They were referred 
to indirectly in notic2s of estote Settlenents, property sales, strayed 
or stolen animals, public meetings, or as sources of information, About 
fifty of then were mentioned in the newspapers. However, the tavern 
licenses 2 1762-1776 supplemented the record cf the press and revealed 
epproxinatzly twenty per cent of the licenses issied in these years were 
grented t2 worsen, 259 

Creftewonen also were most frequently mentioned in notices of 
estate settlements or some other advertisement not intended to document 
women's economic activity. Craftswonen were referred to as conducting 
about thirty crafts, These included a wide rance of trades, from those 


essential end basic to the economy of Philadelphia to those that catered 


FI ae re eo aaa aac lent eqyetiensectanestutreesieneseietineailcilinineerninse 


289, See Azpendix, 


i. ae tut ans OF ial be ‘to woes 


| ¢reswook of hebrodal ton Hevectinevhs tedto orns to etnanatites ateiee - - ; 





OMe oF O8TE nit. escshavs Rashi RADON ir 
orfdoy on? Soh hod noney vitot vor ad bette +0 a a : % oH a 


¢ 
il 


RUT 960% Reali wba oanrit 10 covaewrgtnaw™ | res yee? exua ont: ip) a. 


* oatsewrbe od epaqbanqnde ‘sat wrerttoun cet Yo srom Atgced 2 meee oe 
f od avaneretet doa ’Mhd «4 Nyt tae ncobitiyt siete Fest te oftelaget - 
eotem wwotew7 tit Ny ti ef shi atdhad gxnqeetqots pier 4 
bevristet oxev voll wid ivitos then! noaatt Som bit ‘rreqseinonat (Ana) is 

: Wn 


bourtie yusike Yruoget¢ qidnanelicee ofstes Yo aetison at ehrownttat oF = ay, 
5 


Soodh <tplWaevoAl to rerrsos ws to yagel foen eligug .etening calose to 


rievn?d ods isvewo!l ate ceqewes ens at bepoddoan eigw cedt to YD hace 
hefanvet Sar enaig ocd "to Beroset afd bedyvereqgs OFT lfeTs te zornaodt ee 


arow wioat esedt at becast enarsotl oct to theo tod “oR Mitantzorgss ine i 
CES cms ot bate. Tein 
to enolton at honotinar idaioupartt Seba ecow obte nonewes yay We 










giigodieise te of bectolet sim Resowed a7? eietotion steecoon stent 
eet a ie ae 


ae ap see 
one 


<a py - Bb: : a 
7 - ty Pde - ies eae is he 
F ae ine is : i is a 
: J : . - 
. * 3 7 , ‘ ; v 
ae We ; 


Se 


i} fal. 7 Prat’ 


117 


to Philadelphians! taste for lwory.?70 

Philadelphia women, then, as shopkeepers, tavernkecpers, and 
eraftswomen, engased in business alonz with the men, ond with them 
helped develop Philadelphia's colonial economy, Why these* woner 
followed the particular occupations is not known, However, »ecavse 
of the prevalence of the designation "idew" for so many women, it 
Seems reasonable to assume the createst munber of then merely continued 
the business of a deceased husband, That they were able to do SO, 
especially in the crafts usually considered trades for men only, 
Supports the idea that colonial businesses were faxily affctrs in 
which the whole family shared. Recent immigrants continued skills they 
had mastered; frequently they mentioned their foreign training as proof 
cf their competence, ‘hen for any reason wenen as individuals embarked 
en a "career", they did what they knew how to de, Clinging to what 
they knew rather than Launching cut on untried paths, they utilized 
their experience, and erstwiile exployces expected the patronage of 
those they had been serving. 

The duration of economic activity cannot be determined. The 
tavern licenses help show the years of innkeeping for some women. 


Several references to other enterprisers give some hint as to their 








290. Kewspapers noted eleven food proctessors including bekers, fish pick- 
lers, brewers, a distiller of cordials, and a mustard and chocolate 
manufacturer, one netnaker, one ropemaker, one brazier, one founder, 
one turner, one joiner, one coachnaker, three tanners, one herness= 
maker, two weavers, two upholsterers, one tailor, thirteen 
Seanstresses, one embroiderer, one nainter of gowns, two dry 
cleaners and dyers, two staymakers, three morticians, one chandler, 
ene tobacconist, three caterers, one chairenender, one china mender, 
and one printer, 

The Freeholders! Tax List of 1756 noted an additional two bakers, 
three vintners, two bonnetmakers, and a chandler, 
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continued activity, but for the great mass of businesswcemen one 
notice of their occupation is all that»ts given, 

Philadelphia's businesswomen were versatile. They often tried 
many different types of activity. in a time when households were 
merging from a near selfesufficiency, both men and women continued to 
do many things for thenseclves. Fut gradually they sovcht to have 
geome cf their more onerous duties performed by others and to buy little 
lusuries, The desire for ostentstion and visible evidence of 
financial success proved to be the opportunity of cnterprisins men and 
women, The opportunist mirht, like Sarah iackenet, operate a stage 
coach service as well as a tavern, or, like Kary Willians, keep tavern 
end retail pickles, or, like Mary Symonds and Anne Pearson, make 
willinery as well as tend shop. Althouch specialization was beginning, 
the diverse and ambitious scope cf individual economic activity made 
it hard to classify vigorous women by occvpation. 

While the numbers of businesswomen mentioned in the newspcpers 
was not large, and while the only percenteres that can be ascertained, 
those for tavernkeepers, indicate women held approximately twenty per 
cent of the tavern licenses, surely many of the wonen mentioned merely 
2s havine estates to be settled, being located near some man's enter= 
prise, having taxable property, or having an account with a merchant 
house were businces women, Only those enterprisers who had cecasicn 
to advertise or to be menticned by other advertisers were discovered; 
other business women's activities went unrecorded and unnoticed, That 
there were others is shown by supplementary sources such as tavern 
licenses, merchant accounts, and tax lists. 

The colonial businesswomen who were mentioned in the newspapers 


quietly carried on their economic activities without fanfare or 


: ha i ae a - 
ch anaes, ees 
EAN: , of wo. % 


7 
— 


y wow tes aT i arn or A 
es oe pe SR ae oe 


> 


sl {LEV Eten be: 
aes ee ae tang ae We , 43 Yo Ne, 
aie Mae _ —<) pai 
eek: state ah ME ald gerbe ebb hi 
- {>> a if 7 ] NO - vi q - 







stow ehSadeniied aot nt Pr sea cass ‘ : 
oF buontseas nonow tes mon fd: Sietthceinale tensa 
trad of $fy20% tend —Lfooiarty We8 yayeloazeus eae 

O83 ILE sod ot Gre rreride b 7 heorroitang waz teild adenoeeo yom niodd-%4 oes 
 sonabive afdiety tre nodintners 203 wutenh ed. peony 
bere ogee ode atdalastedi br ~otknartrokge eit of of brvetg eeesere tatoriatin - 
7 wgute @ aaeqgy ,.toundea dawe® atl ated Joust oft coy. Pry =. 


| _ 


ered quod yee LL cont ORI ¢tO yRrstel 4m Steg “a oohrise: ou02 








a 
‘. f 


atom .fowtas? anni Ene alesoy® wud adit yuo ytaldety ttefor Bas rs. ae 
“Rittontged usw woltectiniveye HovecttLt edode baad es Llew ae yrenltibe sin , 
ehan etivives olronce Dguhivitni to oqooe apaldldns bra oscorld ed? | 

: snkiaganee WY new auwpigiy Yinasls of bund 32 

Siegen ods a} bene Minen searnvtseatend Yo oretiaes ott oft > 7 F i 2 
begtedtrosaa.sd axe Sarit eagainaorag vine ott aie tin yeptel oor ta <n 


eq Qioed? yYlotentzotyys bied mage edschhet yerequedirevst sek veod? ~ . a 

Uevres borotiren neccw otf So nas Yon: yessarolt miarat ‘edd Io Ine 

~iste> otnan smoe uann betgool yntod .befstes od ov asiates salvar. vs ‘a ine 
Sp Reaee rte tories ree abet 


aS Doel o aie er 


es es oy, mE a oe 
a ew ee hs = - 





9 


without even attractine general interest, They a pear te have been 
accented as equals in business, Whether a woman or a man ccnducted a 
business seems to have been of ne concern to colonial Philadelphians. 
AL. had had to work together in pioneer days. Apparently this continued, 
The absence of conrient arainst businesswomen makes it appear that 
middle class women were thoucht of es individvals operating in a 
society where each one was expected to earn her ow Support as a member 
of the family group or outside it if necessary and feasible, Colonial 
society did not relegate them to the home end demand their economic 
contribution should be made here and here alone, There is no evidence 
of obstacles being placed in the way of a courareous and self-reliant 
woman, Nor is there evidence of women asiing for more thn a continuance 
of patronage; they asked for no special treatment and fot none, 
Consequently, the newspapers do not blazon the enterprises of women, 
In most instances, the newspapers merely refer to them as a matter of 
fact. Modern historians may beroan the let ecceptance by the 
colcniels of the economic role of women, but this very calm accentence 
of then and their ectivities makes their economic contribution appear 
to be ordiuary and unspectacular, 

Perhaps the reason women were accepted in business more readily 
befcre the Industrial Revclution than after it was that the econory 
was so eimple that the shop, tavern, or craft could be conancted from, 
or not fer from, the sanctuary of the home, Perheps as the economy 
develoned and as the Tndustri al Revolution repleced the Domestic 
Systen, women no longer learned, along with the rest of the family, how 
to practice or manage the crafts; middle class wonen theresfter became 


mere housekeepers, In addition, lower class women who went to 
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factories as unskilled labor and endured the evils ef the factory 


eysten stigmatized working women no matter whether they were 


self-onployed iniddle class women or lower class factory hands. 
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